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The Darkneſs of Man (which his greateſt Light is ) cannot 
comprehend the Light of God. 

Be not haſty in thy | but read and conſider : and the 
Lord give thee a true eye, and open that eye for thee. 
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The Preface. 


1 Onderfully great and deep are the motions and 
ſteps of God in all his ways! His bringing 
forth of the Creation and Man, his particular 
ordering of them, his ayms and end concerning 
L= them, who can truly fron ! He muſt be a5 
wiſe as the Lord himſelf, who fully under tandeth him, But 
fo let that paſi as unexpetable, Who can, after his own ſhal- 
low manner, ___ any of the ways or works of God from 
the beginning to the end ? How far ts the fooliſh ſpirit of man 


from any true knowledg of the Lord, and yet how bold is the 


ſpirit of man inundertaking to know and determine the will 
and counſels of the Lo earicth if he can find any thing 
revealed from the Lorgfor his own underſtanding to bottom 
end work apon! How confident were the Fews in their day, 
and how confident is every ſeveral fort of men in our dgy, 
Some in ſetting up their own r Lohr wer from: the Word 
45 evident Truth which all are bound to ſubſcribe, Others in 
foning up their own meer imaginations above the light of the 
"Word, n0t at all regarding whether they agree with it or con- 
tradidt it. | vi 
Man muſt run his conrſe, It is now his time, let him make 


A-3 uſe 


E a The "Preface. ne oh fe s 

aſe of it, ' But yet for all that, M «ns vanity is never the better 
or ſafer for his rivetting it into the Scriptures, Nor are the 
Scriptures ever the leſs honorable for his undervaluing them, 


or ever the leſs true for his contradifting thems Nor as God © 


ever the leſs in himſelf, or man ever the greater in him a 
for his vilifying of God and magnifying of imo that fo he 
might become equal with him. The greateſt changein the ima- 
ination , produceth not the leaſt change in the nature of 
things ;, but that proceeding from a deeper root, muſt fetchits 
riſe from a "ntus. tf influence. 

I have brought forth ſomewhat here for the good of ſome 
unto whom 1 wiſh well, which though it intend kindneſs, 
| may for its reward meet with hardſhip : Both the root and the 
fruit may ſuffer RY on each hand, Thoſe who are 
wedded to that which they underſtand not, will not be able te 
receive it , and thoſe who are looſe from all bonds, can hard- 
ly be drawn to_beleeve any yoke ſo eaſie or neceſſary, 4s tobe 
milling to put their necks under it. | 

What ſhall I ſay * When jhall the work of vain man come 
to an end! When ſhall his ſpirit be truly broken ! His break- 
ings hitherto, tend but to faſten him more, and make him 
take deeper root, O how mad is man grown now adays 
through the depth of his wiſdom ! What a ſtrange peace, ſecu- 
rity and liberty hath he found out for himſelp! He hath built 


up ſuch a wall of defence now, ww i no battering of. 


But if his eye be ſick, If the lie im be darkneſs, how 
thick that darkneſs is, and whither it wi lead him; that which 
is found and: perfect can alone diſcern.; but for his part, he 
is y0t capable os any thing truly in his diſtemper. 
Tet this calamity is common in this empty ſtate of man, He 
that is moſt diſtempered is moſt prone to judge, even the 
greateſt things, with the greateſt confidence. Whom. ſhall 
we find more confident then him, who is moſt deeply, graſly 
and palpably deceived in his very gronnd-work * 
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"JOE. "L.OfK Knowledge mm Generall, | 


Alt. 


DS) £2 TIOA are ſeveral kinds of Knowledg, which 
& © may be diſtinguiſhed according to the 
Ned Nature of the things which are -to be 
known, according to the diverſity of the 
" ſubject which is capable of- knowledg:, 
Ke & and according to the wariows ms of 
knowing or receiving in of knowledg. 

T here is a #atural knowledg, theres a ſpiritual knows 
ledg, and there isa divine knowledg ; as there are na- 
tural things and corral things and divine things tobe 
known. .- |. 

\.c There is: aknowledge of ſenſe Gf charmnay delerol "he 
name of knowledg) in common creatures, a knowledg * 
of reaſop in the natural:manz'a knowledg of the ſpirit in 
the ſpiritual man (for in the .renewed man there is a re- 
newed ſpirit, which! hath a knowledg ſutableto ir ſelf.) 
and a knowledg of. God in the: Godhead: God: having 4 
knowledz in himſelf as well as a a outs wyjoiny: owe 
er, {utable x to himſelf. | 

A | Againy 


2 Of Knowledge in General. 

Again, there is a fer#lative knowledg, and an Exje- 
rimental knowledg : aknowledg by underſtanding, and 
a knowledg by experience: a GE by viewing the 
thing, and a knowledg by trying the thi This ex- 
p-rimental knowledg is the better kind of knowledg in 
this uncertain ſtate wherein we are, but the other is the 
berter in its own nature, It is better by vertue of a cleer 
underſtanding ro ſearch into the nature of things, then to 
ſeck out an experiment of them from ſenſe, what canthe 
judgment of ſenſe add to the underſtanding ? or what a 
poor underſtanding is that which needeth to be helped by 
the judgment of ſenſe 2 He who truly knoweth (who 
truly comprehendeth in his underſtanding) needeth not 
re expcriment : He who goeth about to I, diſ- 
covereth the inſufficiency of his underſtanding. 

Now there is a double way of knowing in every kind, 
2 double way of receiving inall ſorts of knowledg either 
of ſpeculation or experience. The one is by aſcending, 
The other is by defcending. There is ariling up imo the 
knowledg of things, and there is a going down into the 
knowledg of things, according to the ſtare and degree of 
the perſon which ſeeketh. gaineth or cxecrciſeth know- 


There is a knowing of God, Chriſt, and all ſpiritual 
things by natural things, and there isa knowing 'of na- 
tural things by ſpiritual things. There is a learning of 
God out of the Creatures and 1criptures, {and there is a 
learning of the Crenures and icriptares our of God, 
There 15a ſeeing and difcovering of God inthe Crea- 
wres, a knowing of him as he appeareth there, asour cye 
caa diſceryhimthere, as our heart by experimenting can: 
ſearch him out there, Therc'is alſo aſceing and dilco- 
ycring ofthe. Creature in God, its original, irs riſe, its 
progreſs, its preſent ation, motion, end, is there to be 
EEFnc .. 


T his 
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PT 


of Knowledg in Generall. : 2 - 
T his is tle excellent kind of knowledg indeed. This 
is truc knowledg, This is ful knowledg, This is certain 
knowledg, This is perfe& knowledg, This is fatisfaRto- 
ry knowledg. The other is weak, dark, deceitful &c. 
and yctthat is our only way of knowledg at this preſent : 
We have ladders let downto us to aſcend up into the 
Mount by, And ſo high as we'get upon the rundles of 
thoſe ladders, fo far we ſee into things in the Mount, 1n- 
rothings that axe above both inreſpe& of there nature and 
{cituation : but we cannot getinto the Mount to look per- 
fetly uponthings there, or to look down from thence 
upon things here below : and therefore we do but (light- 
ly, notthroughly, know either the one or the other. 
Speculative knowledg is not to be wholly condemned, 
it having a nece{lary. uſe in this our preſent ſtate, (for we 
have need of more knowledg in every kind then we can | 
poſſibly experiment) beſides its nature which far excel- 
eth the other, There is an head in man, There 1s an eye 


| In his underſtanding, which is made to be eſpying out 


the nature of things, Yet ſpeculative knowledg alone 
without pra@iſe, without trial, without experience, 1s 
not altogether ſo ſafe in this ſtate of man: His eye be- 
ing weak needeth this further help, or he may cafily be 
deceived. His head and his heart muſt gotogether, yea 
and both muſt be rightly guided, or he will be apt t9 

miſtake and miſcary in every thing. F F 
Miſerable is the condition of man without knowledg, 
without that particular knowledg which his eſtate and rc- 
lation calleth for. The wiſe max hath his eyes in his heady 
but the fool walks in darkneſS. The motions of the wite 
man are underſtanding and orderly , in his own dil- 
penſation ; He knows where he is, what he does, whe- 
ther his motions tend: but the fool runs on, cither howl- 
ing or dancing, in the pathof miſery, The wiſe man 
hath goverment of himſelf, and gaineth by every ing : 
2 | | | - 


W-- of Knowledze in Generall, 
He gains: inſtructions out of his loſſes, and maketh uſc 
of his oppertunities-and advantages: Heſaileth on apace 
with a fair wind, and makerth' the beſt of a contrary wind : 
But the fool knoweth neither howto bear a croſs, no nor 
yetro make uſe of a fair advantage. The wiſe manin 
every eſtate condition and degree, is a kind of -God for 
the tool to honour worſhip and ſerve :- Andiitis his great- 
eſt happindſs ſo ro do; for that is the only means to-pre- 
ſerve tim from the undoing of himſelf, which his own 
folly leadeth him unto. There is no valuing of knows 
ledg in any kind, its price is ſo great. Fe! 
And yer, in-ſome lenſe, ignorance is better then know- 
ledg. Man hath ſtill eaten roo much of the tree of know- 
lede, and he muſt vomir up. all this fruit again. Ir is 
ood for man to have ſeaſons of vanity paſs oycr him; 
F is better to be filled with wind, then to be quite empty : 
and yet again, Ir is better to be emptied of that wind, 
then to remain full of it. Plainly thus, Ir is better in 
reference to this preſent eſtate of man, to be full oi know- 
ledg or:to be filing with knowledg then to be empty or 
ro be emptying : A ſtate of utter darkneſs, (to be with- 
out the light of God, without the light of the Creature; 
without the light of reaſon, withour the light of Religi- 
on) is extreamly-tirrible to man :- But yet in reference to 
a future eſtate, it is better to be empty orto be emptying 
(to be caſting into Garknels or.to be lying in darkneſs) 
then to be ful. Thar miſery, ſeeming mulery (in a ſenſe 
true miſery) which leadeth ro true happineis, is a far bet- 
ter condition then that happineſs, ſeeming happinels (in 
a ſenſc true happineſs) which leadeth to-truc mucry. 
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* 1: Of Scriptare-Knowledge..: . 
\ rr 4 : 


T he Scriptares treat of two principles, and ſeeds from 
E them, whole nature,growth,cour ſe, and end is the ſum 
of Scripture knowledg. But what was before theſe, what 
ſhall be after theſe,,onwhat theſe! themſelves aretn their 
root, the Scripture undertaketh not to declare. .... ... 

T he roots or principles which the Scripture mention: 
cth, arc God and the Dewl. : God who islightand truth, 
and from and in whom is-lighrand truths: and the Devil 
who: is darkneſs and a lye and from and in whom is 
darkneſs and alye : He is the father of it. A-lyc hath its 
original from the Devil. as its principal, as .truth hath 
from God. From the one proceedeth all that 1s good, 
from the othcrall that is evil, | Pitt 

The ſeeds axe the natures and vertues of each of theſe 
roots, which they ſow in one and the ſame {ubje&, in 
in one and the ſame- Earth, in one and the ſame Adam. 
Firſt God bringeth forth: his Image, his l:ghr in him 
rn the Divil draweth his Image, his. darkneſs over 

m. | 
And thus as: it was: atthe firſt, ſo hath it been inall 
diſpenſations fince : Firſt-God bringeth-forth his light, 
and then the Divil draweth his cloud over it, wrapping 
it up in darkneſs. Thus. every diſpenſation of lighr, 
either to the natural ſeed or to the. ſpiritual ſeed, which 
as yet hath been brought forth, hath been overtaken and 
overcom by darkneſs. 

Darkneis brought forth light, - or rather darkneſs was 
the womb our of which light ſprang and was broughr 
forth: Light being brought forth excludeth darkneſs - 
Darkneſs, being excluded, groweth' angry and over- 
cometh light : Light, being overcome., becommeth 

B3. =" friends 


:  Scripture-K nowledg. 
freinds again ,with darkneſs. But where, what is 
that light y | where, what is that darkneſs, which cannot 
differ between themſelves, nor be oyercom by cach 
other [5 ff WLVIKTY| 0007 


* 
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| The: eſtate .and condition of theſe two ſecds, is all - 


aldng Hierogliphically expreſſed in Scripture, as in Cain 
IF FAIR Hfaac and T/hmaet, * Efaciand 50s the Fews 
and Gentiles,, the Gentiles again ÞPiritual feed and the 
Jews or naturad ſee4: tor none of theſe. were the truth it 
(elf; bun ſeyerat: ſhadows. and. repreſentations of it, un« 
der which the truth lay, and through which ir did: ſome- 
times a little ſtart upand peep forth. Adam was not the 
humanity brit an Hierogliphick of it, his body was not 
the body:nor his Spirit; the Spitir,. but an Hicrogliphick 
of eack: :and the poor weak thadow in coming forth is 


loſt, but the ſubſtance, being; ſafe, recovereth its ſhad- 


dow again —_- - 

The great Lord hath his fay, and his Comedies and Tra- 

tes, with there ſeveral Ads and Scenes, He bring- 
cth forth his great principle of good and his great princi- 
ple of evil; and theſe have Powers and opperations and 
Circuits ſutable to themſelves, and ſurable tro him whoſe 
they are, and they act their partin all their limits upon 
this ſtay. Now of.this the 'Scriptures treat, bringing 
forth firſt Eod, the principle of light, with his Creation, 
then Satay, the principle of darkneſs with his deſtru&ion, 
and fo the ſeed of both: and the conteſt of both to the end, 
with the ſeyeral ſalvations and. deſtructions appertaining 
to each. 

Now mark, God hath two ſeeds, the natural the fpiri- 
tual, the outward the inward, the humanity the divinity. 
Both theſe were ſown in Adam, Both theſe were covered 
with darkneſs, Boththcſe are recovered and reſtored by 
that which is the ſubſtance of each, neither whercof was 
in Adam but only the Image, and that a natural one w, 

| cr 


Scripture-Knowlote, 7 
for the ſpiritual was reſerved for Chrift inwhom the (ub- 
ſtance was to dwell He ''was. tn heavenly! man inhis 
make and production, 2s an Adam was an earthly, by 

This was again written Over in- Abraham, through 
whom God produceth and embracerh both the ſeeds,both 
the natural and the ſpiritual, yet [effereth them both to 
£0 into their proper Egypts, to'go into Captivity, tobe 
flaves, to be in bondage in the land of darknefs, and 
thence again he redeemeth them by his own out-ftrerched 
Arm, by the ſubſtance of his own life and Power :' ewe 
of E how called my Son. SF 

Aabverably the Devil hath two ſeeds (he hath aſpi- 
rirnal aud a fleſhly ſeed, as well asa ſpiritual and flſhly 
wickedneſs) which he hath ſown every where rhrough- 
out the whole Creation; and it is. the. meeting of theſe 
with the ſeeds of God which maketh ſuch Earthquakes 
(their very natures oppoſing, claſhing and fighting like 
fire and water) and there will never be any quierneſs tall 
bart be.taken inco their places. \- To 

"Theſe ſeeds, I mean cach of darknefs and cach of light, 
{for there is the onward and: inward feed of both) are 
the one ofthem. the wicked, the ungodly, the finners, 
the children of darkneſs, whoſe" ppincigle'is dafkneſs, 
whoſeeſtare'ts darkneſs, whofe 11s daxknels,. md 
whoſe end is death and deftruQtion+, And'the-other are 
holy, righteous, the children of light, whoſe principle, 
eftate, courſe, and end, is life and ſatyatton;. And this4s it 
which was pointed ar in all the ſhadows which were cho- 
ſen to ſignihe it in the Scaiptures. | 
 Thedifferent conftitution and condition of theſe ſeeds: 
is ſuch, that the onethriveth and flourifheth m his fin and 
wickednels, the other fainteth and almoſt peritheth'in his 
rightcoulneſs, only he hath ſomewhar. in hopes,. ſome- 
what to hope for inthe end (whichto the other is diſmal) 
Mark the per feit man, and behold the upright; the end of when 
M41 1s Peace... There 
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ww . Scripture- Knowledp . 
_ . Fhereis,onething further! which would be well ob- 
ſerved. ox it m39.9cceion #rcat miſtakes, which is this 
God though he,belight, yet he hath his proper darkneſs 
wherewith he covereth himſelf (be clouds himſelf with thick 
durkpefs,) and ſo he doth allo. his. ſeed : And the Devil 
thoughihe;be the, principle of darknels, yet he hath alſo 
his light agree he clothes himſelf and his off-ſpring. 
| Burthis darkneſs of God and his ſeed is light in the root, 
wo the hght ofthe Divil and his off-ſpring is darkneſs in 
WK rob, of bay 3 wig id hog | is 
There isa mighty miſtery in this, in, Gods excerciſ- 
ing each of his ſeeds towards ſalvation under that which 
cannox ſaye them, and yet both think they are in the di- 
re&.and'certain path of (alyation under each. Thus did 
the Fews or. natural ſeed intheir day, and thus did the 
Gentiles or ſpiritual ſced in their day. But the Lord 
« breaketh each of theſe ways of adminiſtration, and bring- 
£th abour his ſalvation unto, cach ina way that they axe 
not aware of, DE #7 
- 'The ſeed (whether or natural or ſpiritual) may be daſh- 
ed and broken, in all che parhes of every adminiſtration 
wherein the ſpirit of man; may be broken, and yet come 
ſafe rg farbor ar laſt ;, forthe life, whichs inthe, ſeed or 
r90t, .in ed otall.its oorihet up; through the natu- 
ral {pirit, and all the motions opperations and ſeveral 
ſorts of fruit which it beareth there (whereby it ſhinerh 
ſo gloriouſly in the view of man). may retire or be driven 
back into the ſeed or root; :yet, .xemaining there, it-is 
ſafe in reſpe& of the ſubſtance of the promule, though it 
ſhould lye equally open to the ſame loſs with the ſpirit of 
man, inall fpraonons which depend upon the moti- 
. onsand exerciſe of life, That promiſe which depend- 
cth upon the nature of the thing, cannot be loſt where 
the nature remains: bur all thoſe promiſes which depend 
upon the qualifications motions or opperations 97 he 
| thing 
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thing, muſt needs fail where thoſe qualifications, moti- 
ons and operations ceaſe, Thus there is none ata grea- 
ter loſs then the ſeed, for there is none beſides them have 
that to loſe (None, befides themſclyes, have that truc 
life, that true ſweetneſs and communion with God to 
loſe which they have) and yet none in their loſs arein 
ſo great ſafety and at ſo great certainty : for that which 
they loſe (being ſubſtential) is not perfely loſt, but 
retired, ſhrunk back into its root, where it cannot bur 
ſtrengthen it (elf, and ſo ſpring up again with advan- 
tage, | 

"Now what children are we in underſtandin , Mlour 
knowledg being but about a diſpenſation, nay butabour 
the ſhadow of a diſpenſation ; and yet how ſhort are we 
in that, how little of truth do we know there ! 


— 


III. cf Radical or Original Knowledg. 


He Root, Spring, or Original of all things is perfet# 

vxity, and bcing perfect unity is alſo perfec# warie- 
ty, comprehending all things in it (elf in intire oneneſs, 
how vaſtly different or contrary ſocever they appear, 
when they come forth out of it. | 

All the varicties and contraricties in this world, came 
out of one common maſs: All the differences and diſtinc- 
tions of Nature, out of one common nature, He who 
could look upon them there, how cloſely knir in oneneſs 
would he find them, notwithſtanding their great diver- 
ities and antipathies here ? bur if any could look into the 
root, how much more one ſhould he find them there : 

In this root there are too other roots (asI may fo ſay) 
two principles, two ſeeds, two fountains of things, per- 
fe&ly one there (yet cven there, being and having that 
which is the cauſe of all their diſtance and difference elſ- 


where) and yet perfe&ly different, nay contrary in their 
Gt . ſpring- 


re Original Knowlede. 
ſpringing forth, and in their whole courſe from thence. 

he one is of life, the other of death ; the one of good, 
the other of evil ; the one of darkneſs, the other of light ; 
the one of ſweetneſs, the other of bitterneſs; ſo that 
from one ſpring come thoſe two Fountains, from the one 
whereof Mac the freſh clecr ſweer living waters, from 
the other the putrified muddy bitter dead waters, 

"The head of the one of rheſe is called God, in which 
ſprings up- fe, the pewer of life, the wertne of Creation, 
Preſervation,. Redemption, Reſtoration, Salvation, 8&Cc. 
The head of the other is called Satan, becauſe of its en- 
mity ro this in its nature, productions and operations, it 
ſtriving to 4 mare and deftroy all tne light, all the 
g00d, allthe fhyeerneſs, all the happineſs which-the other 
bringeth forth. Now both theſe as they have their riſe, 
ſo they have their ſtrength from the root, from which if 
they were not continually fed, they could not continue 
their vertues, ' or go through their operations : The pow- 
er of kife failing inthe one, and the power of death in the 
other, they would ſoon grow weak. 

Of fuch fprouting forth of different and contrary 
things from one and the ſame root, we {ce emblems eve- 
ry where dayly, How many contrary detigns-and parts 
do flow from one and the ſame principle ot wiſdom in 
man, which are very evident when he gives them a viſt- 
ble being and bringing forth in a Comedy or Tra- | 
gedy. | 

This name God, Fehoveh which gave being, Fab the 
preferver of breath, 4donaithe-ſtay or piller of all things, 
Zurthertock, and'{o all the other names of God, are re- 
lative, referring to'the Creature, or opening fomewhat 
of him which refers ro the Creature, and 41s conventent 
and neceffary for it, in its preſent ſtation and condition. 
They are not any of them proper, tothe root and ſpring 
of all things, originally ; but only in reference ro —_ 

| | ; - - things... 


Original Knowledg, | Lt 
things (for not thar knowledg. which is moſt naked and 
natura), but that which is moſt uſcful ro this preſent ſtate 
is alone diſpenced) yet by this name GOD, the Scripture 
doth not only point at this ſpringing head of Power, bur 
at the root it (elt., | 

Noay as God is a diftin& root from Satay, ſo there is 
in him /:fe, and no death ;, light, and no darkneſs; truth, 
and no /ye ; good, and noevs/: And ſuch are all his pro- 
ductsons , effets and operations, ſuch is all the feed' which 
he ſoweth; and all the death and darkneſs which ſprings 
up in any, is from the contrary power z itis from the ene- 
mics ſeed, and of the enemies ſowing. So that take God 
thus, there is no darknefs, nothing but {zzht in him, no 
hatred, nothing but /cve in him, God'rs love, But now 
underſtand under this word God the inmoſt, the urmoſt, 
the univerſal Root, the root of all roots, natures and prin- 
Ciples, not as diſtin&t trom any thing, but as compre- 
hending every thing ; and then it includes death as much 
as life, darkneſs as much as ligit, &c. and excludes 
lightas much as darkneſs, life as much as death: Indeed 
there is neither here (bur both-as much as one';) Nollightr, 
No darkneſs; Nolite, no death ; No-good, notvil ; 
No love, no hatred, but-only'one thing which cannot be 
named, which comprehendeth all thele perfe&ly, and 
where they all are in ſuch-a way as is ſutable to the root, 
bur not ar all as they appear here. | 

Bur of what uſe is this knowledg now, or what certain- 
ty is there initas yet? Itis of too deep a nature for our 


preſent conſtitution. We may make our ſelves drunk 


with it, and thereby unfit for our preſent ſtation, but we 
cannot ſoberly comprehend and manage it. Such as 
think to digeſt it, and thereby to advance themſelves 
above the nature and ſtate, not only of men, but of the 
higheſt Chriſtians, are they not in ſtead thereof thereby 
humbled,not only beneathChriſtianity,but beneath man- 
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hood too? For my part I profeſs I would: not (though. 
L. fairly might) aſpire beyond my preſent ſtate : Thar 
knowledg which I allow in my defires, is that alone 
which is proper for me where Iam. If I were a brute]. 
would not torment and break that my portion of Being in , 
picces, by aſpiring after the knowledg ofa man. Nor 
as I am,do I deſire to make my ſelf miterable,by graſping 
at that. which I cannot mealure.. Had I buta {ufficient 
light and guidance, in the path whercin I am ſet, it would 
be enough for me at preſent,. and I could paſs on very 
' comfortably. with ir. 

Yer let me not injure theſe things, {ince they have been 
ſo freindly ro me, which I would not willingly do, 
though they had been mine enemies. Tperceive they, 
did ſpring up in my ſpirit (with that kind of demonſtra- 
tion which they brought along with them) as a neceſſary. 
guard in ſome caſes. (and ſo they have been of ſome kind 
of uſe to me, and may to others) more then to ſatisfie 
_y deſire I-had after them, or any delight I could rake in 
nem. 

I ſhall conclude this,thus. This world is a Stage, where 
ſeveral things come. forth, appear, and a& their parts. 
Thus we ſce them. Bur we ice not what they were be- 
fore they were tormed for this preſent act on this preſent 
ſtage, nor.what they now arc in their principle. There- 
fore all our knowledg and experience.is vanity. Hap- 
Py is he who can; make the beſt of this preſent ſtate of 
things (ſince there is,no poſſibility of proceeding, further) 
without turmoiling himlelf to form it into what it can- 
not be, or to diſcover that of it which was never intend- 
ed for, nor can be expoled to his cyc.. 


IV. of 


The Word, nz 


IV. of the Word, the Spirit and Faith under each Admi- 
nitration, both that of the Law, ang that of the Goſpet,. 
with an hint at their further tendency. 


1. Of the Word. 
N the Word there are two things, the /etter and the ſps- 
rit, ( beſides a third thing hidden, which is the root 
and \ubſtance ot both.) The /etter is the outward part, 
the outward delicription of Truth, the ſhadow or ſhell 
which points out and contains the ſpirit or kernel, The . 
ſpirit is the inward part, the truth it ſelf, the ſubſtance of 
the ſhadow, the kernel within the ſhel). 
This appezreth in each Diſpenſation, both of Law and 
Goſpel , There was letter and ſpirit incach: ſpirit in the 


Law, letter in the Goſpel. The Goſpel was couched un- 


der the Law, and the Law is hid within the Goſpel. So 
that as from under the Law-diſpenſation the Goſpel 
breakerh forth and {walloweth up the Law, ſo under the 
Goſpel-dilpeniation the Law breaketh out and becom- 
eth a vail over the Golpel. 

But here now. is the difference between Law and Go- 
ſpel; Though there was letter and ſpirit in both, yet the 
letter was chiefly diſpenced under the one, and the ſpirit 
under the other, The letter was appointed for the litteral 
people, and the ſpirit for the ſpiritual, and ſo they are 
managed, The literal people receive their impreſſion . 
from the. letter of the.Word, are brought forth by the 
letter, and fed and maintained by the letter : and the ſpi- 
ritual people receive their impreſſion from the ſpirit of 
the Word, are brought forth by the ſpirit, and ted and 
maintained by the ſpirit. So long as the letter of the 
Word lived in the flcthly people, the fleſhly people 
lived: fo long as rhe ſpirit of the Word liveth in the ſpi- 
ritual people, the ſpiritual people live: (for theſe can live 
| C3. no 
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n9 more then the former, any longer then they are fed 
from the root, This diſpenſation and people may dye as 
wel as the other,) Hence that miniſtration is called the 
miniitration of the letter, this of the ſprrir. 

So that mark now, There is /etter and ſpirit, life and 
death, juſtification and condemnation in the Word, both 
in the boy and inthe Qriginal : in Chriſt which4s the 
Word of 'God,and in the Scriptures which are the words 
of Chriſt : in the heart of Chriſt, which is Gods Book 
whete he hath writ his Word ; and inthe heart of man, 
which is Chrifſts Book where he hath writ his Word. 
Ant both theſe diſpenſations are equally from God and 
from Chriſt from firſt to laſt, both in their cauſes and in 
their efecs. | 

2. Of the Spirit. 

"The Spirit is thar Subſtance which comprehends the 
* Word, and is comprehended in the Word. It is the Lord 
and Servant'of Chriſt, who ts1he Word of God. It is that 
which lives, dwells and reigns both in the fleſh and ſpirit 
of Chriſt,and in which they likewiſe reign. It is the liquor 
in Chriſt, which Chriſt as a Veſſel containeth, and alſo 
the Veſfel which containeth Chriſt, -It is both the root 
andthe fruit: The roor from whence Chriſt groweth, 
andthe fruit which'Chriſt bearerh both in his life and 
death, from whence they both ſprang, and wherein they 
both meer. 

The miniſtration of this is not yet made manifeſt. It 
was only pointed at in the miniſtration of the Gotpel, 
which did ſhadow out it, as the Law did ſhadow outthat 
miniſtration : or if you will, both the Law and the Go- 
ſpcl did ſhadovw this out in different reſpects and degrees, 
the one more groſly, the other more refinedly ;, the'one 
more darkly and remotely, the other more nearly and 
clearly. The Law ftood aloof at a great diſtance trom 1t, 
yet ſpake of it, and referred unto ir; the Goſpel did as it 
were 


The Spirit. : 
were touch it, ſpeaking the very aame- and manifcſting 
the yery nature of it: Yet the, very, miniſtration of the 
Spirit 1n that diſpenſation of the Goſpel, it. it be well 
looked into, will appear rather a ſhadow then the thing it 
{clf, and every way more like a ſhadow then like the thing 
it {elf bf He $4t 6; 143 
Now who knoweth whether thoſe things, .which have 
been 1o contrary in all diſpepſations jþitherto, ſhall not 
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here meet 2 Life and Death, Heaven and Hell, which eye- 
ry where elſe are at ſuch a'diſtance, may here touch one 
Another, and agree very lweetly togetner, eyen ſofully, 
that both thoſe names and natures whereby they did ap- 
pear and were (o various inall diſpeniations, may here be 


drowned and vaniſh. Yet it is not by eithers real loſs of 


any thing, whereby and wherein they differed, that they 
become thus harmoniouſly united, but by both their en- 
tering into 4 more perfect fulneſs. And he to whom this 
him fairly anſwer me this following,queſtion. 
Were not Hell and Heaven at union in their root he- 
fore they were broughtforths Were they not;at reſt and 


\ peace in the Power and Nature. of God from .whence 
{they were produced * Without controverlie, whatever 


lay there, lay in reſt, and whatſoever is.brought back thi- 
ther, returneth to ret. Now did:the Lord bring forth any 
thing which he cannot bring/back again, and,ywho can [a 
he will not © Surely,evcry thing moſt; aaturally becather 
after that condition of reſt and.fulnes whichjn canalone 
enjoy in-his boſom. Moſt certain it is, that the vaſt'Spirit 
of the Lord taketh.in all-things, howlſoever ir.difpate of 
them... Thence they-came, thither they return, there they 
are, and doubtleſs thererhey maybe taund inunipnand 
agreemeat, by him waoſe Spirit .is quick and piercing 
enough. | | 
Happy is he who can read this truth. in the Spirit of -the 


Lord, 
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ſcemeth ſo ſtrange, and who is ſo much offended at it, 6 


a 


'T Fath. 
Lord, but wretchedly miſerable is he who frameth falſe 
imaginations in his own mind, by the vanity of his own 

. reaſonconcerning it. 

i | 3. Of Faith, 

” Faith is a ſhadowy or ſubſtantial /ife, lowing from the 
Spirit, through the ord, into the ſeed, ſecking after, faſt- 
cning upon and reſting in the Spirit. This is Faith. 

Firſt I ſay it is Life, Iris a touch ot life, ir is a ſpring of 
life, it is the choyce of life which God bringeth torth, in 
his own,in his own ſeaſons. We may miſtake in aſcribing 
\ names to other things, whoſe nature and principle we 
know not ; but this we are taught by God, who knoweth 
things very well,to name Faith. The life of the Law was 
obedience, a ſpirit of obedience, by this a man was enabled 
to live in and according to the Law : bur this life is faith, 
a ſpirit of faith z He who delceveth is only able to enter 
* intothis life, and to walk'in it. 

'& I call it ſhadowy or ſubſtantial, becauſe ir is either as it is 


| Sa Fog upon. Look upon it backyard, and it is ſubſtan- 


tial; Look upon it forward, and it is but ſhadowy. As 
the miniſtration of the Goſpel was a miniſtration of the 
ſpirit of that which was in the Law, ſo the life miniſtred 
under the Goſpel is a ſubſtantial life in compare with 
that : Bur look forward into the ſubſtance of that which 
is yet behind, and here fairh3 ſelf is bur a ſhadow, This 
life alſo is but a ſhadow. Alasthe life of Faith muſt ya- 
niſh ! Notwithſtanding all its gloty, ir muſt dye and lic 
" inits grave like the Law. h 
Flowing from the _ through the Word,intothe ſeed. 
The ſeed is the veſſel, the only veſſel, which containerh 
this life. It is not man that this life is ſown in, bur the ſeed, 
and the ſced is ſown in man. Immortal life, eternal life is 
wrapped up in immortal ſeed, in eternal feed ( thar is the 
immediate veſlel,) and this is iown in the mortal ſpirit of 
man, which by purting on mortality there, it changeth in- 
| | to 


Faith, 17: 
to its own nature. Hence they in whom the ſeed is ſown, 
and who are changed by it, are called by.that name, 
they are called the feed. TE 

This life floweth from the Spirit into this ſced; - The 
Spirit which formeth this ſeed, breatheth into it this 
breath of life, This ſeed is the ſpirits own veſlel, and 
this life is his own liquor wherewith he filleth it. The 
Spirit lyeth in the veſſel, and is continually breathing in 
ir, and thats the life of it, | 

And it floweth through the word, The ſeed is formed 
by the Word, it is adminſtred by the miniſtry of the 
Word, The Spirit begeterth by the Word, and the Spi- 
rit breatheth life through the Word - into that which he 
hath begotren, cven that life which is needfull for'itin 
any diſpenſation jnto which the Spirit guideth it. Won- 
derful true,moſt true 1s that aſſertion, that there is no ſal- 
vation bur by the miniſtry of the Word. There is no 
ſalvation cither in the ſhadow or in the ſubſtance any 
otherwiſe. All the life and ſalvation of God is convey- 
ed to the Word Chriſt, and all the ſeveral diſpenta- 
tions of life and ſalvation, in their ſeveral circuits, run 
from Chriſt through and by all the ſeveral miniſtrations 
of his Word or Words in their ſeveral kinds. 

Seeking after, faſtening upon, and reſting in the Spirit, 

This is the nature of faith, ir breaths in and from, and 
after the ſpirit. The ſpirit breaths in ir, it þreaths trom 
the ſpirit, it breaths atter the ſpirir and it finds reſt in 
fetching full ſoops of breath.in the ſpirir. 

Ir ſeeks. So ſoon asever it is born it finds it ſelf weak, 
it finds it ſelf a babe, a child, and it breaths after its fa- | 
ther, after union with its father, after the help ſtrength 
and care of us father, aftcr food andall manner of pro- 
viſion which it needs, from its father. | There is no life 
of a4 more perfect kind, and yet no life more indigent 
when- itis/'fixſt brought forth, or more dependent all 

D. along : 
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along : and it hath a wonderful trong ſenſe of this, which 
cauſeth it to breath mightily unto its root for ſap, ſupply 
and ſuccour. X 

Nor doth it only feek, but fo faſt as it finds, it fafters 
upon him. Ir moſt naturally knoweth. him, and where 
ever it meeteth with him, it clingerh preſently to him. 
What ever it finds of God it gathers in, where ever it 
finds God it winds it felf into him. This is the whole 
work of faith, to wind God into it, and to wind it ſelf in- 
to God: to receive in the dropings of God, and to melt 
it ſeif and drop into Gad, 

Ando far as it finds and faſtens, it hath reſt. It is 
reſtleſs in reſpe& of wharir hath not found, in reſpe& 
of what it is not yet one with, - but ſo far as it is rouled 
into and hath received in the center, o far as it is ſacked 
into and hath ſucked in. the root, it findeth great quiet 
content and ſatisfaction. 


mm 


V. Some few Obſervations touching the Principles of 
the Ranters. 


A} I have applicd my ſelf in general to weigh and un- 
derſtand all things relating unto Religion, ſo more 
particularly the nature, riſe, ſtrain, and courſe of theſe 
principles ; both becauſe they procceded from perſons 
tormerly of eminent profeſhon, and not barely from 
them, but from them in a broken eſtate, both which cir- 
cumſtances may challenge from every ſerious Spirit a 
more ſelemn conſideration. Now theſe tour things 1 
have took notice of in thera from the beginning. | 

| I. Their want of 4 bottoms : Theſe principles want a 
foundation of truth-in the underſtandings of theſe perſons, 
inſomuch that though the things themſelves might poſ- 
ftbly be true, yet they cannor be true as they: are appre- 
Hended or held forth by them: As for inſtance, Sup- 
pole 


poſe that this be truth, That Light and Darkneſs, Good 
and Evil, are all one. Now thoughthey in ſpeaking this 
may utter a ſpeech which may be cruth, yerthe manner 
of their ſpeaking and praQiſing of ir, doth manifeſt thar 
they do not underſtand this rruch z bur as-ir is-in them, 
as it is held forth and made uſe of by them, it is a 
lye. 

; For if they ſaw the true unity of light and darkneſs in 

che root, they would alſo ſee its difference : for true uni- 

ty doth not confound, but comprehend diſtin&ion z Tr is 

not an chemy unto, bur the ſpring of all variety and con- 

erariery, from whence they cainc, and where alone they 

appeat 1n their ſubſtantial tulaels, Yea they would nor 

only acknowledg that diſtin&tion, bur they would alſo . 
know and obſerve the diſtintion which witdom hath ſer 

up here between them in his bringing of them forth : If 
they hadthe rrue light in them, they would know thar ir 

were proper and good for them in this preſent ſtate, to 

chuſe the good, and refuſe the evil: That every created 

eye hath need of ſome created lightto fee by ; And while 

they are in this preſent way of appearance, they would 

fuit themſelves unto ir. Bur alas, their pra@iſc in theſe 

particulars doth too plainly evidence thatthey have only 

 gotſome words (fome notions or apprehenfions) by the 
. end withour a true itnderftafding of them, 

This eye of our reaſon, This eye of our mind can nes 
yer ſee things of this nature. He who hath another eye, 
an eye full enough, large enough, and fully opened, he 
may well yenture to view thele things : bar chis preſent 
cyec ſhould only be' employcd abont ſuch objeRs-s ir is 
fitted to ſee, Reaſon was appointed to ſee arid diſtinguth 
the things of man, or ſuch common things of God as he 
thinks fir to propoſe to it ;; bur not to peirce into the ſe- 
crets of his Nature and Effence : This God hath. ſhur up 


trom man, and his eye carinat ſearch ir our, Man with 
| D 2 his 
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' his eye of reaſon cannot poſſibly ſearchout what God 
hath hidden from him, (He that made the eye, cannor 
he hide from the eye 2)it is well if he can receive and make 
uſe of what God revcateth to him. Be wiſe unto ſobriety, - 
was an injunction layd upon them who had the advan- 
rage of a greater light to ſearch into the ſecrets of God 
EY: one word more concerning this. God hath ſe- 
peratcd the light from the darkneſs, and what God hath 
parted let no man joyn, .indeed no man can. Man may 
unite them in his fond fancy, but that will vaniſh, and 
man will not be able to make it good + but God will be 
able to make good that foundation of difference, and that 
difference thereupon which he hath put between them, 
which is ſo firm and ſtrong that they cannot meet toge- 
ther, unite together or communicate together within 
= bounds, What communion hath light with dark- 
neſs f. ; 

2. Their contrarineſs to the excellency of nature, either 
common or renewed. Theſe principles (with the prac- 
tiſes which ariſe from them) are not only contrary to the 
life and purity ofChriſt, bur alſo to all that is lovely in the 
common nature of man: for they do not leavea man 
fairly open free and unbiafſed towards all things, as they 
ſeem to import, burtthey faſt bind up all the influences 
even of common ſweetneſs goodneſs and righteouineſs, 
and alſo open the floodgates of all manner of unrighte- 
ouſncſ(s, and wickedneſs. I profeſs ſcriouſly, If I knew 
this moſt infallibly, that all things were alike, even in that 
very ſenſe which is by ſome apprehended, yetif I found 
ſuch a nature in me as to be and do according to the te- 
nour hereof, I could not but loath my ſelf and pant af- 
ter deliverance from ſuch a kind of being. 

There are two things excellent in the nature of man in. 
this his preſent ſtate. The one is, to know that which 
| is 


\ | Obſervations. | *21T 
is above him, Fo prhnoneeng his Lord. and fear him: . 
The other-is to walk righteouſly, lovingly, and ſweetly 
towards his fellow creatures. This was writ in the heart 
of man naturally, It was writ over again in that diſpen- 
ſation to the Fews, and yet again by. Chrift, We feet? 
we are mes and not God, fleſh and not Spirit, and we*are 
to reverence that which 1s above us, that which we our 
ſelves are not, bur live from, and yet further want the 
ſupply of: yea although we loſe the ſenſe of this, yet 
thar doth not take away that obligation which ariſeth not 
from our ſenſe, but from our nature and ſtate.” We al- 
ſo know that we ſhould deal juſtly, mercifully, ſweetly 
and tenderly with aur fellow creatures. Let us ſay and 
think what we pleaſe, yet we would be dealt ſo with 
our ſelves, and do not eſteem the contrary equal with it. 
Alas how do we delude. our ſelves by cheriſhing princi- 
ples in our minds which the very ſecrets of our hearts, 
judgments and conſciences cannot but diſown ! And are 
they ſo lovely as they are accounted 2 Can thoſe princi- 
ples be very good which thur up or baniſh, not only a 
new but the old common excellency of Nature, and open 
and ler looſc all the filth and abomination of it ? Surely 
man is forward enough of himſelt to evil and unrighte- 
ouſnelſs, as alſo backward cnough to that which is good 
and juſt, he need not thus egg himſelf on to the, one, and 
exclude himſelf from the other, by poyſoning his judg- 
ment (already too much corrupt) with ſuch corrupting 
principles, | | 
3. Their deſtrudtiveneſs to the preſent ſtate of mankind. 
They overthrow the foundation of all ſweetnels, ſecurity 
or comfortable converſe, This neceſſarily ariſeth from 
the former, for 1n that they ſtrip a man.of all thoſe ſeeds 
of ingenuity and civil honeſty which are yet left remain- 
ing in his nature, or any way repaired by outward art, of 
any inclination ro or power of re1gONh and nFTpgnce in 
2 their 
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their ſtead ſeeds of all manner of corruption, they make 

him fir only for perverſnels and miſcheif incurable and 

unavoydable. As for inftance, He whoſe very princi- 

ples allow him to, and juſtifie him in lying as well as 

{pcakingrruch, defrauding as well as dealing uprightly, 
e that can withour any o__ ro me of my name, 


eftare, wife, &c. b:leeving in his very ſoul, and conſci- 


ence that he doth therein as well as if he did the contrary, 
or did forbcar foto do, which way can I converſe with 
him; or fecure my felf from him 5 This world is bad 
enougfras it is, but certainly did bur theſe principles over- 
ſpread it, it would be far worſe. It would bea yer 
Hell im _reſpe& of what it now is. It would be ſucha 
ſcat of contuſion, oppreſſion, and miſery, as would make 
chem themſelves (from whom theſe principles ſprang, 
and inwhomrhey do moſt fully raign) pertedtly weary 
of it. ' (For ſuch miſerable principles are they, rhar they 
can —_ harm them in whom they take place, and others 
through them, but can in no wiſe ſecure, no not ſo much 
as them themſelves who proſtitute all their honour and 
excellency ro entertain them. ) | 

This is moſt certain, . There is no truth nor righteouſ- 
neſs upon the face of this Earth. Man is fo ſelfith, blind 
and corrupt in his very root (which all the art of common 
Nature or Religion can neither retifie nor ſway down) 
that he cannor be rrue or juſt eirher ro his netghbor ot 
himſelf. But though there is no truth of righteouſneſs, 
yet there is a ſhadow of righteouſne(s, whereby the pre- 
tent ſtate of things ſubſiſts, from whence that peace, 
ſweernels, ſafery, and enjoyment which man hath, flow- 
eth. Now to break down this ſhadow, by the ſubſtance 
of that trurh which man wants, would be excellent ſer- 
vice: bur to beat it down by a lye, by confuſion, by 
darkneſs, ro thruſt out this ſeeming righteouſneſs by real 
filthinefs and abomination, this would both bring defola- 


ton 
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tion upon the preſent ſeeming happineſs of man, and 
plunge him into a far deeper miſery then thar wherein he 
yetis. He that will aſcend, let him firſt deſcend, He 
that will through down rightcoufneſs, let him firſt pur- 
ſuc, attain and bring righteouſneſs. He that hath and can 
at pleaſure fulfil the Law, may challenge ſomeliberty in 
undervaluing it ; bur it very 1}1 beſcemeth- him to make 
light of ir, who is yet in the ſtrength and power of his 
nature and condition far beneath it. 

4. Their dangeronſnefs in caſe cf miftake, Manis ma 
weak ſtare, cometh forth with a weak eye, and hath but 
a weak fight and judgment of things. How many ſorts 
of men do, ſome or other of them every day, diſcover 
themſelves deceived in their apprehenſions, deceived in 
their principles, deceived in their praiſes Thou who 
art of this judgment, how many doſt thou apprehend de- 
ceived 2 how often haſt thou thy ſelf been deceived bc- 
fore thou arivedft here 2 Now ſuppoſe thou alſo ſhouldfſt 
be deceived as well as others, and here again as well as 
formerly tn other things , and that there ſhould at laſt 
prove both good and evil, Light and Darkneſs, Hell 
and Heaven, the children of Light, and the children of 
Darknefs, &c. what a condition wert thou in? Thon 
mayft ſay rafhly, Thou muſt take it as it falls, bur artrhou 
ure that underſtandingly thou canſt be contentto do fo ® 
Alas, the Lord with his engines of miſery will be roo hard: 
for thee ! Thou alfo wilt be made (wirh all finners) rore- 
xent the ſtopping thy ears at the voyce of Wiſdom, and 
arkening to the enchantments of thine own fedncing 
ſpirit, which hath led thee /ike-a foot to the rin sf | 
flocks for alas thou Bneweſt nut that it was for thy life ! 

The teſtimonies which Chriſt gave concerning theſe 
things were not light, nor upon light terms.” He dealt 
fairly and lainly, ſpeaking what he knew, whoſe know- 
ledg was. n. ither ſmall nor uncertain : and a tn - 

ertake 
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dertake, upon a ſtrong apprehenſion of reaſon, to over- 
throw that divine light which ſhone in him 2 

.' Thedanger of theſe perſons! muſt needs be great : for 
they: do nor only practile all manner of things whichGod, 
Chriſt and Nature condemneth, bur they do it as good, 
and they teach others to do ſo. They call (and that with 
a loud voice, inthe fight of the Sun) evil good, and 
goodeyil, darkneſs light, and light darknel(s, confound- 
ing them togerher and equalizing them both, laughing 
out of countenance all the wiſdom of God in all his dil{- 
penſations, who hath profeſſedly pur a difference between 
them. 

Now if theſe men be in the right, they will have no 
great adyantage, 'tor others will be as fate as they ; bur 
doubtleſs, if they be in the wrong their danger cannot 
but be exceeding great. | ; 

_ God hath baffled the reaton of man in all its undertak- 
ings, yea and he delights to make the wiſdom of it ap- 
pear folly. All the Imaginations of man hitherto have 
fallen, and can theſe ſtand © My Soul in the inmoſt judg- 
ment of it, upon the deepeſt obſervation, ſearch, trial, 
ſenſe and experience, faith ; they cannot, but that there 
muſt needs be a future eſtate of rhings wherein all ſhall be ſet 

to rights,wherein righteouſneſs which hath here been always op- 
a; ſhall be rewarded, and iniquity which hath as yet 
flouriſhed ſhall pine in pain and her - as alſo, That the 
preſent life and haypyneſs of man conſiſts in union, and com- 
munion.with light, in the ſeveral kinds and degrees of it, pro- 
portionable obs eftate, and in a ſeparation from darkneſs in 
the ſeveral kinds and degrees ofit. "7 
My -advice therefore to all perſons (for their own 
good and ſafety) is, not to run away with notions and ap- 
rehenfions of things, but firſt to meaſure them,: And 
ethatis notable to meaſure them, let him not receive 
them.; but let a man only receive wharthc is able to mea- 
| ture. 
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ſure. What the eye of the ſenſes cantruly judg of, they 
may acknowledg ; and thus may the eye -of reaſon do 
alſo: and as for the eye of the ſpirir, though it be cleerer 
and ſtronger then cither of the other, yet it is nor ſafe for 
itto proceed further then ſo : Ir will be as dangerous for 
it to receive beyond what it can underſtandingly judge, 
as it is for the eye either of ſenſe or reaſon. Now tell 
me, He thar in ſenſible things ſhall conclude all one, 
and not underſtanding himſelf ſhall venture to cart or 
drink poyſon in ſtead of good, and proper nouriſhment; 
or He that in things of reaſon ſhall do the like in their 
kind, what palpable and irrecoverable dangers doth he 
incur hereby: Nor is the hazard or damage leſs in 
things of a ſpiritual nature and concernment. Let him 
therefore that is in this preſent ſtate of weakneſs, in dan- 
ger of miſcariage in his apprehenſions and motions, and 
liable to miſery thereby, (I ſay in -pity, love, and ten- 
derneſs to him) Let him take heed, and not make his eye = 
uſeleſs by entertaining ſuch a beam as will exclude, or 
tucha mote as will interrupt the truth and cleerneſs of 
his ſight. 


VI. of the Various falſe New-births and the true one, which 
are diſtinguiſhed by their root and nature. 
loun 3. 6. 
That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh; and that which i bors 
of the Spirit, is Spirit. 

T Here are two ways of diſtinguiſhing the things of God; 
The one by the 7007 from which they ſpring, The 
other is by the nature which they receive into themlelves 
from their root, -All the Religion of man, all the lifc 
that man is capable of, - cometh from a fleſhly root : and 
when it is ſprung in him, 4t is ill bur fle{bly init ſelf or 
inits own nature. The truth of God, the true nature . 
of God ſpringeth only from the ſpirit of the Lord, and 
See wo fe- 
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remaineth ſpirit whereſoever it ſprings, transforming and 
making that alſo ſpiritual whieh 15 truly united to jt, More 
fully thus ; 

There are two ſeeds which ſpring up in this world, The 
natural and the ſpiritual, the earthly and the heavenly, the 
ſeed of this outward warld or nature,which ſeed is 4dam, 
the ſeed of 1nother world, ofa more inward world or 
nature, which ſeed is Chrifft, Propartionably, there are 
wo Mothers, Wembs, or Roots, in wham theſe ſeeds are 
begotten, wherein theſe ſeeds are canccived, and from 
which they ſpring, which are Hagar and Sarah, the Fery- 
felem below and the Feruſelem aheve, Nature, and Grace, 
or the ſpirit of this werldand the Spirit mhich « of God, In 
theſe the'ſeeds are hid, and out of theſe they ariſe ; the ane 
from the one, the other from the ather. The fleſhly ſeed 
comes from the flethly mother, out of the fleſhly womb, 
from the rqot of fleſh ; The ſpiritual ſeed cometh from 
the womb, and out of the root of the ſpirit. Nor do they 
only proceed from the roor, hut they alſo partake of the 
nature of the root, each do of that root from which they 
ſpring : ſothat that which ſprings from the Earth, from 
the fleſh, from the root of this common nature, is of the 
Earth, is of the fleſh, is of this common' nature; and 
that which ſprings from the root of the Spirit of God, 
iS ſpirit with that ſpirit. Yet more largely ; 

| Evey thing is and as according to irs root. The 
whole nature, courſe and end of every thing is anſwers 
able to the nature of its root, According as the root is 
from which the ſeed of the tree ſprings (tor the tree grows 
up from a ſced, and that ſeed comes from a roat) ſuch is 
the nature of the tree, ſuch is the eſtate and condition of 
the tree, ſuch is the truit of the tree, and ſuch will be the 
end of the trec. ' This is 4 general truth, but particulat- 
ly inthis place applied to Religion, 41 things 1 Religion 
 - «reaccording to the root from which they ſpring , Allthings 
in 
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in Religion may grow upon any tree (whether natural, 
attificial or ſpiritual) but chat which diſtinguiſheth chem - 
in their root. Now there arc two great roots (as there 
are two great conditions, two great courſes, two kinds 
of fruit, and two great ends of things, ſo there are tws 
oreat Originals of things, ) Nature. and Grace, Fleſh 
and Spifit,, God and Man : There is the carthly 
and the heavenly root, the finful and the holy root, the 
humane andthe divine root. Theſe roots as they are 
in us have each of them theirown riſe, their own nature, 
theit own properties, their ownfrait, their own courle, 
their own end. The fleſhly root inus hath a flcſhly riſe, 
a feſhly nature, fleſhly porancs is iaa fleſhly eſtate 
and condition, runs a fleſhly courſe, brings forth fleſhly 
fruit, and tends to a fleſhly end, viz. to corruption: 
T he {ſpiritual root in us hath a ſpiritual riſe, a ſpiritual 
nature, ſpiritual properties, is in a ſpiritual eſtate and 
condition, brings forth ſpiritual fruit, and 'tends to a {pi- 
titual end s He —_ to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap 
corruption s but he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirrs 
reup life everlaſting. This is that which putreth the great 
difference berween things, making the onc happy in their 
mulery., and the other miſerable in-rheir happineſs, 
namely the differcnce of theic roots : The high, the fou- 
#ſhing cſtare of ſome, in all manner of knowledg, inall 
manner of enjoyments comes to nothing; the low, arre 
deſolareſtarciof others is very preeieus, becaule of their 
differetit roots : Babel isumlovely in hergreateſt luſtre and 
glory, even when the is built very highand adoracd with 
the-greareſt ſpiritual riches,magnificence and.beauty ; but 
$Sivy is lovely in her greateſt-ruines &:defolations, even in 
her veryduft,and all uponthis ground, becauſe of their (e- 
veral natures which they have from and which are fed by 
their ſeveral-toots'in alltheir changes : Tt is the root of the 
fcſhfrom which 3 be! ſprings, and by which ſhe is _ 
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ed and adorned in her greateſt eeming'y ſpiritualglory,, 


itis the root of the ſpirit which begets, brings forth, and 


feeds Son even in her loweſt ebb and diminution, So 


that mark now, you ſhall finde the ſame things in both : 


Allthat you can finde-in $70» you may finde in Babyloy z. 


there is not anyknowledz,there is notany pradife which the 
ſpirit of man cannot take up, nay and perhaps go through 
with better then the ſeed ; bur yet there is a vaſt difference, 
they are ſtil of a different nature, which difference floweth 
from the difference of the roor. Therefore if a man will in- 
deed know his eſtate and condition, it is not to be done fo 
much by conſidering of any thing that is in him, orof.an 

thing that floweth from-him barely-in it (elf, as to rch 
out thereby and thercin the root from which it proceed- 


 eth. Not ſomuch to conclude,I am ſafe becauſe I repent - 


or beleevye,bur to find out the true root from whence theſe 
flow, & to ſeek forthe true nature in the things themſelys, 
To make this to. be more manifeſt, I ſhall inſtance in 
fome things of the greateſt conſequence,and ſhew that the 
diſtin&tion among them doth ariſe fromthe nature of their 
root,as particularly in theſe,1.In Regeneration,2.In Know-. 
ledg, 3. In Repentance, 4. In Faith, 5.In Love, 6.In Expe- 
reence, 7. In Liberty, All which may grow from each, 
from the root of mans nature drefled and purified, and 
ſo be fleſhly, or from a new nature from the new creation 
of God in Chriſt, and ſo be ſpiritual. | 
x. For Regeneration. Y ou will ſay,for a man to be born a- 
gain,this is the greateſt evidence of life that can be:yea but 
Regeneration itſelf is according to the nature of the root. 
Mans ſpirit may enter into the womb of fleſh, and there be 
born again, ſo faith Chriſt here (ſpeaking of regeneration, 
ſpeaking of the ſecond birth) that which is born of the fleſh 
2s fleſh. A man may be new born in Religion by the fleſh, 
that is, by the uſe of his own wiſdom and reaſon, of ſery- 


ing and conſidering the things that are diſcovered by 
| = Go 
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God in his diſpenſations, eſpecially if they be held out ve- 
ry cleerly and miraculouſly as the caſe was here: Any man 
who had been ingenious might have acknowledged waat 
Nicodemus did here, That Chriit was a teacher come from 
God, and ſo conſ{cquently that there was juſt ground to-re- 
ceive his doctrine and belecve in him. Now that regenera- 
tion which ariſeth hence,which is from fleſh, which is from 
the nſe of any wiſdom, reaſon, underſtanding or power in 
man, it is-according tothis root,it is a change of fleſh from 
fleſh into fleſh, it is all along but a fleſhly change, it is not 
the change of a mans ſpirit into a new nature, but only a 
change of the ſhape and form of it: The man indeed ſeems 
mightily changed unto himſelf, 'new-born, new-made, 
he is not what he was,burt a new thing, hath new thoughts 
of God, new deſires towards God, new hopes, a new life 
and converſation, and ſo it is with him in a kind, in a ſence 
he is not what he was, he is new; bur all this newnels is 
but the newneſs of the fleſh, it is bur the putting on anew 


garment, a newdreſs onthe old man, on.the.old wiſdom, 


reaſon, underſtanding, ingenuity and integrity, which be- 
longs to-the nature of Adam, and may eatily be found in 
that nature, where it is any thing.awakened and poliſhed. 

But now that regeneration.which is from God,that man 
who is brought forth again in the womb of his ſpirit, that 
man who hath a new root from the. ſeed of his life, 
this change is truly ſpiriral, this manis truly ſpirit - caſt 
this man into what ſhape and form you will, he is ſtill 
ſpirit. The. other mans Rel:gi0z conſiſts in . his form, 
(which the ſweetneſs and ingenury of his earthly principle 
feeds itſelf in, and exerciſcth it {elfe about) ſo that take 
away his form and you take away his Religion; but this 
mans Religion confiſts in the nature of his ſpirit, in the na» 
ture of that root from which his ſpirit came,and which it 
iS one with. 

2. AsStouching Knowledg. Knowledg is the nextthing 
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ts the new birth: whe a niah is new born in any kinde, 
He is Nill brought forth into a new light 3 in which tee is to 
live, accorditig to which he is to move and aet, and by 
Wnch he is to be perfeAted. Now the ſpirit of man may 
be brought forth in any kind of knowledg ; light of every 
ſortis {urable to his ſpirit z and according to the breaking 
bf it fotth, ſtill he can take it in. Indeed what can more 
folly diſtinguiſh the Children of light, then light, and yet 
what light cannor the ſpirit of man,the Child of darkhefs 
transform Himſelf info 2 what truth, what myſtery can 
be teyealed; which the fpiric of man cannot ſuck in 
Thon+h That the vift of prophecy, ſaith the Apoſtle,and n1- 
der Fob al myſteries ani all knowledy,&c. and wunted love, 
implying the pofſibilityof ſuch athng. There is a rationa- 
lity in all the 74-3 of God, which the reaſon of man may 
reach, eſpecially iF it be affiſted by God, And yet thar ren 
not have'a divine root th Himſelf; For wantof which his 
knowledg cannot be call'd ttuly divine;though itbe from 
Ab61e. The things themſelves fray be from above, the 
difcovery of them to him may be from above, yea he 
May receive divine help in the Feeciving of them, ane yer 
that iti. Airfi whceth recelvech them may be but Acth, and 
Way reveive but the Ah of them. Man recerveth bur 
thee r4tiohality; biſt the ontivard nature , but the external 
knowleds of the things of God,notthe inwhtd fWbliahce. 
So thar a1 his knowſeds H heivenly thinss, wherwith he 
4botinds, is butAtthly ; its not rhe khowitde, K is'hot 
the knowleds of the truth, it is-h6t tie light, it BfGt 
the light of the Lord, 'it is not the light ofa” ply 
from the Spirit of the Lord; but a light of man, - bo nog 
will, a fieſhly light of God, at which man hath kghted his 
Acſhly ſpirit. All the light which triahs'ſpirit is'capable 
of in'the'things of God,'doth not argue life, doth hot #r- 
gue truth to accompany it, becauſe it may be bortic of 
the flcth, and'ſo be ficſhly'; may indeed{5; and'cannot = 
Soo ts | G 
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be ſa: All his knowledg of Ges, af Chriſt, of Sip, Death, 
Hel:of life,ſalvation and happineſs,and the woy ro each, ec. 
beit never ſo cleere and never ſo full in the heart, yerit - 
is all but fleſhly, becavle it is in a fleſhly ſpirit, proceed- 
ing from a fleſhly root, and can give forth ix {elf, bye 
according tg its pwn nature, and can he received in, but 
according to the eapacity of thar which receiveth it. Ag 
man who receiverh theſe things into himſelf, ſprings 
from 4 root of fleſh and is fleſh, ſathat which he receiy- 
eth of the things of God, is but ficſhly : He himſelf un- 
der all his (piritual changes (as he accqunteth them) and 
with all his {ſpiritual nations, is but feſk  *: | 
But now he which is ſþ4rit, all the knowledg which he 
hath is Pirirudl ; the leaſt degree of his light is (pirigual : 
He that i horn of the ſpirit is brought farth inta the #rve 
light, into the light of the (ſpirit, where he (eeth and dil- 
cerneththe things of God in their own true nature. He 
knowerh tbe true God, and his wery Son Freſus Chriſt, He 
knoweth the trueDeath, the true Life, the true Reſurretti- 
on and Glery of the Saw, yea he learneth and knoweth, in 
bis own order and place, all thetrurhs of God, nax as 
they are held forth by each man, bur as they axe in Fe- 
[4s Let knowledg come never (o fichlily: clathedro 
him, he thruſts off all char is fleſh of it, and receives in no- 
thing but -_ whereas the other, \let knawledg come 
never ſo ſpiritually to hjm, recciveth in and can receive 
in only the fleſh of it. 
. 3, For Repentance, which is 2 dying wats fin, which is 
natural ynto him that is new-born and braught into the 
light, This the ſpirir of man can do toa, 2nd cannot but 
do; Every change in him from -cvery kind and degrec 
of corruption (whereof there is dayly occalion miniſtered 
unto him) cauicch repentance. Mans natural ſpirit, 
opened to (ec it ſelf, cannot but repent, it Eannot bus 
make him loath himſ{clf, his owa aature, his own ſtate; 
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his own courſe, . his own. end. What man, had he the 
view of himſelf, of his ſpirit, could forbeare abhorcing 
the nature and ſtare of it There is that in the nature of 
man which cannot but turne from that corruption which 
he hath contracted, with all the concomitants and effects 
of it; ſo that - were but the. nature of man awakened, 
though there were neither Heaven to reward nor Hell to 
punith , he could not but loath fin, thoughthis is alſo 
rrue,that now by the power of his corruption it is become 
2-new nature to him, and ſo he loverth it, and would not 
be-rid of it; yet there is the relique of ſomewhat at the 
bottom of it, which is his-firſt and trueft nature, which 
hath a contrariety in it hereunto, and which upon oc- 
cafion of being ſtirred. at any time, diſcovereth thar 
contririety, But for all that, the ſpirit of man doth on- 
ly repent fleſhlily, I ſay this Repertaxcelet it ariſe never 
{ high, and be heighrened-by.never ſo many freſh diſco- 
verics of God and ſpiritual conſiderations, yet ſtill iris 
bur fleſhly ; for that which the light of God ditcovers and 
ſtirs in the gature of man, is but of the nature of man, 

But now, That Repentance which ariſeth from a rrue 
root, from a renewed (pirit, from a ſpirit changed into 
the nature of the ſeed which is ſown in 1t, this repentance 
be it never ſo low, letit be neyer ſo thickly, deeply and 
darkly covered with a ſeeming approbation and juſtifica- 
tion of fin, yet the thing it ſclte, the repentance it ſelf is 
{piritual, It coming from a ſpiritual root muſt. needs 
be ſpiritual, notwirhſtanding irs contrary black appear- 
ance, as the orher notwithſtanding all its light, bright- 
ne{s and glory, is but carnal, : 

4 For Faith, which « the new life, Mans ſpirit doth 
naturally beleeve (though his. Faith is bur -ocgaftonlly 
drawn forth:) Secing his danger, his miſery, he cannor 
but lean upon that which is held out ro him as his proper 
reſcue, releif and ſupport. Let God in Chriſt be dif- 
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covered to be the only fortreſs, mancannot but run thi- 
ther. And yet his Faith and all his motions in this kind 
having bur fleſh, having bur ſelf, having but his own na- 
ture ( viz, the nature of the firſt Adam ) for their root, 
what can they be but fleſhly, but of hisown nature, but of 
thenature of the firſt Adam ? Nicodemus here could not-. 
but run to Chriſt,acknowledg Chriſt, beleeve on Chriſt, 
but whar ſaith Ghriſt to him £ Ah poor Nicodemns, that 
which is born of the fleſh is fleſh. 
| To open this a little further, becauſe it is the main 

thing whereupon all dependeth , If either the nature or 
object of faith be miſtaken, the miſcarriage is moſt cer- 
tain, therefore there is need of great warineſs here ; Now 
ro make this truth aſſerted here, appear the more evident, 
I ſhall add this conſideration following. 

The nature of man came from the nature of God, (If 
you ſhould ſtumble at this expreſſion, and ſay it came 
from his Will, yet ſure you will not deny his will to be 
his nature:)And as there was at firſt,ſo there is ſtill a natu- 
ralneſs between God and man, though not ſo open and 
manifeſt. God doth naturally take care of man, and man 
doth naturally depend upon his God, Were the heart of 
God but opened, we ſhould ſee there that from which the 
nature of man did flow, and his loye unto man and care 
of him even in his broken eſtate ; and were the heart of 

- man but opened, we ſhould read there dependance and 
confidence upon his God. Iris his yery nature, though at 
preſent he be exceedingly turacd out of it by an heap of 
corruption; bur let the light and diſcoveries of God break 
in upon him,they ſtir upthis againin him preſently : only 
indeed his corruption is (o ſtrong that he cannot come off 
cleyerly in any motion of this kind, but his heart and na- 
ture ſtands towards it. Now is not this evident, That 
whatever is in the nature of man, may be drawn forth, 
and that what is thus _ torth from the Nature of 

| mare 


/ 


 UMI 


——_— — ——_————— om R— — 


- LOCDD cans 


7: Various Births. 
m:n, is but natural or fleſhly 2 Ir is natural to man to 


look out for Lelp,and as natural to him to truſt that which 


is diſcovered to him as proper and willing to help him : 
And this faith, though it be awakened, and Rtirred, nay 
as-it were begotten in him by divine means, yet that doth 
not argue it to be divine. That which the ſpirit of the 
Lord by his warmth and quickening vertue awakeneth 
in and draweth out of the fleſhly root(notwithſtanding his: 
divine breathings and influences upon it ) doth not there- 
upon become Divine ;z though it is eafte for weak man, 
who is not acquainted with ſuch kind of things, without 
much queſtioning to account it ſo. 

But now, T hat faith which proceeds from a new na- 
tare, from a new birth from God, John 1.12, 13. from a 
[piritual reot, that mult needs be ſpiritual. I ſhall nor need 
Po inſiſt upon the reſt, I ſhall therefore only mention 

cm. 

5. For Love, There is a love inthe nature of man, which 
doth naturally flow forth towards that which is lovely to 
the eye of his nature: Now God and his Chriſt, having all 


| the excellency in them that is taking to the eye and heart 


of man, and much more, upon the diſcovery of this unto 
man, how can man chuſe bur love them!yet this ariſing fro 
the nature of man, upon ſuch a diſcoyery as his nature is 
capable of admitting , is but according to the root, it 1s 
bur natural, it is but fleſhly. Burt that love which proceed- 
eth from a new life, that love is of a new nature,cven of 
the nature of that ſpirit ous of which it ſhoots. 

6. For Experience. Man may have many experiences 
ina natural way of religion and devotion, or in any dif- 
penſation wherein he is placed z Experiences of God, ex- 
periences of his own heart, experiences of the nature of 
things, (the people of the Jews had many experiences of 
Gods owning them, and care of them, 7c.) And yet theſe 
alſo are according to the xoot. Thoſe P_—_—_ 
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which the ſpirit of man, the nature of man, the under- 
ſtanding of man gathereth and comprehendeth, they are 
bur experiences of man, they are but experiences inand 
according to the light and nature of man : Thole expe- 
riencesalone which are gathered by the nature and obler- 
vation of the new life, they only teſtifie the truth of, and 
they alone are uſefull to that lite, 
« 7. And laſtly, For Liberty, True liberty is a very 
ſweet effect of the light of theGoſpel. Theſpirit of man in 
this preſent ſtate of nature, is commonly bound up in 
darkneſs ( every mans darkneſs is his priſon ) whom light 
doth ſet free, Now as mans ſpirit may receive the light of 
the Goſpel ( after a maner the ſpirit of man may recciye 
that light which is held forth in the diſpenſation of the. 
_ Goſpel) ſo mans ſpirit may come forth into liberty, into 
great liberty,he may feel himſelf free from all his bonds, 
yea this freedom may be ſo large and clear to him thar he 
may be able to ſay in his heart,all things are lawful for me : 
and yet all this may be but the liberty of mans ſpirit, and 
another that ſeems to be in all maner of bonds, may have 
the true freedom, for the one is true,though but in its birth 
or ſeed, and the other is not true, though in its greateſt 
growth and flouriſhing. RY, 
- Theſubſtance of all that truth is in God, whereof in 
man there is but the weak dark ſhadow: He therefore thar 
is begotten by God ( he that floyes from the generative 
vertue of his divine nature) is begotten-in that tubſtance; 
but he which is begoten by man(or that which is begotten 
in man by the pureſt and exafeſt ſtrain of the human 
ſpirit, either his own or any others, though with the grea- - 
teſt turtherances and afſiſtances eyen from above ) is be- 
gotten but in ſome -part or other of the ſhadow, which 
when the ſubſtance appears, cannot but vaniſh, pals away, 
and provealye ſo far as it was taken for the truth ; for the 
pureſt extract that can be raiſed,cyen by God himfelf, gp 
Fi 2 | 0 
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of the ſpirit of man, is not the thing, but the ſhadow of ir. 
But now there is the truth in the ſeed'in weakneſs, as well 
as the truth in growth. The greateſt perfe&ionof the 
ſpirit of man is but a lye, fo faras it takes upan it to be 
the truth; for it is buta fleſhly image of truth, ir-is nor 
truth it ſelf : All the Repentance, Faith, Love,8c,which the 
ſpirit of man can poſhbly be raiſed unto by any thing 
that can work upon his ſpirit, is but a ſhadow of that Re- 
pentance,faith,love &c.which is in the nature of God and 
flowetk from the nature 'of God(for there is in Goda tur- 
ning from that which he calletÞto our ſpiritsto turn from 
which is Repentance, and adherence to and confidence in 
that which he calleth ro us to caſt our ſelves upon, which is 
faith)but is not thething it felf. But now the ſecd,and thar 
which is in it and cometh from it,even in its greateſt weak- 
neſs, is truth : That Repertance,that Faith, that Love,ec. 
that floiveth from this nature, from this life, is of this 
nature, is of this life, The meaneſt the loweſt thing thar is 
born of the ſpirit is ſpirit, even in its loweſt ſtate, irits 
loweſt kind and degree of motions ; and the-greaeſt the 
higheſt _ that is born of the fleſh, even in its greateſt 
height, inthe utmoſt degree of all its ſpiritual exaltation, 
excrcile and motion, 7s but fleſh. One man may run 
with much quickneſs and cleerneſs through all diſpenſari- 
ons, and be wonderfally raiſed, and yet remain but fleſh 
before, in, and afterall ; Another may bein the loweſt 
form of the loweſt diſpenſation, and yetbe ſpirit there. 

Ir is true theſe things forementioned are all of them ef- 
feds ( or at leaft concomitants ) of the Goſpel. Man, 
dark man, hears no neyws of a new birth, -of the knowledg 
of God, of Repentanece,Faith,&c. Bur yet where the Go- 
{ſpel comcth,theſe things fo far as'they are in the nature of 
man,are awakened and heightened, Party by Satan there» 
by ro kcep out the truth ( for hereby he cozeneth 
and deceivetk men , making them beleeye they are 
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new men: whereas. they are: new only in reſpe&t. of. 
what; they outwardly, were, viz. in: reſpe&t of :the. 
form. or ſhape wherein their ſpirit was, but not in 
reſpe& 67weu. inward nature) and parily by Gra, to make 
a.proot- or trial of the fpirit of man throughout: Ar firſt, 
God tried him-in his wholc'or. ſound,” and:now he-trjeth 
him in his broken eftare,. in.allthe ſeveral changes he can 
undergo there: Therefore doth-the. Lord not only draw 
forth what is in him; but alſo add. thereunto: byrgifrs and 
aſſiſtances from above, that at length he may give torth: 
a.compleat experiment: of:man, whar he is or what he can 
come to. Andalthough theſe experiments be-notof uſe 
tothe nature and cycot the Lord, to farther his fight or. 
knowledg ;. yet there is 4 nature: and eye'to which they 
are very uſctul, yea neceſſary, to which-nature-and eyethe 
Lord is engaged by his:nature, to make them manifeſt in 
ſuch a way, manner, feaſon, and proportion as his'nature 
and theirs require, - ESTS 0 eo 
| For the, better illuſtration yet a little: further both of 
this truth in. general and of thefe particular inſtances, 
Take notice of this threefold diſtindtion of the: ſpirit of 
man, or carefully obſerve, and diftinguiſh#he fpirit of 
man in this threefold. eſtate or condition. Firſt, in his »4- 
tural growth, Secondly, in his Tranſplantation. Thirdly, 
in his ſpiritual Renovation. 
I, There is the ſpirit of man in its natural way of growth... 
T he ſpirit of man naturally inclinerh towards LA 4 oa : 
T here is indeed a bulk of corruption which hangeth abour 
him and turneth him afide, but his own ſpirit diſreliſh- 
eth it, and he wiſheth he-were freed from it, and-made to- 
be in himſelf that which is naturally excellem: © This is 
the heart of every man by nature : He wouldſcrve God, 
he would enjoy God, he would be juſt and righteous to 
men; It is the corruption which hangeth about his na- 
ture, and is grown ſo. ſtrong and prevyalcatthatiris now 
L 6, F 3 z become. 


Us tee 4 


Ye I de are ers a—n_m_ oe —— IL ens 


33. | F ari0u8 Births, 
become his nature, which maketh him otherwiſe, but in 


his root, in his | gr he'is notſo: and hethirſterh 


to be delivered from this bondage of corruption 
which thus turneth him aftde from himſelf. (The natu- 
ral ſpirit of man, which is the principle parr of the Crea- 
tion, cannot be excluded from groaning with the reſt of 
the Creation under that load and burthen of vanity and 
corruption which lyeth chiefly upon it: in it ſelf there- 
fore it is no friend thereunto, but unto that which is ſu- 
table to its own nature.) 

So that now whatſoever carrieth a ſtamp of excellency 
upon it (as all the ways of righteouſneſs towards man, 
and all the ways and Inſtitutions of God concern- 
ing his Worſhip do) man cannot but aſpire after and en- 
deavor tocontorm himſelf unto: For though man can- 
rt ſee the particular Wiſdom of God in his diſpenſations 
and inſtitutions, yet withali he cannot bur ſee that he want- 
cth his light and guidance, and that itis proper for him 
to obſerve and: obey. his pleature and commands, with- 
out his particular underſtanding the reaton of them: 

Hence it comethto paſs that man ipringeth up, and 
flouriſtheth in any way ot Religion wherein he is ſer, Ir is 
{o natural to him to love God, to truſt God, to ſeek after 
and follow. his dirc&ions, -and'iman is ſo ſenſible of the 
reality of his ſpirir herein, that there is no beating him 
out of his apprehenſions concerning the relation between 
God and him,: or concerning the truths of thole ways 
wherein he worſhips and terves him. - He findeth that he 
doth naturally incline to God, and defire the knowledg 
of his ways, and he cannot bur belceve that God doth as 
naturally incline to him and guide him in his ways. (It 
istrue, There is thatin: the preſent nature of man which 
hateth God ; but this is al(9 4s :rue, There is that inthe 


nature of man which lov-:': rhart root of exccllency in 
God from which it came at fiſt, and wiuch is ill its lite, 
hope, 
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hope, delire, and perfection. ) 

And though man naturally fall into that way and form 
of Religion in which he is educated, yet ſo far as any 
thing can be held out co his underſtanding and reaſon, et- 
ther turther in, or different from; what he hath received, 
he cannor but endeayor ingeniouſly to weigh it, and be 
ready to give up himſelf to be changed by ir, ſo far as it 
approveth it ſelf weighty. So far as any one falls ſhort 
of this, he falleth ſhort of being a man, and his own ſpi- 
rit will juſtly. condemn him therein, _ 

Now how many. changes by this means may: man be 
brought into in Religion ! His eye and underſtanding is 
ſo ſhallow, that eyer and anon different diſcoycries 
may be made unto- him both concerning outward wor- 
ſhip, yea and alſo concerning the ſpiritual nature, exer- 
ciſes and praiſes of Religion. Has old way, his old ap- 
prehenfions may be made appear to him to haye been but 
vanity, and ſomewhat more new and more. ſeemingly 
ſubſtantial may be repreſented to him. Poor weak-(pi- 
rited man is fit only to be baffled and made a fool of : 
Fain he would betake himſelf ſomewhere and fix, and ſo 
he may for. a time, but afore he is awaze ſomewhat 
ſtronger will ſhake it, ſomewhat cleerer will diſpoſc it ; 
which if he doth but open the eye of his nature and rea- 


. ſon, hecannot butlet in; and iff he do not, he is buta 


brute and not a man, and maintains his own ſtanding bru- 
tiſhly,not rationally ; which though it may occaſion ſome 
brutiſh caſe to him at preſent, yer will prove his loſs at 
the upſhot. Burt that man who is truly a man, being 
induſtrious to ſearch outthe mind and will of the Lord. 
and quick to take in that light and theſe diſcoveries which 
in various kinds and degrees of rays are darted farth, can- 
not chuſe but undergo many changes, both according to 
the diverſity of theſe diſcoveries and according to the dit- 


terence of his own capacity, both which gayly alter. 
Man 
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Man is ſtill growing and his light| im every kind can-. 
tinuatly changed , how then . can he himſelf eſcape 
changes ! And that man which is truly ingenious 
(giving every thing ſcope in his ſpirit according to 
the nature and vertue'of it, ſearching into the Scrip- 
tures, praying for the help of God, and embracin 
every beam of light ſo far as he can findit to be ſo) 
how high may he grow in Religion, and yet the 
root of mans nature, may feed him in all theſe defires 
and inall theſe endeavors | We miſtake when we think 
mans nature inclineth him only to corruption 5 No, there 
is a root in him that inclineth him toReaſon,to Righteouſ- 
neſs, &c. which did he give ſcope to,the Lord would bleſs 
in its way (though this were no ſtep or degree towards 
rhenewlife :') The image of God in man is broken, but 
not annihilated. There is ſtill atruc repreſentation of 
God in him, though in much darkneſs and confuſion : 
The image of God may ſtill be found in man though un- 
der an huge heap of rubbiſh : and if God at any time 
ſtir this, it cannot but appear more, and a& towards God 
and after righteouſneſs and excellency ; yea if the Lord 
dung and water it much it will ſhoot forth very far, and 
grow very large and high in knowledg, taith and obedi- 
ence due-to God either under the Law, or under the 
Goſpel. | 
2. Thereis the ſpirit of man tranſplanted by vertue of a 
diſpenſation from God. There is-not only the ſpirit of 
man growing, as well as he can, on his old:broken ftock 
from his old decayed root : bur there is alſo the fpirit of 
man taken outot the old ftock and grafted. into 4 new 
Olive-tree, by the power and vertue of a diſpenſation; in 
fo much as he loſerh the:ſcentof his old corruption, and 
taſterhof the {ivectneſsand farneſs af this new root. Yea 
he hath by this means a new Spirit, . a new Life, a new 
Power; This or that particular diſpenſation of God 
| {cizing 
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{ſeizing upon him, by the vertue whichit hathinirand 
carrierh with ir, maketh him new m the world,” yea and 
new in himſelf: ſo that by the influence of that diſpen- 
ſation, yea and according to the outward meaſure of ir, hc 
may be a new Trce and bring forth new fruit unto God, 
We have two great inſtances of this, the one in that nati- 
onal people of the Fews, the other inthe converted Gen- 
tiles. 
The Fews, they were tranſplanted from among the 
reſt of the Nations into Chriſt who was their 0/ive-tree, 
(Rom. 11, I7. 24. ) out of which they grew : They 
had a Zife within, and a /izht without beyond the reſt of 
the world: They had the mind of God, the guidance of 
God, the protection of God, the inſtruftions of God, &C. 
and ſo they might well go further in the knowledg and 
pragiſe of Religion then other Nations could. 

After them the Gextzles, ſome of the Gentiles, ſome of 
all Nations among the Gentiles were tranſplanted in their 
ſtead, yea and were put more within the root, receiving a 
ſtronger influence from it then the Fews did : They had 
a further degree of /izht,life,vower, 3c, held forth and ad- 
miniftred to. them, whereby they might proceed much 
turther then ever the Jewes could. Their ſtate, kind and 
degree of growth in Religion, was very great, above the 
Jewes, which did ariſe from the adyantage of their dif- 
penlation. | 

I. They had thereby « deeper diſcovery of light thenthe 
Jews : they had a deeper,more inward and ipiritual gpen- 
ing of the things ofGod in them and upon them,then ever 
was diſpenced to the Jews: Thoſe things which were dark 
and myſterious in thoſe diſcoveries of God to the Jewes, 
were manifeſt and plain in the light held out to them, 

2. They had 4 ſtronger life. As that which God held 
forthtothem was ſpirit, ſo that which God brought 


forth in them was ſpirit (for ſo itwas in compare with 
| | that 
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that which was held forth to, the Jewes, and that which 
in. was brought forth in the Jews,) They had a life 

them (in and by vertue of thar their diſpenſation) fit to 
reccive that ſtrength of life which God held out to them, 
Allthelife of the Jews was but death, to that life which 
the Gentiles had by the Goſpel. 

3. They had a more abundant power, There was a power 
which did overthadow and accompany that outward 
people of the -Jewes, The outward power of the Lord 
( as I may to ſay) did great outward things for them : 
But now, There was an inward power of life diſpenced 
ro the Gentiles, ſo that they found the very power of the 
lite of the Lord dwelling in them, and the Spiritof the 
Lord (the very power of the ſpirit of the Lord ) dwelling 
inthat life. Nothing was too hard for that power to do, 
which hovered about the Jews; Nothing was too hard tor 
that power to do which dwelt inthe belcevying Gentiles, 
but a beleeving diſciple might be able to. do all things 
through Chriſt feeding his ſpirit with life within, in the 
diſpenſation of the Goſpel. 

4. They had a greater union with Chriſt, and a grea- 
ter preſence of Chrift among them. Chriſt was more in 
them, Chriſt was more with them ; They were more in 
Chriſt, they were more with Chrift then the Jews were, 
It was the ſatne root into which both were received by its 
opening to cach, bur the diſpenſation or manner of receit 
was far different. It was the outward part which opened 
tO receive the Jewes, It was the outward part into which 
they were received : It was the inward part which open- 
ed to receive the Gentiles, . It was the inward part into 


' which the Gentiles were received, Though this alſo be. 


rruc,that the Belcevers among theJews were received into 
the inner part, and thoſe which beleeved not among the 

Gentiles were received but into the outward part. 
The Jews had a kind of of union with Chriſt, a preſence 
of Chriſt, « participation of Chriſt, as is evident by the 
. eat) on alk 
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Ark among them, and by the Manna and Rock inthe wil- 
derneſs which accompanied them , which Manna was 
Chriſt, and which Rock was Chriſt, ( They 4d eat of that 
[piritual meat, and drink of that ſpiritual drixk, 1 Cor.1o. 
3-4.) They had alfo a light, alife andpover inthe Law 
leading them to Chriſt, All their ſacrifices and ceremonies 
taught them Chriſt, and therein any that were any way 
Skiltull could not chuſe but read the Meſs:4h, Bur now in 
the Goſpel there js a cleerer manifeſtation, a fuller union, 
a richer life, 4 more mighty power, a more. inward and 
divine light,a light of theSpirit of the Lord,and a preſence 
of the Spiritin that light, 

Yet this alſo may be fown and grow up in the ſpirit of 
man, where having not depth enough of carth for it to fink 
into and be nouriſhed, ir muſt needs wither and dye. The 
light of God ſown in the Jews cannot live there, tor alas 
it is but the ſpirit of man there in which it is fown, and 
that cannot feed the mighty life and ſpirit of the Lord; 
It naturally receiveth in bur what is futable to it ſelf,and it 
any thing morg be forced as it were upon it,{o that it can- 
not but admit it, yet upon advantage of the difappearing 
of that power or ot the increaſe of irs own rength,it foon 
thruſts n outagain: And the Tight of God ſown in the 
Gentiles cannor live then neither, for rat is but the ſpirir 
of man alſo; And though the ſpirit of man be raited a 
little higher by an higher light & communication of God 
in Chriſt,and thercby become much more changed (even 
into a ſpirituallyglorious eſtate and condition)yet remain» 
ing ſtill himſelt at bottom, he will ſpue up all again at laſt 
and return unto himſelf, This new people of God, the 
Gentiles, do as naturally flide back from their lite, trom 
their God, from their Chriſt, as ever the Jews did, ſo 
that this can be the ſtanding people no more then the 
other, Ir requireth great coſt to bring eithep of theſe 
peoples to any thing, but with much eaſe at any time, 
they cither of them flide back from that which they were 
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woond up unto, by the mighty power and preſence of the 
Spirit of the Lord. | 

So that mark now, This converted Gentile, This 
tranſplanted Gentile muſt needs fall from the truth, He 
is not <ntered deep enough into:the root, -nor hath not 


depth enough in him to receive the root, {o that this pre- | 


fent ſtation of his in the root with the preſent union and 
communion between them by vertue of the prelent dif- 
penlation ( by which he is as it were woond up out of him- 
ie!f and his own nature into this)muſt needs vanith in time. 
The ground which is not prepared by the fpirit and nature 
of the Lord ( and ſo made good in it ſelf ) cannot alwaies 
retain and give nouriſhment to the ſeed of God, but muſt 
one time or other caſt it up again : The perſon who is thus 
enlightened, enlivened, how far {oever in this way he be 
alsiſted and owned,though he :afte of ihe heavenly gift, and 
of the powers 1 the world tocome, and be mae partaker of the 
Holy Ghoſt , ec. yet for all that Cannot bur fall away. That 
which is 4dam at bottom, will return to his own princi- 
ple inthe concluſion, how far ſoever he be exalted be- 
yond it at preſent, by vertue of the moſt lively diſpenſati- 
on whatſoever. | 
2., There is the ſpirit of max renewed in God through 
Chriſt, the ſpirir of man new. made in his own nature 
by the nature of another root,the ſpirit of man new begor- 
ten, new born of water and the ſpirit, the ſpirit of man truly 
converted and changed into the nature,vertue, life and pow- 
er of the Kingdom by the feed and leaver of the Kingdom : 
and this ſpirir which is thus born of God, is {o united to 
the Lord as to become one with him, nor in this or that 
outward reſpcc&, but in his own inmoſt, life and nature. 
This alone is the truth : This is the true birth, The union 
of this ſpirit is the re 1402 , when the {ſpirit of a man is 
ſo unitcd to the Lord as to become one win him in his 
own nature; not in the lite or power of a preſent diſpen- 
ſation( which to day is and to. morrow vaniſhcth ) but 
in 
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in the true nature of his own ſpirit and life ( which abiderl? 
forever.) Now whatſoever flowes, whatſocyer grows 
up from this ſpirit, is truth : All the repentance, faith, love, 
pn which iflue hence are true, of the true kind, having 
the true ſtamp and image of Chriſt upon them. Herc you 
may find the true death of. Chriſt and: the true life of Chiiſt, 
the true underſtanding of Chriſt, the true fatth of Chriſt ,@&c. 
whereas hat which is fo only in a diſpentation, whether 
of Law or Goſpel, though it may be fo in its kind and may 
ſerve the prelent turn, yet it js not tae abiding.truth,. 

Mans nature, mans life, mans power ( even.that which 
Adam had from God and which is the image of God ) 
is but fle(hly. His inclination and natural ability to beleeve, 
ro love, to obey, itis but flethly. The firſt man is ofthe 
earth carthly, take bim with all his qualifications and en- 
dowments : That light and knowledg of God which he 
had, with his capacity of receiving in more, was but. 
earthly : Adam, whom God daſhed in peeces, was but the 
earthen weſſel of the Potter. Yea in every diſpenſation 
ſince, all that is of man there, is fleſh: All rharis ſtirred 
upin man is fleſh : That power of belceving,of loving and 
obeying which was raked up in the ruines of mans nature, 
being at any time again rouzed, refreſhed and aſliſted by 
any light or pewer trom God, in the midſt of all its lively 
motions and operations, 1s ſtill bur fleſh, 

Bur yet there is ſpzrit as well as fleſh, and there is a ſp:- 
rituall birth as well as a fleſbly birth, and that which is be- 
gotten and born of the ſpiritis ſpirit, as well as that which 
is born of the fleſh is fleſh. God doth not only try the 
ſpirit of man in his ſeveral aiſpenſations, but ke doth allo 
here and there ſprinkle the ſeed of his one {pirit: He doth 
beget and bring forth. Iſaac; the ſeed of promiſe, his own 
ſon, under the Law, under the Golpel, as well as 1ſkmael. 
Now it isthe ſpirit which begets 1ſaac, which ſoweth the 
{ſeed of God in the womb of Sarah:and that which is begorte - 
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and born of the ſpirit is 1ſaac, that which fprings up from 
his own ſowing out of the womb of his own ſpirir is his 
own ſeed. That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh: and 
that which is born of rh: ſpirit, ts fpirit. 

T herefore Sits /ook to your roor, WhatT have ſaid 
unto you hitherto, T ſay unto you till, Look ro your 
Foundations, If your root be fleſh, all your glory muſt 
. down: All your ſpiritual apprehenftons and hopes will 
vaniſh and leave you in the ſuds, if they be but fleſhly 
in their root: Tf your Foundation be in the ſand, the 
higher your building in Religion is, the greater will the 
fall thereof be. That which is exalted neereft to Heaven 
in its preſent growth and luſtre, if it prove not right, ſhall 
be thrown down to Hell with the greateſt indignation, 
and ſink into the ſharpeſt wrath and mifery there. The 
caficſt part of Hell is nneafie enough, bur the darkeſt 
chambers of it are reſerved for the deepeſt Hypocrites, 
which they wivhourall controverſic are, who hold forth 
the higheſt reſemblance of the life, [7berty and parity of 
che Spitit of the Lord, and yet have not the true nature 
of it inthem, bur in whom all this ſprings from a fleſhly 
Foundation. 
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"VII. of the true Nature and Vertue of the King- 
dom of GOD. 


1 Con. 4, 20. | 
For the Kingdom of Gol is not th word, but in power. 


1” Here have always been great diſputes, about rhe 
pature and wb of Religion, between the Diſciples 
thereof,and the Pretenders to it. Every one will have their 
apprehenſions, their light, their'way, their praRtife to be 
the truch. Yea many times that which is indeed truth 
runs low, and that which is but vanity, ſwells and makes 
a great ſhew, appearing as very high, pure aud yOu 
"ar 
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That which is empty makes a great ſound, drawing the 
multitudes aftcr jt; and that which is ſubſtantial is caſt 
afide, as being in no wiſe likely to be that life and ſub- 
ſtance, which all pretend to ſeck after. . 
This Diſpute is very hot now upon the face of the 
Earth, What ſort of Religious perſans do not really. de- 
leeve, and (in ſome way or other) contend that they are 
inthetruth; and that the Religion of others, {ſo far as it 
differs from theirs, js at leaſt erronious * 41 
This is no new thing, for thus 1 was atthe appearing 
of Chriſt in the fleſh, between the Samaritays and the 
Fews, and alſo among the ſeveral ſorts and f: &s of the 
Jews. Yea likewiſe in the Apoſtles times, There were thoic 


that were putifed, up, who made flight of all that the 


Apoſtles taught, and would undertake to deliver that 


which was more ſubſtantial, more pure, more high, 


more ſpiritual: They would teach the truth, the ſubſtance 
of that, whereof that which the Apoſtles taught was but 
a ſhadow. | | 
Now the Apoſtle ſheweth the way which he would 
take to diſcover the rottenneſs and deceit of thele perſons, 
verſ. 19. He would apply himſelf ro know zat their 
ſpeech, but their power : He would not regard the res, 
and glory of their ſpeech or of the things ſpoken, whic 
is exceedingly taking to a flcſhly eye; bur the vertue, 
the life, the ſpirit of what was ſpoken: He would ſearch 
into the nature, into the root, into the vertue, into the 
truth of the thing, and ſo would he prize it in himſelf, 
and diſcover it to others as he found it there, and not 
have any eſteem of it becauſe of its flouriſhes, or its ſeem- 
ingly pure and ſpiritual luſtre. And he gives the rea- 
{on of this his intended courſe or manner of proceeding 
in theſe words, For the Kingdom of God is not in word, but 
7n power, The Kingdom of God conliſts inthe one,and 
not inthe other. All this great appearance of Glory, of 
| * | Spirt- 
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Spiricualify, of Life, of Liberty, &c. 'may be without 
the Kingdom, therefore what ſhould I regard them for : 
to whatcnd ſhould I look after them ? This is the way to 
deceive my ſelf with an appearance, with a flouriſh, in ſtead 
of rruth. But where everthe true power is, to be ſare 
Lliere is the Kingdom. Therefore I will lay aſide all 
conſideration of the other, and mind how much of that 
is in them. 

Towards opening of the phraſes, three things would be 
enquired into,namely, Firſt, Whar is meant by Kingdom? 
Secondly, What by Word * Thirdly, What by Power: 

I. Wrat is meant by Kingdom ? 

By the Kingdom of God, is meant the new nature, the new 
[fe, yea and alſo that new inheritance, unto which this na- 
rure and life leads. There is a new nature deſcending 
- From God, this new nature leads a new life here in this 
world, and both this nature and life hath a promiſe of a 
new inheritance in the other world. - Orif ye will, it ye 
think that may be plainerto you, by K/z2dom is meant 
Religion , true Religion, the Religion which God 
reacheth. -his ſeed, the Religion which God writeth in 
rhe nature of his ſeed (for there is 2 Religion alſo which 
God writeth in the nature of man and teacheth man, 
but thatis not the Kingdom.) In every ditpentation thar 
Truth, that Fertne, that Lizht, that Life, which comerh 
down upon the ſeed, ſpringeth up inthe feed and goeth 
along\witir' the ſeed, isthe Kingdom, Irt is that breath of 
Ged from which the neiv nature or principle came, in 
which the new nature lives, and by which it 15 perfected. 
This it is moſt properly, but ina larger ſence it denotes 
every thing that belongs to the Kingdom, and that nor 
improperly neirher, for every thing belonging to the 
Kingdom hath the nature of the Kingdom in it; and 
having the nature, why may it not partake of the name 2 
The Kingdom of iſrael took in every thing in their diſpen- 
ſation 
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ſation, and the Kingdom of God raketh in every thing, in 
the great diſpenſation of his life unto his people, through 
the Lord Jeſus Ghriſt. 

This phraſe Kingdom is of very large and full fignit- 
cancy,noting out not only the nature and ſubſtance of the 
thing together with the extent and limits of it, but alſo the 

greatneſs of it, the riches of it, the glory of it, the perfection 
of it, the preſence of God with it, its preſence aud power with 
God, &#c. | | 

| 2. What is meant by Word * 

# By Word is to be underſtood any outward form of doc- 
trine, any ſpeech, notion or apprehenſion wherevy Re- 
ligion (in any part of it) is either conceived or expreſled : 
As, - the doitrine of repentance from dead works, and of faith 
towards God, the doctrine of ſelf-dewyal, or going out of a 

| mans ſelf, the Doctrine of obedience tothe inward [pirit or 

| outward commands of the Word, the Dottrine of the death 

of Chriſt, of the Reſurrettion of Chriſt, &c. Word is 

the outward truth (if I may ſo ſpeak) it is the pipe or vel- 

{cl whereby life is held out to man, or whereby it is taken 

in by man. It was in ſuch Do&trines as theſe forementi- 


oned wherein the ſpirit of life did run (as in ſo many 
veins) in the Apoſtles times. Bur yet the truth of Reli- 
gion (the Kingdom of God) contiſts not in any of thele 
Theſe do not bring in the Kingdom, bur the Kingdom 
will of it ſelf bring torth theſe, where it is. 

The Kingdom of God, ſaith this fame Apoſtle in ano- 
ther place, 7s Righteouſneſs, and Peace and Joy in the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. But it is not the word of any of thele, itis not 
a glorious deſcription or apprehenſion of righteouſnels, 
or pcace or joy in the ſpirit, it lies not in mighty eleya- 
| tions or raviſhments of heart through the contemplation 
cf theſe, this is the outward Court which is given to the 
Heatheniſh ſpirit of man, which hath this beſto;ved upon 


hinfor the reward of his pains in theſe things, But the 
- H King- 


FO The Kingdom if God. : 

Kingdom of God is not in word, The outward truths of the 
Goſpel (in the moſt pure, naked, {piritual acception of 
them ) are not the Kingdom, and he that receiveth them 
only,receiveth not the Kingdom : Man may receive every 
truth of the Kingdom, Man may fall into any way ( nay 
into every way ) of Religion , and yer fall ſhort of the 
Kingdom. 

3. What ss meant by Power ? 

By power is meant, the inward vertue, the vigor, the ſpi- 
r7it which lies in the nature of Religion, In every life there 
is a vertue or power wherein it conliſts : No life lieth in 
the outwardneſs of its form or ſhape, but in the inwardneſs 
of its nature : The life of man conſiſteth not in outward 
knowledg, inan outward form of reaſon, bur inthe in- 
ward yertue and {pirit of reaſon. Thus itis in the life of 
Religion, There 1s an inward vertue, an inward ſpirit, an 
inward power in the nature of it, whereby it changeth the 
veſle! erajano it comes, {ubjcging the rational part to 
it ſelf and advancing it in it (elf, as the rational part doth 
the brutiſh. So that as in a rational man, all the faculties 
of his mind and members of his body are ſubje& to 


a, 


his reaſon: ſo in the ſpirituall man, not only the mem-, 


bers of the body and faculties of the minde, bur the very 
{pirit of reaſon it ſelf is ſubje& to this new ſpirit or princi- 


ple of life, There is this wertae, this life, this ſpirit, in eve- 


ry thing of Religion, in all the Truths, in all the Ordinan- 
ces, Inſtitutions and paths of the Kingdom, and this only 
is$Rcligion. It is not the knozwledg of all the things of God, 
( alas the prophane ſpirit of man undeca formof holinels 
may be very exact in them !) but the nature, the vertue of 
the things themſelves, which is preſerved entire for tize 
pure ; into itno unclean thing can enter : So that where 
there is rhe leaſt true power there muſt needs be true Reli- 
10N - but there may be all the outward form or tabrick, 
and yet no true Religion at all./There may be allthe m_ 
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ofthe Goſpel, all the Ordinances of the Goſpel, all the 
ways of the Goſpel, and the ſpirit of man walking very - 
zcalouſly in all theſe, and yet this is no part of the king- 
dom : for the K.ngdom conſiſts not in the outward let- 
ter of the Light, Lite or Liberty of the Goſpel, nor in 
every power and vertue of it, but in the inward ſpirit of 
it, and in that power and vertue which is peculiar to its 
own nature. To illuſtrate th:s a little further ; Take 
notice of a threefold power in reterence hereunto. 

I, There may be az outward power concirring with the 
thine, as the power of working muracles, the gift of ſpeak- 
ing with tongues, of healing, &c. This is demonſtra- 
tive in its kind and according to its nature, for elſe the 
Lord would not have made ule of ir for that end ; but yet 
it is not the power here ſpoken of, not the power which 
the Apoſtle here reſolved to know. 

2. There may be an i»ward power forming of the thing, 
which may be either the Spirit of the Lord, or the ſpirit of 
the Creature, working by and according to its creaturely 
imagination, By imagination I mean the reaſon or un- 
derſtanding of man, which though it be no imaginer, but a 
certain knower within its own bounds; yet in things 
of this nature, in the things of God, in the things of 
the kingdom, its no knower at all, buta meer imaginer. 
Now this inward power of reaſon or imagination will 
make ſtrange fabricks in tie mind of man,elpeciallywhere 
it hath any ſuperior principle to ſet it on work, or cngines 
to moye it, or oylto et ir on going. This power, this 
vertue being inward, is alſo of a more inward fatisfacti- 
on to a man then the former. By the former a man is as * 
it were compelled to beleeve, yet perhaps not at all ſatiſ- 
fied thereby in the nature of the thing : but by this a man 
is led into Faith, Love, Obeajence, and (0 into every thing 
that is thus formed in him. The things which the fancy 
or reaſon of man (tor here the reaſon of man is but fancy) 
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after its manner comprehendeth, are as it were made natu- 
ral to the man, Now though this be a great power, and 
can make mighty changes, and do mighty things in the 
ſpirit of a man, yea and worketh very like the truth, in- 


fomuch as that which is meer man can very hardly, if at 


all, diſtinguiſh |t from the trurh, yer this is not the truth 
neither, this is not the power which the Apoſtle here 
ſpcaketh of. 

3. There is an :nward power or V”tue in the thing, 
whereby it is what it is, and whereby it does what it does : 
whereby it is what it moſt naturally is, and produceth 
its own moſt natural cffets. There is a true vertue in 
truth, an inward power in the Death and Reſurrection 
of Chriſt, an inward power in faith, in love, and inthe 
ſpirit of obedience, which lyerh in the nature of it, which 
it diſperſeth and leaveneth the lump with where it is ſown 
in truth, Now this is it the Apoſtle here means, He will 
know this power, he will diſtinguiſh by this vertue, the 
nature and truth of the thing itſelf. From whence this 
may be obſerved, S_ 

Obſerv. That true Religion conſiſts not in notion, not in 
apprehenſion, not in expreſsion, but in the true Nature, Fer- 
zue, Life and Power fl the thing it ſelf. The Kingdom of 
Godis not in word, but in power. 

Let a man have the cleereſt apprehenſion of the truths 
of God, and the cleereſt expreſſion of them that may be, 
yet this is not Religion. Ita man have all knowledg, 
with all the effects of Faith, Love, Zeal, Obcdience, &c. 
which this knowledg can produce in him, yet this is not 
Religion. The knowledg of ſelt-denial, of refignation 
to the will of God, with all the ſelf-denial and reſtgnati- 
on which this knowledg can produce ; The knowledg 
of the Death of Chriſt and of the Life of Chriſt, with 
all the effe&s thereof inthe ſpirit of a man, neither is this 
Religion, 
Reaf. 
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Reaſ. The reaſon whereof is this, becauſe all outward- 
neſs is but a garment, wherewith Religion may be cloth- 
cd or not clothed according to the pleaſure of God. Now 
ye know a garment neither is the thing, nor a certain evi- 
dence of the thing. All outward buildings which the ſpt - 
rit of the Lord rears,the ſpirit of the Lord may alſo leave, 
and the ſpirit of man, ot Antichriſt, ot Satan, may 
enter into. The Lord hath not yer builr hzs — 
Tabernacle or Temple, and therefore thoſe he doth ſer up 
( being but ſhadowes ) his ſpirit may as well leave, as en- 


ter into. So that whatſoever may come into apprehenſion, 


wharſocver may be brought forth in notion or expreſſion, 
is not the thing; at beſt ir can be but a true garment, bur 
a true appearance, bur a true houſe forthe thing to be 
cloth. d with, appear and abide in while the Lord pleaſeth. 
But now where there is the nature, where there is the life, 
where ther js the vertue,wher ther is the power,there muſt 
needs be the thing. Where there is the life of a man, there 
muſt needs be a man:where there js the yertue ofa renew- 
ed nature, there muſt needs be a renewed nature: where 
there is the power of Religion,the power of theKingdom, 
there muſt needs be Religion, there muſt necds be the 
Kingdom : for this is from it, this is .n ir, yea this is it. 
W hat is the yertue and power of God, bur God * what 
is the power and vertue of any thing, butthe thing « The 
vertue of Religion, the power of the Kingdom, thar is it 
in which the very ſpirit of it is, lives, goeth forth,and re- 
lideth. | | 
Lueſt. But what is this ſame nature, life, power or ver- 
tue of Religion, wherein Religion conſiſts © This is very 
neceſſary to be well conſidered ; for there is a nature, lite, 
vertue or power in the Religion of man, That which 
here the Apoſtle calleth word, hath that in it which man 
calleth-power, Let a man receive any apprehenſion into 
his mind fully, let him bur receive it ſeriouſly as the truth 
Dy H 3 of 
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of God, it cometh with a great deal of power, it bringeth 
vertue with it to make changes in him, changes in his ſpi- 
rit, changes in his underſtanding, .changes in his will, 
changes in his converſation: And yet this is not the power 
which the Apoſtle here looketh after, all this is with him 
bur word. The greateſt inwardneſs of man, is but out- 
wardneſs with the ſpirit of the Lord. Whatthen is this 
{ame power here, or what is the nature of this power, of 
this vertue ? | | 

Anſw. To this queſtion I ſhall return this threefold de- 
{cription by way of anſwer. | 

I. For the general nature of it, it is d4ivzely ſpiritual, 
[tis not a birth from the ſpirit of man, no nor yet from 
rhe ſpir.t of Satan, but from the ſpirit of the Lord. There 
is the true nature, life and power of God in it. Ir is the 
ſced of God, and it brings forth the true nature of God. 
The Spirit of the Lord begetterh that which is ſpirit, | 
The ſpirit of the Lord bringeth forth a truly ſpiritual Re- 
ligion in the ſpirit of man, where he ſoweth his feed. 

2. Astouching the common properties of it, It is both 
killing and quickening , and that both jn ones ſelf and alſo 
towards others. In cyery truth of the Kingdom, in every | 
thing thar belongs to the Kingdom, there is that vertue 
which continually kills and quickens where ever it 
comes. It kills the ſpirit of man, and it quickens 
the ſpirit of man. Ir layeth Aart al} the corruption, | 
yea al: the lite and glory of the creature, where- e- | 
ver it appears, It is like a fire, It burns up all the life d 
of every thing it comes ncer, and it brings along with it 
that life which alone can live in that fire. I know man hath 
his ſeyeral waies of killing and quickening by his notions, 
but it doth not do rhe thing in truth : tor under all the 
ſeeming deaths of the creature, the creature is ſtil] alive 
and under all the ſeemingly renewed lifes of the creature, 
the creature is till dead 1n its root and principle, yea oy 
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alſo in all its motions and operations. 

* 3. For the peculiar nature of it, That is ſtable $0 every 
particular truth,to every particular thing of the Kingdom: 
to every particular truth we receive from God ; to every - 
particular thing, portion or member of life which is form- 
ed in us. Thus the ſeverall truths of the Goſpel have 
their own particular natures, The death of Chriſt its, 
the reſurrection of Chriſt its, &c. So likewiſe the leveral 
tempers and graces, inthe ſpirits of diſciples, have their 
particular natures, {clt-denial its, faith its, love its, and fo 
the reſt theirs, whereby they are diſtin trom one ano- 
ther. They all agree in their common nature and proper- 
ties, and yet have alſo adiſtin& nature and properties of 
their own, ſutable to that whereof they are. tormed, and to 
thar peculiar end and operation for which they are form- 
ed. 

Uſe 1. Obſerve the difference between the Religion of 
man and of God. Man recciveth his vertuc, his ſtrength 
in Religion, from the outward notion, The power which 
is found in bim iſſueth thence: bur in the Religion of God, 
the ſtrength ariſeth ( yea and the notion it ſelf too ) from 
the ſeed, The ſeed ſpringing up in them ia whom it is 
ſown, diſcovereth its own name, teaching them how to 
call it, by manifeſting ir ſelf in them whar it is. The mew 
Adam knoweth how to name every new creature, at the 
firſt ſight, by his knowledg of its nature. | 

2, See howeafic it 1s for Religion to flip in or out of 
any thing or perſon. This lite, this nature, this vertue 
may creep in or out at pleaſure. The life may fill, appear 
and live in that in us one day, which the fleſh may fill, ap- 
pear and live in, the next. The ſpirit of the Lord may 
rear up and ditcover himſelf in- that Temple to day, 
which Antichriſt may take poſſeſſion of to morrow. Re- 
ligion, I mean the lite of it, conliſts ig the breath of God: 
not in any outward form whatloever, but inthe breath of 

| God 
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God there , which when God once withdraweth from 
' any thing, there is no longer the true nature of Religion 
there to be found ; and ever after it is only fit to+be a re- 
Ceptacle for the unclean ſpirit of man, which muſt have 
- ſome outward court, ſome appearances of the holy na- 
ture and inſtitutions of God to place it ſelfe in. But the 
true nature and uſe of the thing is then loſt, that ſpeech 
referring to the natural ſtate of the creature, is here true 
alſo, T Lou withdraw: {t thy breath, they periſh. 

3. Take notice of the proper way of diſcerning the 
truth and growth of Religion. It is not by having the 
outward notion, it is not by growing in the outward noti- 
on of any thing, as of Faith,. Love, Selt-denial, Refigna- 
tion to Gods will, &c. bur by the vertue and growth 
of the nature of the thing ir ſelf, The Kingdom of God is 
not in word, but in power. 


VIII. of the weakneſs, uncertainty and invalidity of the 
Fleſh, in reference to the things of God. 


lIonn 6.63. 
The Fleſh profiteth nothing. 


F* He wholeVecrſe runneth thus, 77 zs theSpirit that quick- 
' eneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing - the words that 1 ſpeak 
unte you, they are Spirit, aud they are Life. 

In the miniſtrations of God, in the things held forth 
by Chriſt there is Fleſh and Spirir, Man, who himſelf 
is bur fleſh, he eyes the fleſh, thinking to drink in light, 
lite and happinels thence , butthat lies nor where man 


looks for it, viz. inthe fleſh, inthe outward reaſon and 


underſtanding of the thing ; bur in the ſpirit of ir, in the 
ſpiritual naturc and vertue of it, Ir is the ſpirit of the 
rrutht hatquickeneth, not the Fleth of it : Chriſts words 
in his Light, in his Spirit, are Life and Spirit; inthe 
}1ght of man, tothe car of man, to the underſtanding of 
man, they are but fleſh, Flejh 
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Fleſh is the principle of Nature, the Root of the firſt 
Adam, and the Garment about the ſecond Adam. Spi- 
rit is the principle of Grace, the Root of the ſecond 
Adam, the new principle of life ſown in and renewing 
the old earth of God. Fleſh denotes weakneſs, outward- 
neſs, proneneſs to pollution and corruption: Spirir de- 
notes ſtrength, inwardneſs, purity. Thar which is born 
after the fleth, dyes , even Chriſt himſelf ſo born dyes z 
That which is born after the ſpirit, lives ; even the 
weakeſt creature to borti lives. ' 

The fleſh profiteth nothing. © 

There is a flethly principle and there is 4 fleſhly objeR, 
neither of which are of any ad vantage, of any true profit 
to the end here ſpoken. The fle(ſh1in man is not 4 profi- 
table principle, the Fleſh of Chriſt'is nor a profitable ob- 
jet, Thecye of the fleſh is nota profitable eye, the 
ſight of the fleſh is not a profitable fighr,the things ſo feen 
(though otherwiſe never fo excellent intheir own light, 
in their own nature, yet here) are of no uſe, no benefit 
atall. Thefleſhly obje& cannot feed the ſpiritual prin- 
ciple, nor can the fleſhly principle feed on the ſpiritual 
object. | | 
- The fleſh is the natural underftanding of man, take it 
either with all outward helps of art or, of more immedi- 
ate revelations from God, both which may very much 
adyance it: This is the principle or eyeof fleſh, The 
object of this eye is all things ſoar as they are liable to it, 
even the truths of God themſelves; the outward nature 
of them, the outward reaſon of them is fleſh. (Fleth is 
Gods eye, ancye of his making, and therefore it can be 
no diſparagement to God to have it ſee the things of God 
inits own Religion.) Now this natural underſtanding, 
this flcſhly principle, the eye of manis uncapable of re- 
ceiving any thing that is ipiritual from all the outward 


teachings of God; nor canthe truths of God, the true 
[Lt I nature 
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nature of the things of God enter into man any ſuch way 


as he looks for them. The Kingdom of God commeth not 
by obſervation, The ſpirit of the Lord entereth not into a 
man at the eye of his ſpirit. Man indeed may receive the 
outwardneſs of God, the outwardneſs of his Light, the 
outwardneſs of his Lite, the outward Gitts of Faith, of 
Love, &c. Faith of his own element, faith ſutable to 
his own nature (yet do not boaſt, O man, tor who hath 
reccived any ſuch thing now 7) but he cannot receive the 
truth, he cannot receive the new lite, the ſeed of the king- 
dom is ſown and groweth up man knoweth not how, 1n- 
deed after the Kingdom hath entered into-man, and oyer- 
come him, and new-molded him, then he alſo can receive 
the truth and anſwerthe touches of ir, though this is not 
ſo properly called a motiowat: his, as of rhe life in him. 
Nevertheleſs 1 live, yes not 1, bit Chriſt in me, ſaith the 
Apoſtle. | | 

So that this Scripture: teacheth man. in all his higheſt 
ſtrains, Let him climbas high as he can with all the reve- 
lations and diſcoveries of God to him, Eet him know 
what he can of Chriſt, receive what he can from Chriſt, 
a& what he can towards Chriſt; All this is to no purpoſe, 
it is ot no.ule, it is of no profit. Itis true, Iris ot uſe in its 
kind: It is an excellent kind of operation in this broken 
ſtate of man, and the Lord will make excellent uſe of it 
ro his end : but to the.end propoſed by God, andthe end 
which man aimeth at therein, it is of no value. Ir will not 
reach that eternall life which man aimeth art. 

Obſerve ine equally, I ſay itis profitable in jts kind 
and inits way, and ſhall have its reward: bur it hath no- 
thing to do with the ſubſtance, or with thar reward which 
bclongs:to the ſubſtance, both in reſpe& of its nature and 
of all the motions of it. 

In every diſpenſation theſe things are profitable, In the 
diſpenſation ofthe Law to the Jews, In the diſpenſation - 
the 
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the Goſpel by Chriſt , In any diſpenſation now ( in this 
thick cloudy darkneſs, which man feels not becauſe he 
wants ſenſes )ſuch kind of motions are of uſe here, and 
ſhall have their reward hereafter; for God will be juſt 
ro the nature of man, giving it what it deſerves: but ir 
hath nothing to do with that reward which belongeth to 
the new life and the motions of it, 

Greatis the myſtery of the nature of man, exceeding- 
ly hidden from man are the workings of that wiſdom and 
righteonſneſs which is therein, in wates of Religion or de- 
votion towards God. The great principle of the life of it 
was ſown and broken in Adam:'yet among theſe broken 
reliques there is a continuall motion, progreſs and regreſs, 
eſpecially where there-comes forth any thing with lite and 
powerto quicken and ftir them up. ( I donot mean life 
and power in an extraordinary way, though that alſo 
hath woot and may again be, but inſuch a way as is ordi- 
narytoand inthe common ſtate of man.) 

To makethis the better evident even to the eye of man 
(which may ſee -the outward Ju of this, as well as of 0- 
ther truths) I ſhall inſtance in ſome few very eminent par- 
ticulars, all which he cannot bur acknowledg if he know 
bur himſelf, or have bur had experience of himſelf herein. 
But ke thar is in the dark, and knoweth nor neither the life 
of Chriſt on the one hand,nor of his'own nature onthe 0- 
ther, may very eaſily miſtake the one for the other, and 
confidently bolſter up himſelt in vanity... b 1 

There is in 'man. a ftrong 'deſireafter God , fain 
would he know him, fain would he enioy him, fain would 
he worſhip and ſerve him.It he knew which way to pleaſe 
God; he would lay our himfelf tothe urmoſt, he would 
ſpare no coſt, Wheremth ſhall I'come before the Lord,andbow 
my (elf before the high 'God'? &c. Micah 6. 6. Man in his 
very frame was a vellel fitted for God, fitted to be a living 


houſe for him, and _— but moſt naturally —_— 
| 2 $ 
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his:proper inhabitant : He was made toſerve, worſhipand 
honor God ( other creatures have neither ſuch a capacity 
nor ſuch an inclination ) and he can neyer be well rill he 
come to the thorow ule and exerciſe of this his nature. 


2.. There is alſo in him a ſtrong ſenſe of his own weak 
ſtate. He knoweth that he cannot come neer God; that 


he cannot converſe with God, that he cannot enjoy God. 


in this ſtate and capacity wherein now he is. He knoweth 
that he cannor learn the knowledg ofGod,unleſsGod con- 
deſcend toteach him. ina way ſutable to his preſent eſtate. 
Man is ſuch an intelligent veflel, as that he hath a (ſenſe of 
his own broken condition. . Man after his-many ſhater- 
ings yet hath ſo much underſtanding left him, as in part 


to eſpy out his own brutiſhneſs in the-things: of God, He , 


ſeeth; he feeleth his darkneſs, and that he. cannot reach 
that light wherein his life lieth. | 

3. There is a great breathing in his ſpirit after the teach- 
ings of God, fain would. he: hear the true voice, fain 
would he be led by God into/light and into life. O how 


he pants, © how he breaths after God, afterthe living 


God ! A formal dead knowledg of God will not ſerve 
the living nature of man:. but as the life ſownin him is 
true life in its kind, ſoit muſt have true life to feed upon. 
Yet allthis kind of life is. death, the whole ſtrength of the 
natural life is dead before that which is ſpirituaP, Thoſe 
objects which are living objes, thoſe motions which 
arc living motions, that principle which is a-living prin- 
ciple in the region of man, are all dead in the light and 
Kingdom of God. So that man lives and moves truly 
in tys way, but notin the truth : that which is life, that 
which is truth with him, is net ſo before God, nor be- 
tore that eye which is lighted by God inthe truth, 

Man, The fleſh, The wiſdom of the creature, will en- 
ter into any way either of life or death that the Lerd ſhall 
preſcribe, he will come within the liſts of the Lay, me 

| that 
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that the Lord commandeth him there, will he do: He 
will come within the liſts of theGoſpel,and live upon and 
obey God through Chriſt, Its natural to min, ast3 
feel the want of Gods teachings and to defire them, ſo to 
follow them, Though this is allo true that there is a 
corrupt principle (or corruption banging about his natu- 
ral principle) which maketh him juggle, ſo thar he doth 
not walk evenly with God in any path. - Yet thisis alfo 
as true that there is a natural principle which inclineth 
him to ſeek God, and to be ſubje& to himin every way 
he ſhall pleaſe to preſcribe, though through its own 
weakneſs, and the corruption that hangeth about it, it can 
riſe to no great height. Irdoth rife indeed often very 
high in mans eſteem (inſomuch as he accounteth his de- 
yotion yery high, pure and ſpiritual) bur itis not ſo inthe. 
true Lightand nk ment of God. | CUE es 
Yea, 5*y The ſpirit of man will ſow all his life and 
his death ſo often as he finds any flaw in it. - If this 
or that preſent ſtrain of Religion appear faulty (he will 
throw itaway: and if the next prove faulty likewiſe he 
will throw away that again. The fleſh ſeeking that which 
is ſubſtance, cannot but part with that which upon ſearch 
it finds not to be ſubſtance. This is little thought of, how 
cagerly the ſpirit of man will into the fire again and again 
that he may be purified, how induſtrioufly he will feek. 
out the croſs of Chriſt, and pray to God to crucifie him 
upon it, that fo-he may dyethe Death of Chriſt and live 
the Life of Chrift, So far as the path of Chriſt is vifibly 
excellent to mans eye, and neceflary to'the end: he aims 
at,” the nature of man (fo far as it is it felf) cannot but 
purſue it. For 
Yetall this profiteth nothing. ' All'this defirc after* 
God, all this ſenſe of himſelf and his own condition, all 
this breathing of his after the true teachings, all this fcek- 
ing of life and death,and all this giving up both of life and 
| I 3 death 
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death, that it may become a new ſeed, loſing its 01d nature, 
form, ſhape and corruption, All theſe motions of fleſh, 
all theſe motions of mans ſpirit-profit nothing. Ir is 
true, All theſe are very excellent and very profitable in 
their own place and ſtation, but here in this place, in re- 
tcrenceto.this end, they. profit nothing. 

For firſt, Theſe are not of the right kind , What c- 
ver of theſe come from man, or grow up in the meer na- 
ture of man, are not the truth. This is-not the right ſeed, 
nor is this the right carth wherein the right ſeed is ſown. 
This is but the nature, but the wiſdom, but the righteouſ- 
neſs of the firſt Adam : nay although it were ſtirred up by 
the ſpirit of the Lord in man, nay though breathed again 
from Heaven, yet it would be no other. This is not the 
nature, notthelife, not the breath of the ſeed: The ſon- 
like ſpirit and motions are only ſown and grow up only in 

the ſon. The true-deſire after God, thetrue wauing for 
him, thetrue repentance, faith, love, &c.,grow only in 
him-who is begotten from. above ,ina new natuge. The 
Lord ſoweth the life of his own ſpirit, . only inthe fleſh of 
his holy-Child Jeſus, and thence alone doth the true na- 
ture and . motions ſpring.up, and there alone are-they to 
befound. EC pt 23nGihtdot: F34001-=:;.1 
Secondly, They are-nottrue--in theirkingd,; They axe 
not in man, ſo as man taketh them' r9 be 3 They are cor- 
rupted, they are not pure- Man doth not ſo truly loye 
and deſire God, as j* ſeemeth to-;himfelf to. do; He 
would not be ſo ready.,to hear-his- yoice, a5 he thinks he 
ſhould be. Iris the ton only that hath the ſpirit of obedi- 
encezman is not pure, is not upright,no not in his own, kind. 
and way of obedience , Neither is mans ear open to hear 
Gods Itis the ſon alone whoſe.car God hath bored.,-/is 
his car which he hath opened to hear as the learned. Man 
hath but a bad car at beſt , and- yet(as badasitis )itis 
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Therefore all Gods charges againſt man will be very 
cleer, when the nature and courſe of man is made mani- 
teſt. God chargeth him chiefly with two things, with 
want of power and with want of will . He cannot come 
to God though he woald, No man can come tome, except 
the Fatber, which hath ſent me , draw him: He would not 
come to God though he could, Te will not come to me that ye 
might have life. | 

T here are three great exceptions againſt man in all he is 
and does, all which are comprized in this phraſe fleſh, 
which he thar is able to confider the nature and courſe of 
man, may eafily obſerve. 

I. Thereis commonly 4 corruption,a core of rottenneſs 
in hisſpirit and in all his motions, He doth not know 
himſelf, he is not ſo honeſt or upright as he takerh him- 
ſelf to be, nor his actions ſo juſt and honorable, He is 
not truly religious or juſt, I do not mean ſpiritually, but 
in his own kind. He doth not love God, he doth not de- 
fire to obey God, he would' not be' Good it he would; 
That which is in kind of this nature, is ſo corrupted that 
God cannot own it for the thing that man would have ir 
go for and thinks it to be, 0 that there were ſuch an heart in 
them, that they would fear me, 8&c. Man deceiverh himſelf, 
there 1s not ſuch an honeſt obedient heart in him rowards 
God as he thinks for. Of all things man is apt to blets him- 
{elf in the integrity of his heart ; though he 1s weak, yet his 
heart is wupright, and though he cannot attain to be 
what he would, yet ke hath a true deſire in him to walk 
with God : but God will one day ſhew him that his heart 
was never right with him, and that he cannot truly de- 
fire to walk with him. And manif he could poſſibly ob- 
ſcrve and diſcern, himſelf, might ar. fome times deſcry 
this naughtineſs and corruption of his heart in theſe rwo 
particulars, The one whereot is inthat he doth not like to- 


have it diſcovered, but juſtific himſelf againſt allthe diſco-. 
veries 


64a  ' The Invalidity of the Fleſh. 
verics of God. Man doth -not like that light that ſearch- 
cth too far into his hidden iniquity. O how difficult it is to 
bring a conviction cloſe to the heart of any man ! All will 
conte(s fin in general, buttheir peculiar way of wicked- 
nels, either in their worſhipping of God or in their courſe 
and converſations, they cannot endure to have touched : 
There they ſtand upon their guard, This is not Pride, 
this is not Covetouſnels, this is not Hypocrific, this is not 
the perſecuting of Chriſt, this is not 1dolatry, but the 
right way of worſhiping God. O read:thine own heart 
and tremble, in that 2 Chap. of Jeremy, eſpecially verſ. 
23. 235. & 34. 35. Man purifieth his heart by his prin- 
Ciples, of light and knowledg, he {quares his worſhip, life 
and converſation to his light and meafureby the Word:; 
thus he painteth his Seplcher, not-diſcerning the rotren= 
nels and corruption thar is ftill within, notwithſtanding 
all this appearing truth and integrity. 

The other is, in that ler. God ſer him. right in any diſ- 


penſation, he preſently and moſt naturally turneth from ir. 


Heis woond up by God againſt the hair, but he finketh 
down again of himſelf. He is very difficultly brought 
to a ſtate of rectirude in any kind, but fo far as he is, he 


very ſuddenly apoſtacizeth from. This alſo is abundant- 


ly 1et forth, Jer. 2. verl, 2.3, &C. 

2. There is always a weakneſs attending him. Tf there 
be not a corruption, yet certainly there is a weaknels both 
in his ſpirit and motions. It he bein any kind ſer right 
at any time, yet his nature is frail. It there be Religi- 
on, it there be righteouſneſs in him of any true ſtamp un- 
der any diipenſation, yer it'is very poor, weak and low. 
T his ye may {ce plainly in that people of God the Fews, 
Look upon their Religion, their Faith, their Love, there 
Obedicnce, &c. ſee what it was. It was wrought in 
them with much difficulty, They were hardly drawn 
to-it; What ado ad God to bringthem to any thing ! 
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He uſed many inſtru&ions, many miracles, miny'corre&i- 
ons, much patience, or elſe he had deſtroyed them many a 
time inthe furnace,and had never broght them forth. And 
yet what were they when they were brought forth? Alas a 
poor frail veſfel; a veſſel long in making, and yer when 
made} very brittte; How {60n atter eyery right conftiruti- 
on and reformation did they backflide and corrupt them- 
ſelves |which plainly evidencesthe frailty of their ſtate, 
They-ſung his praiſe,they ſoon forgot his work: fo weak is man 
that thongh-he be raifed and-ſer up upon his leggs, yer he 
is notable to ſtand fg. © Pf 

3. "There is in 'man'*a tontinuall progreſs towards de- 

ftruttion. © That which is corrupt, God deſtroyeth; an. 
tharwhich isfrail and weak, dyeth of it {elF:, yea its own 
frail nature inclinerh ir ro that corruption-tyhicir haſteneth 
its death. Nothing can a& above its nature. Adam 
when he fell,ſhewed the weakneſs of his nature, The Prince 
of this World came and found ſomewhat in him to faſten 
upon. Frailty is a property of the fleſh, Weaknets 15 as 
proper tothe earrhly image, as ſtrength to the heavenly. 
The feed of ſtrength groweth up through weaknels un- 
to perfeion, and the feed of weakneſs groweth down 
trom ſtrength (from all the ſtrengr!1 wherein it is tet ang 
which is ſet about'ir) into its own 1mpercteRion. 

For a cloſe of this, I ſhall ſay down tlicle eight Con- 
cluttons following (ariſing partly, it not wio'ty  trm 
what hath been already aſſerted in this and tne two pre- 
ceding Chapters) which may both help further to 1ilu- 
ſtrate it, as alſo to fence it fromſuciy corrtpr conſequences 
as mans fl*ſh may be aptto draw from tome parts of it 
({ingly conſidered by themlel ves) to its own prejudice 

The Concluſions or Politions are ihete, 

I, There is inthe ſpirit of man a naturall inclination 
towards Religion. Mans very nature teacheth him bis 
own weakneſs, his want of God, his dependance upon nm, 
lis ignorance of him, 8c. and to putteth him upoa lecking 

after 
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after him, praying tro him, relying upon him, &c, Or 


thus. | 


There are ſome reliques of the Image: of God in man, 
(which though not unbroken, yet) are not quite raſed 
out of his nature, whereby he is inclined toaim at and ſeek 
after that which is naturally excellent, the ſum whereof 
may be reduced to theſe two heads, viz. To acknowledg and 
worſhipGod, and to be juſt and merciful to the creature,where- 
of his neighbor man is the principal part. . So that all that 
can be done in this kinde, even tothe urmoſt degree,mans 
nature inclineth him to purſue, though not perte&tly bur 
only in a broken manner, according to his broken ſtate. 

2. Theſe reliques of the Tags of Gad in Wan are 
more lively and active, when God by any light of his ſhj- 
neth upon them, or by any lite from himſelf quicknerh 
them. A diſpenſation of Gods according to the Law, 
much more a diſpenſation according to the Goſpell 
raiſeth up this broken ſhadow man, making him appear as 
it were a new thing, by ſtirring, drawing forth and ad- 
vancing that in him which before lay hid and as it were 
dead. (For man, though he be dead in reſpe@ of ſpiritu- 
all life, yea and in reſpe& of the true and pure nature of 
his ewn life, yet there is ſtill a life in him, which he have- 
ing changed the name of (and it alſo being changed in its 
appearance unto him) thinks to be very pure: and it may 
goc for life according to the preſent rate of naming 
things. ) 

7 T here is an owning of man by God thus far, there is 
2 bleſſing of Ged attending him ſo far as he thus is 
and as. This is righteous, this is good in man, that 
though he be broken, weak and corrupt, yet to cheriſh 
thoſe withered ſeeds of naturall goodnefs and exccllency 
which till have a being in him though they have loſt their 
beauty: And theLord will own man o far as he doth thus, 
for he ſhal not loſe his reward;though this kind of reward 
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be as it were of debt, and not of grace. For this reward is 
due from the nature of God to the nature of the creature, 
which though it fall ſhort of what it was and of whar it 
ſhould do, yet is ſtill ro be owned in what ir is and doth 
righteouſly (though afrer a broken manner) in this its 
broken ſtate. Or thus : 

This broken Image of God, this nature,theſe motions 
are excellent intheir kind. Ir is the duty and excellency 
of man, thus to be and thus to a: And were mans nature 
and motions more perfe& and accurate herein, he could 
not but be happy and bleſſed in his kind and degree. 

4. Yetthis nature and all theſe motions are not of the 
true kind, not of that kind _ of in the Scripture, not 
of that kind to which the life and blefſedneſs promiſed 
there appertaineth : But thar life and inheritance belongs 
ro the new ſeed, who are born, not ef the nature of the 
carthly Adam,but of the nature of the Son, who is the Lord 

from Heaven, and ſuch are all the powers in their ſpirits, 
and all the motions of their ſpirits. From this nature they 
know God,they defire God,they beleeve, love, pray, wair, 
hope, &c. and their knowledg,defire,faith, love, &c. is of 
this nature. 

Again, 5. Though this nature,and theſe motions be ex- 
cellent in their kind, yet they are no furtherance or advan- 
rage in reference to the grace of God or life of Chriſt, 
which are not diſpenced according to any excecllencics of 
nature, or any thing that the creature is, doth, or can do. 
Though God who is perfectly good and juſt, cannot bur 
honor and reward every degree of goodneſs and juſtice 
according.to its kind, yet this reward doth not art all be- 
long to the righteouſneſs and excellency of nature, name- 
ly to be any furtherance to this other kind of life and righ- 
rcouſneſs by Chriſt; nay the excellency and righteouſneſs 
of nature 1s more oppoſite to the Law of this life and its 


diſpenſation, then the unrightcouſneſs thereof, He who is 
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any way cloathed;upon, is more unfit for the immediate . 
putting on of a new garmentzthen he who is ſtark naked. 
Nay 6. The motions of mans ſpirit in Religion and civil 
righteouſneſs, having ſuch an apparant excellency in 
them, ſtand more inthe way of true life, then open wick- 
edneis doth, The way to lite is not by any of this, but by 
being broken to all this; by being ſtripped of all this ex- 
cclicncy, of all this righteouſneſs, of all this life, which is 
the hardeſt peece of work, for him who is moſt richly 
clothed. O how difficult,yea impoſſible is it for him, who 
is rich inthis kind, to enter into the kingdom of Heaven! 
7. Yet this is not to be thrown away for nothing, but 
only in ſubordination to a better life, Man is not ro for- 
bear worſhipping of God and a&ing of common righte- 
ouſneſs,and to run into all manner of prophaneneſs and 
wickednels, that he might be neerer the Kingdom: but to 
tee the emprtinets of them, in all his attainment and exer- 
cile thereof. And he who is thus in his ſpirit, is poorer, 
is more {tripped inthe mid{ſt of all his exercifing of Reli- 
gion and Righteouſneſs, then he who is given up or giveth! 
himſe}f up to all manner of irreligion, and wickedneſs, ' 
8. Andlaſtly. Heacc it may appear that God yill be 
juſt in condemning every man, becaule there zs that [ef of 
Righteouinels in his nature whereby he. might” be” bet- 
rer and do better, (yea and would beſo, did he. not 
choke it) whereby he might walk more intirely with God 
in every diſpenſation: for what God .diſpenceth to man, 
he-ſo ditpencerh as that man- may. recciye his light and 
walk with him by vertue of that grace and power of the 
Lord which cometh along with the. diſpentation, For God 
dealerh not with man in his diſpenſations, according to- 
what he was in Ad.2, but according to what he now is in 
his broken ſtate: And ſo he will judge.them, the Heather 
by that law of the light of nature which is yet written in 
thcir hearts, the Fewes by the light of that law which wm 
if- 
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diſpenced to'them by the hand of Moſes; and Chriſtians b'y 
rhat ljghtofithe|/Goipel-which-was,difpenced, to: them ;by 
Chiiſt:and his Apoliles, TOy 1:60 
But though God 1s and will be juſt in-judging every 
man,-yet every man isunjuſt in condemning another, be- 
cauſe he hathithe ſame ſeed of unrighteouinels and cor- 
ruption with his brother, which wouldlead him afide 2s ir 
doth his brother, were he every way in his caſe. So thata 
man in condemning another condemneth himſelf, though 


he doth not {ee it. 


IX, Of the Certainty of Chriſt in his knewledge concerning 
the things of God, and particulaly of his well-grounared te- 
ftrmony concerning the way to Je, and conſequently of 
the certainty of the knowleag andieſtiniony of his 
ſeed, in their generations, they heiwg. of the 

ſame nature and Life with him.” 


Joun 12.50, 
. 4nd I Row that his Commandment is life everl1fi:ng 

F Very man deſires everlaſting lite, but no man knviwe 
2, the way to it, and alas who:can guide bun s Wito 
knoweth any thing almoſt in ſpirirual matters © bur as io: 
this grcat thing, viz; Wyereim everlaſting life conjilts, of 
which is the way to4hat everlaſting life which God hath ves 

out, and promiſed t: his feed, O how deep and tidden is tt ! 
Yer he that hath the light of God he knows. He the: 
is enlightned by, God, he-may {ee God 2nd the way 19 
him, and he may light others our of their darkn='s, 4s 
Chriſt ſaith wer..4.6. 1 am come a light into the Wor'd, tha: 
whoſoever b:leeveth.on me ſhould not abide in darkneſs. is 
thar hath the ſeed and ptinciple of the life in him, he may 
underſtand the touch of thar lite, he may know the con 
mands of it: and he may ſpeak them here in this wort, 
and tell the world that he doth know what ne ſpeaker... 
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though the world never was, nor never will be able un- 
d&ritandingly ro receive this teſtimony,cither fromChriſt 
or from any of his ſeed, But the ignorance and darkneſs 
of man concerning the light and knowledge of God, do 
not make them the more uncertain in that ſpirit where 
they truly reſide, but they do know the truth and he life, 
though man cannot know that they know it, And 1 know 
that his Commanament 1s life everlaſting. 

Severall things here would be contdered to make way 
to that obſervation which ariſeth from hence. 

' 1. What this Commandment of the Father is. 

Anſ. The great Commandment of God'is to beleeve 
on his Son, or if ye will, on him through his Son. Its of this 
_ Chriſt is ſpeaking ver. 44. Feſus cried and ſaid, He that be- 
leeveth on me, beleeveth not on-me, but on him that ſent me. 

Mans bottom is rotten, therefore God adviſeth him to 
quit it and faſten upon the Rock, for all ſuch and ſuch on- 
ly ſball be ſaved. | 

Thar which God points man to in all his diſpentations, 
yeathat which his very nature is pointed to, is life. There 
1s a Command of God in the nature of man, to the nature 
of man, to ſcek after life, after everlaſting lite. There was 
inthe very nature of Adams a defire of a more excellent 
ſtate and injoyment of God then that wherein he was 
brought forth: and it was not ill in Aa” to obey this, on- 
ly he ſhould have ſtayed there the pleaſure of the Lord, 
and have waited upon his wil and guidance for a remove. 
And this Command, though it was more full and com- 
pleatin Adam, yetitis alſo ſtill written in the nature and 
heart of every man in its degree, and when God pleafeth 
ro awaken the heart of any man in this reſpe&, he can 
make it appear and at very livelily there. 

There is alſo a Command concerning the way to life. 
Mans darkneſs and impotency is alſo written both in his 
gcure and in his preſent ſtate,and there may be alſo tound 

: in 
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inthe nature and ſtate of man, by him that hath a quick 
eyc, a command to repent and beleeve. That natural light 
which is in man ſhews him ſs much of himſelf and fo 
much of his God, as may juſtly incline him ro turn from 
the one and to look towards the other. Thus much of 
the Goſpel (for ſoit is in a ſence, and therefore may. bear 
that name) is written in mans nature, though rhe thing 
it (elf, the Goſpel it ſelf, the new nature it (elf, repentance 
and faith it ſelf, are the ſeed of Chriff, the ſeed of Chriſt's 
ſowing, the ſeed that ſprings from the Root of his nature; 
and that repentance and Faith which ariſerh thence is. not 
written inthe nature of man. Now mark, In that 4iſpez- 
fation of the G ape? by Chriſt (cither as it was at firſt given 
Qut,or as it hath becn in any degree renewed fince) God 
doth both open thoſe lights and commands which are in 
the nature of man (for God taketh into and bringerh 
forth,in that diſpenſation, ſuch things as were ſown in the 
nature of man) and alſo lets out a further light. and adds 
further commands proper to that diſpenſation. So that 
this is the commandment of God,two waics. 

Firſt, It is the' commandmert of God to the new nature: 
there is 4 law of life teaching and commanding to that the 
ruth. Its nature teacherth it to beleeve, for faith ſpringeti 
up in its nature: And its nature teacheth it to repens; its 
nature teacheth it to loath this preſent ſtate of man, yea 
the very cxcellency of mans nature. | 

Secondly, There is a commandment of God to the o/4 
z4ture both to do it after its kind, to repent, beleeve, and 
obcy according to the law of its life; (for man, who came * 
from God and his ChriF, is to worſhip and ſerve God and 
his Chriſt, in his capacity:) and there is alſo a command 
to this old nature of man to look up for a ew ſeed, tor the 
ſeed of a new life, that ſo he may doitintruth. Manis to 
live holily and righteouſly according to the law of his 


ſhadowy nature and being, and alſo to pant after the ſub- 
| ſtance 
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ſtance; though that paiiting febmi 'and according to that 
nattire which is pecutiarto the ſeed; man is not capable of 
in himſelt, Sothat this is his Commandment, this is Gods 
great commanementto both the ſeeds,;to the 7ataral and 
to the ſpr#rieuul, to the feedbf} Adam and tothefeed of Chriſt, 
namely,that tf pantattcrand'cleave unto hjmthrongh 
his Son. Ser ns pn: ” 

2. What is the everlaſting life which is wrapped up in this 
commanemeit*-* - ep age: a S200 

Anſ.' Tris7 Life of a gifferenp nature, of amore inward 
nature, ofa:moreferled and abiding nature then the life of 
the nature of man in it ſelf is capable of.' Ir is the Life 
which-mans life is but a ſhadow. of, and which mans life 
was 'broken,to make way 'fgr. It is the Zife which was 
promitedlong Hehe lced, even*from the begining, 
and is reſerved for their enjoymentat the end; Itis a Life 
promiled to an incorruptible nature; and as the nature to 
which itis promiſcd,fo the life alſo which is promiſed is 
nor capable of Corruption; as borh the nature and life of 
man is. Ir is a, Life rhac'paſſeth nor away,” but purtfieth, 
pertecterh andpreſeryeritrhe veſſel wherem iris ſown,” Ir 
$2 Life which both indures in felt and-leads'ro that 
blefled enjoyment of Jife; ih which the'ſeed (and the fpirir 
oft man\in and through the iced) ſhall ſettle and 'abide for 
ever. All 4damsnature, all Adams excellency, all Adams 
- life, all Adams enjoyment, content and bleflednels' there- 
by, how foon did it Fade ! but this Nature, this Life, this 
| Pranciple, with all the glory and blefledneſs to which it 

icncs, thall abide for ever. This life was not written in 

Adams nature, or in the command to his natiirc; but in 
the command to Chriſts nature, and to man tarough that 
nature, The nature of Adam was led afide from the com- 
mandment to death, but the nature of Chri/t is led and 
is guided ſafely through this Commandment to life, eyen 
to that life which alone can fatisfie the deſire and thirſt of 
liis 
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his m_ z evyenthis Life everlaſting which is here menti- 
oned, ORE: OL 7: 
2. What this ſame knowledsg of Chriſt here is? 
Anſ. This knowledg of Chriſt is the comprehenſion of 
his own nature, or his comprehending of the thing in 
his own nature. Ir is the ſecing of ir with his own eye, the 
meaſuring it in his own underſtanding. As man mea- 
ſureth natural things (within his reach) by his natural un- 
derſtanding : ſo Chriſt meaſureth ſpiritual things, in ſpiri- 
rual light, with his ſpiritual underſtanding; and what he 
finds proportionable to the meaſure of his ſpirit which is 
truth, he kroweth to be truth. As man, what he truly 
meaſures in the true light of reaſon, with a truly rational 
underſtanding, he knoweth to be truth there : So what 
Chriſt meaſures after his way in this his ſpiritual Region, 
he knowerth to be truth here. Chriſt the true nature, with 
the true eye, ſavy the true thing in the true light, ſo that his 
light, his knowledg is truth, 1 know, 8&c, Man propoſeth 
unto himſelf vain waies, and Satan invents many Devices 
for him, but God whois truth ſpeaketh truth and propoi- 
cth only truth unto him. He propoſerh the letter of rruth 
not only by Moſes,but by the meaneſt of his Prophets; but 
by Chri# the ſpirit thereof, The words which I ſveak unto you 
they are ſpirit - they are Life.Chcriſt as he is the truth in an 
eſpecial manner, (ſo he hath an eſpecial miniſtration of ir, 
which he began in his own perſon, and carried on in his 
diſciples andApoſtles: And-both he and they had an eſpe- 
cial knowledg of the truth that dwelt in them; and which 
they were choſen out for the ſervice and Miniſtration 9f. 
Chriſt lay in the boſom of the Father before he came into 
thisworld; There he ſaw things, There he ſaw thisLife and 
the way toit: And when that knowledg which hc had in 
him betore,ſprings up here in him in this World, he know- 
cth what itis; He is (ure it is that truth which he beield in 
God in the days of old,and which nowhe receiveth quick, 
L lively, 
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lively, pureand clear from the Spirit of God, inthis his 
new ſtate and ſtation, And 1 know that his Commandment is 
Life everlaiting. Let this ſeem what it will to you, ler it 
{ecm never ſo.contrary to the will of God, never fo con- 
trary to that diſpenſation of his by Moſes; Let it ſeem ne- 
ver to ſtrange to all the people of God upon the face of 
the earth; yet I know:that it is the truth, I know that it is 
the true and the only way-t0 lite, even to that Life which 
was promiſed to the nature of the ſeed, and which the na- 
ture of man alſo ſo much defireth, I know that life is 
wrapped up in this Commandment; and that they that re= 
ceize it; receive Lifez and that they that follow and obey 
it in truth (in the true nature, life and ſpirit of it) cannot 
miſs of life, of Life eycrlaſting, Aud 1 know that his Com- 
mandmtnt is Life everlaſting. 

4. What kind of Faith s thu, what kind of beleeving is 
this, which contains everlaſting life init, which draws ever- 
laſting life along with it * 

- * Anf. 1. Itis the belief of the ſpirit of man : tor that. is 
it which is-exhorred to'beleeve, and thatis itwhich isto be 
ſaved. The Son cometh not to ſave himſelf, bur to ſcek 
and fave loſt man. Ir is for him he bringeth forth and 
layeth down his own Life : but yet that way whereby he 
ſaves him, is by that Faith which be receives and acts from 
the nature of the Son in him. | 

2. Though itbe by mans ſpirit or nature belceving in 
the Son, whereby he comes to be ſayed; yer this Faith 
with all the motions of it are comprehended and acted 77 
the holy Spirit, Every motion of man thattends to life, is 
performed inthe ſpirit of God. As every thing that is ſpi- 
rituall, comes alone from the Spirit: ſo 'it only lives and 
moves, and acts arightin the Spirit. All the repentance, 
mourning, joy, hope, prayer, &Cc. that are Spirituall, as they 
{pring trom the {pirit, ſo they grow up and come forth in 
the ſpirit, praying alwaies in the holy Ghoſt. 

3.. It 
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2. It iSfroma new Root, The faich that Cayes is from 
the new birth. The faith that ſaves this old nature, ſprings 
from a new.nature. Hethat js notzew Bery, hath not an 
cyc toſec Life, nor: an heart:to defire it, nor 41 £90t 1 to. 
walk inthe way of it. So that: though I ſaid in the firft 
place, it isthe beleef of the man, yet that is nor primarily 
and moſt properly true; for it is the belict of the new Lite 
inthe man (which alſo neederh. ſalvation in this ſtate, 
wherein it is bred and. brought. up here in this world:) 
from whence it catring into, ſpringing upin, taking poi- 
ſeſſion of, and leavening the man, it becometh his allo, 
Ir purgeth out the old nature of the man, and infuſeth this 
new, inſomuch as this 1s now become the nature and lite 
of the manalſo, So that not only now. Chriſt in the man 
belceveth, but the man alſo belecveth in and through 
Chrift which dwelleth in him, and hath changed him in- 
ro and communicated unto him his own nature,  - 
The way being thus cleared, the Obſervation it ſelf 
will now appear more manifeſt, which is this. 
Obſer. That Chriſt held out from true lizht, from cer- 
ianknowlede, that 'belreving is the wayto Shs Chriſt 
did not gueſs ar ic {orpmagin.c ftrongly) as we do at 
moſt of the things we ſpeak of, but he:knew that his Com- 
manament'is life everlafting. 
The certainty of. Chriſt in the things of God, . arifeth 
from thisfourtold growing... Firſt, From his ear: natutr, 
Secondly, From h1s wnou with the $perit, Thirdly; From 
»s Life, and Pourthly, from bis Lrgbt.. ; Each of: theſc 
contribute. euch cowards, burall-ot:chem together can 
make upnojgeſs then an abſolute infallibiltty;; 2/1; 5; 
1. From his own xature.' 'Þhe-natwreiot Chriſt is:Di- 
vinc ; Heis not of this Earth; bur from above. He is 
begotten by God in his own ſpirit, He is the truly natural 
Son of . God.. Now this nature cannot 'be deceived, 
becauſe as it eoweth from =_ alone, 10 it is pureby!erirh 
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in it ſelf, and knoweth not how to entertain or admit of 
any thing but truth. Irs nature is perfectly ſhut up 
againſt every lye and deccir, -it naturally turneth from ir 
and thruſteth it away : Its nature hath nothing in it, to 
receive any thing of that. nature, and theretore cannot 
receive it. Now he which is naturally true and cannot 
take in alye, ſurely he cannot poſſibly bring forth a lye. 
Hence ariſeth the certainty ot all the ſenſes of Chriſt, 
and- of all the motions of Chrift, Namely from their 
nature: They are of a true, of a perfe& kind, and cannot 
bur a& truly according to.their kind. 

2. Fromhis union with the Spirit, His nature is not 
only excellent, right, and of a perfect kind ; bur. it is 
alſo in. union with the original from whence it ſprang. 
Adam might be in union with the root of the fleſh (but 
if he were, yet that root will not preſerve its off-ſpring, 
therefore he tell -) But Chriſts nature is in union with 
the root of the Spirit, therefore he cannot miſcarry ; 
both becauſe that root. cannot. but. preſerye its ſeed, 
and becauſe that nature: cannot but be ſucking nouriſh- 
ment from the root. (There is no nature might in rea- 
ſon be more independent, inreſpedt of its own excellen- 
cy and fulnels, and yet no natuieis more dependeat, 
which ariſeth from its conſtitution, and is its wiſdom and 
fafery.)... There is. abſolute certainty in; the root, and 
thereis\no leſs certainty in. Chriſt: for the very ſame 
certainty, which is inthe nature of the root, ſpringerh 
upin-bim z. yea his nature, beingiin-umion with the root, 
hath ato..communion'with it, inſomuch as he enjoyeth 
the truth therein. the time-of his light, and is compre- 
kended by it.in the time of his.darkreſs. 

'3. From his Life. Chriſt hath a Life in him ſuta- 
ble to his nature: A true Lite, a Spiritual Lite, a Di- 
vine Lite. His Spirit, as it hath the nature, ſo alſo it. hath 
the Lite of the Spirit of God. All his motions ſpring 
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from his own life, and ſo cannot but be as certain unto 
him in his kind (yea much more, his life being of a more 
certain kind) as our motions which ſpring in us from our 
life, are tous in our kind. Weare not certain aboutth c 
things of God, becauſe our hfe is not of the ſame nature 
with the things of God : bur he is very certain, becauſe 
his is. Our knowledg at beſt is but revealed, it is but 
given in to our life: but his knowledg is natural, it 
floweth from his life. Hence it is that every thing, eve- 
ry motion unto him is ſo pleaſant and ſatisfaory, name- 
ly becauſe it is ſo natural, becauſe it Aows from ſuch a 
power of life. Man attains his skil and underſtanding in 
divine things by the ſweat of his brows, by the labor and 
royl of his ſpirit, and it troubles him much to bring ir 
forth, to defend and manage it : Yea his own heart 
and Soul (if it be a little awakened and enlarged) cannot 
but find fault with it : but Chriſts skil and underſtandin 
ſprings upin him, and flows forth from him, and bot 
inits ſpringing up and flowing forth, anſwers the truth, 
largeneſs and capacity of his nature. 

4. From his Light, He hath a proper light-to (ce.the 
things of God with ; He hath the {ame light with God. 
As he lives inthe ſame Country, breaths in the ſame, air, 
hath the ſame-nature, ſpirit and lite: ſo he hath the ſame 
light. Heiscalled rhe light, Foh. 1. 7. . Folyicame. for 
a witneſs, 70 bear Seo of - the light. | He: himſelf was 
not that light, but to bear witneſs. of that light, ycrle 8. 
That was the true light, verſe 9; 'Thelizht of menanJ An- 
gels was attue ſhadow, Thelight of 'the Prophets was a 
trueTeſtimony: but he is the ſubſtance; He'is that true /1ght, 
which all other lights-did but ſhadow out and tceſtifie con- 
cerning, There.isan eye proper to every kind of things 
that is to be ſecn, an cycin every nature ſutable. rotbe 
nature-of thoſe things whichit isto behold ; and there.is 


alſo a light proper to cyery cyc.. Now. Chriſt having 
/ S23 | bot? 
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both the eye and the light, how can he chufe but 
{ce certainly © Gather up theſe together. 

He that hath a true nature, which hath a true eye in 
it; He who'is in union with the ſpirit of God, which is 
trurch, and who himſclf is truth in him ; He that hath 
the true life in him for his motions to ſpring from, the 
tre life to guide his eye with; And laſtly, He that hath 
the true light ro-ſee in, how can he chuſe but be certain in 
what he thus views ? | | | 

And ſo his feed, having the ſame narure with him, 
the ſame Spirit, the ſame Life, the lame Light; how 
can they miſs of the ſame certainty * They cannot but 
be guided naturally unto the ſame things, and upon the 
ſame terms of infallibility. 

But now man, Adam take him at his beſt, who never 
had this nature, but was from the beginning the earthly 
man: who never was in this kind of union with the ſpj- 
rit ; who never had this lifc or light in him ; how-can he 
underſtand theſe kind of things ! He may deſire to be 
like God (from a fight of the excellency of his nature; be- 
ing and life) and tumble about the things.of God, but 

he cannot poſſibly pierce into them, He may. gather 
many apprehenſions into his mind, and approach in his 
way of reaſoning toa certainty, but he cangot reach t 
-truth,. Heeannor know eternal Life, it is beyand the ca- 
pacity of his: nature.: He: may perhaps reaſon that there 
muſt needs be an 'crernal Life, and a way unto it; bur 
he catmor poſſibly conceive what that eternal Life is, nor 
rread thepath thar leads tot, * Butthe Sonor any of the 
ſeed? cannot amiſs of it ;, \for.It is written in their nature : + 
That 'Spivir, that Life, that Light which guides to it, de- 
ſcends of it ſelf upon them, & {prings up of it ſelf iathemn. 

Uſe 1, Take heed of contradicting Chrif in this Teſti- 
mony of his, which he giveth-out upon knowledg. Chriſt 
--me from God, from the light:of God, bringing 13s 
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light of God with him z He tells you the truth here, the 
true ſtate of things, as he ſaw and knows them to be with 
God. And this is his Teſtimony, rhatthe preſent ſtate 
= and courſe ef things tends to a future, thatat the laſt day 
Life and Death ſhall be diſpenced, and that the only way 
to: life then, is by beleeving now. Chriſt teſtified truly 
and wiſely, He underſtood what he ſaid, He ſpake upon 
ground, He ſpake what he ſaw bythe light and inthe 
beſom of God: Wilt thou from thine own head, from 
a ſtrong fancy or reaſoning in thine own mind, con- 
tradi this, and ſay, There 1s no ſuch thing ? 

I. This is very unworthy, Ifthou wilt overthroiv the 
Teſtimony of Chriſt, do it fairly, do it by that which is 
cqualtoit, by alight of as deep a. nature as his. It thou 
canſt not ſpeak upon as good grounds as he, do not un- 
dertake to contradict him. 

2. 1tis very unſafe. Suppole (before the Lord) Chriſts | 
ſhould proveatruth, and thine aconceit, what will be- 
come of-thee * It is not the ftrength of thy apprehenſion 
which will-then bcar thee out. The market 1s yet open 
for thee, wherein thou maiſt buy wine and. milk without 
202), and without price: but by this means thou makeſt thy 
ſclf uncapable of making uſe of thy preſent opportunity. a, 

Hſe 2, Yewhofind a need of eternal Life, and a deſire 0" 'Y 
after it; Confider the ground of this truth, and ſo far 
as it will carry weight, receive it. Receiveit into your 
natural man, and look up to God to ſow a.new nature | 
in you, that ſoit may give new lite to-your ſpirits, Nay | 
by receiving it, it may become a ſeed: The light we 
let into our underſtandings it it be of a ſpiritual nature, 
is of power to change our underſtnadings, into ſpirituali- 
ty. Welittle think what life is wrapped up in the out- 
ward ſecd of the word (as it ſeems to us) when God en- 
grafts it into the ſpirit: Receive with meekneſs the engraft- 


ed word, which is able to ſave your Sou's, A principle of 
ſpiritual 
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{piritual darkneſs, let in by the car into the heart, whar 
itrange changes doth it make there £ and why may nor 
a principle of light be let in the ſame way, and do as 
much? 
Chriſt came to ſave the world, verſe 47. He ſpake 
theſe words to ſave, he gave out this teſtimony to lavye, 
and for this end might he alſo leave it in writing : And 
who knoweth but in the hearing of this ſound, Chriſt 
may work that faith in him who heareth, which ma 
ſave him ? Ir is not worth the being buſied abonr this 
world, though a man were ſure to obtain it: but it were 
worth the being buſtcd here, though a man were ſure to 
loſe his labor: for itis noble and excellent to purſue 
that which is excellent, though one ſhould mils of it. 

X. of the. Liberty of the Kingdom, which was outward and 
ſtadowy in that aiſþenſation of the Goſpel by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, but inward and ſubſtantial in the true ſeed, 
both before, then, and after that _—_— Spot th 

ea and for ever : which Liberty, although. © - 
it be very large, yet is limited by the Law 
of es own Life and Nature. 


GAL. 5.1 Zo | | 
For, brethren, ye have been called unto Liberty ; only uſe 
not Liberty for an occaſion to the Fleſh, but by love ſerve 
one another. 2 | 


tberty is the right temper and poſturc'of the new life, 
IB whereby it both is and enjoys it (elf. Tris the break- 
ing all bonds aſunder and ſetting of the heir free, Ir is the 
inveſting him with his inheritance, and the leaving of 
him to the direction and diſpoſe of his own underſtand-. 
ing and will, which (he being grown up in the Lord) 
are of ſufficient light, wiſdom and ſtrength to guide him 
inthe Lord. There is in it (or by it) the remoyal of all 
| Tutors, 
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Tutors, of all Governors, of all Laws, of all-kind-of 
diſcipline in,every kind, which-was proper forihis:nurrure 
and education hea bis life. ranilow,-butts now noway 
convenient whenheis come tothis full age and"growtls. 
Novi is neceſſary for his lite to'be free in its nature, Cir- 
cuits and motions. He.being grown up, his life being 
came to itfelf, it is requiſite it ſhould-have the honor of 
diſpoſing of it ſelf, of becoming a rule ! and guide-to It 
ſelf; nay if it betruly ſtrong and compleat in its nature, 
it can need no rule, no-bonds, no bounds bur it ſelf, but 
its own nature, So that this is Liberty, when the na- 
ture of athing is not circumfcribed by any Laws or-limits 
whatſoever, butit hath its full: ſcope: tb the urmolt for 
the exerciſe of its nature, "This I ſay 1s Liberty, full Lv 
berty, compicat Liberty, perfe& Liberty. 

.T here isno {uch Liberty in this Life'or lowing from 
this: Life;as the'corrup tnature of man ſeeks; namely a Li- 
berty to ſarisfie the corruption of hisnature, and that this 
ſhould nor be ſin, nor {ubje& to che laſh ot cenfare of 
any Law, nor able to bring any death or danger upon 
him: But this Liberty is pure and: holy, like-the nature 
and life from which itflows; and hath in it that which an- 
(werscvery Law of righteouſneſs inevery kind, There 
is no Liberty here not to love Gbd, 'orto negle& any 
Duty. of Loyc, Holineſs and'/ Obedience which his na- 
ture and will calls for ;/no. Liberty-ro'be anrighreous or 
unmercitul either'to man or-to the meaneſt creature ! bur 
theLiberty of this life" is perfe&ly holy, ſweet and juſt. 
Itis a Liberty from all manner of corruptionand anrigh- 
teouſneſs, and a Liberty unto. alt purity -and tighteouſ- 
neſs. .: Iris a Liberey like that which isin the Nature of 
God, :who can doin —_ that 4s evil, *nor-negle@ the 
doing of anythingtharisgood) 217 HS 

Gods Liberty lteth in two things, -Firt, He is'\free on- 
ly to his own natute, nothing can-incline him any” way; 
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but his own nature, but his own underſtanding and will 
which is from and according to his nature, or which is 
his-nature.; Secondly, In his own natureis:comprehend- 
ed the accurateneſs and perfection of all that righteou(- 
neſs, holineſs and ſweetneſs, which any diiſpenced Lay 
darkly ſhadows out. So that by the preſence, by the pu- 
rity of the ſubſtance he js freed trom the ſhadow. Now 
the Liberty'of the Seed is atrue copy of this: As their 
nature is a true extra from the Nature of God, ſo is 
their Liberty from his Liberty. Their nature being thus, 
in, with and from God, holineſs and righteouſneſs being 
their very nature, ir muſt needs be the Liberty of their 
nature-thus ro bc.and thus to a&, For Liberty of the 
nature, is ſytable'to the nature, not.contrasy to it.. All 
the Liberty which croſſeth. the nature. and truth of Life, 
is bur a falſe appearance (how. ſpecious ſoever) bur is 
not true Liberty. Ita man had his reaſon ar perte& Li- 
berty, he could donothing that were irrational, nor neg- 
le&the.doing of any thing that were rational : So is it 
inthis Life, its Liberty lies in being free in its own ſtate, 
natureand courſe; Not in being free to, but in being 
free from all impurity of fleſh and ſpirit. . It is the Li- 
berty of the. Lord tobe free from f1n, weakneſs and folly : 
Not in that.he can do the ſame things which ſinners do, 
and not fin; but his Nature, Life and Spirit will not 
permit any ſuch motions to have any place in him. He 
is free from the root which bears; ſuch truit. And when 
his ſeed are redeemed, they ſhall perfe&ly know and en- 
joy this Liberty with him; for neither their ſpirit nox 
their fleſh ſhall return any more to folly. 

T hexe. is. a threefold Liberty which, are wrapped-up 
withjn one an other. A Liberty of the nature of the Orta- 
ture, A Liberty of the nature of man, and A Liberty of the 
nature of the new man, which being grown unto perfeci- 
on, rEſtoreth the Liberty of man and of. the creature, 
bringing 
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bringing it forth a new in it ſelf. ' Adam by his fall, brought 
both himſelf and the Creation into bondage with him ; 
into which bondage rhe Son enters (or inthis depraved 
and loſt Earth the teed of Lite is town) who by breaking 
through theſe bonds (which it doth by the power of its 
Life; for though this life may ſubmir unto, yer itis im- 
poſſible it ſhould be held down by the Law or the curſe) 
redeemeth both Adam and the Creation. ' This leaven 
entring both into the man and into the creature, ſpreads 
both over the man and over the creature, and by break- 

ing its own bonds, breaks the bonds both of man and the 
creature; and by challenging, aſſuming 2nd poſlefling its 
own Lite and Liberty, bringeth man and the creature inro 
Life and Liberty : ſothat though their Life and Liberty 

is utterly loſt in themſelves, yer itis found again in Chriſt, 
and found more pure, more perfte&, more ſtable there, 
then ever it was in them. ( Happy is that man, - happy is 
that creature which can find the way to-true loſs, to truc 

bonds; burthar is as impoſſible to man, ro-the creature, 

as it iStoit to ſave itſelf.) 

And this is calling inco Liberty, (Brethren, ye have been 
called #nto Liberty) namely the breaking forth of this life 
inthe man, which wrapping the manup in it (elf, and 
bringing the man forta again with it ſelf, maketh: him 
both raſte of a new nature and of his own nature anew. 1 
confels calling here in this place, may denote that invita- 
tion and inlet into the viſible ſtate of the Goſpel (which 
then'was' uſual)” which in compariſon of the. ſtate of the 
Law, was a ſtate of grear Liberty; though in reſpe& of 
true thorow Liberty it be a ſtate of great bondage, and 
che ſpirit of life in the ſeed: did groawrunder: it for want of 
freedom, as well as it did. inthe. Saints of old: under the 
yoke ot the: Law, . Bur calling; into: Liberiy, 18 ithe true 
natureof it, is the advancing of the new nature (which 
nature is ſown here in bonds): into the pofleſſion and en- 
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joyment of itſelf, and-the redeeming of the nature of 
that man'in whom'rhe :new. nature is ſown, out of 
the bonds cither of its own corruption or of any diſpen- 
ſation of God, wherewith it is exerciſed inthis its corrups 
and enflaved eſtate. Sothar in this Liberty, Firſt, There 
is a free ſpirit.or nature begotten and brought forth. Se- 
condly, 'There is a ſpreading of this over the man, com 
wept into him or taking him into-the ſame. free nature, 
T indy, There is the advancing of both into a free ſtate, 
—— bringing forth of the creature in and with them 
both. | 

Now perhaps ſome. may yet in truth of ſpirit defire to 
hear ſomewhat: more particularly and diſtin&ly concern- 
ing this Liberty, that they might have a more diſtinct and 
demonftrative view of {ome things which have been al- 
ready glanced at; for whoſe fſatisfa&tion, Firſt, I ſhall 
roucha little-at mans ſlavery,and then propoſe ta cenfide- 
ration'the principal parrs ot this freedom.  , _. 

Mans flavery confiſteth chiefly in theſe three things. 

I, Heis 6” ney to qa or to the Law of fin and 
death which'dwels in him, whichis now become himſelf, 
His #nderſtanding is atlave to darkiand corrupt princples, 
his will ro vain and deſtruttive deſires. That hitle reaſo 
that is yet remaining 'in his underſtanding and will, isa 
ſlave and ſubje&to the Law and curſe of that corruption 
which dwels in him. _ ? | 

2. Hew enſlaved teSatan; He rules him at pleaſure. 
This world; the whole:ſtate of this warld the whole 
frame; and motions of:mans ſpirir, all the powers and 
operations of his nature, lic iz that wickedoxe, and are dif- 
poſed of by him. Sothat man cannot {ee the truelight, 
not of reaſon; becauſe the Gad of. this world blinds:hts eyes; 
norcamhe obſerve or obey what he dothdiſcern of good 
(further then God winds him up and affiſts him/by ſome 
power, which ſometimes he lets forth upon himin adiſ- 

penſation, 
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penſation, which for that ſeaſon refreſheth the ingenuity 
and integrity of his nature, ſerting.it on work for God 
and towards good, but otherwite the ſpirit of man ſtands 
ar a diſtance from that light of Holineſs and Righreouſ- 
neſs that ſhines upon him-in any of the diſpenſations of 
God) becauſe Satan binds his heart, his hands, his feer, 
his whole, man. So thatthere is no true 'hiberty in the 
freeſt nature or cleareſt reaſon, (Satay doth but cozen a 
man in making him beleeve, cither that he can or will dil- 
poſe of himſelf according to the light of reaſon:) but on- 
ly in thoſe whom God by his wiſdom, love and pleaſure 
turneth fro darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 


unto God, 
3. Heis enſlaved to Laws, Ordinances and Obſervations, 


either ſuch as were written in his own nature (which 
yet have a dark being and reſidence there, and which God 
can ſtir up at any time for any end: or deſign of his) or 
ſuch as are diſpenced to- him in ſuch or ſuch a ſtate. 
Thus God hath pleaſed to uſe many waies for the exer- 
ciſe of man in his preſent broken condition. Thus the 
Fews were exerciſed with ſeverall Laws and kinds of Difci- 
pline, and fo alſo the Gentiles or beleeving Chriſtians 
after them : The former ofthele was a ſtare of. great la- 
very, and the latter was not a throughly free: ſtate, 
though it might very well be accounted tree in” compare 
with the former. [There was indeed a true taſte of 'the 
truth in that State, but the State it ſelf was not the truth 
(bur only a more compleat ſhadow then the Law) and 
therefore muſt vanith and give way whenſoever the truth 
appears. This is the ſum or main of the ſlavery of man, 
whereunto the ſeyerall inferior parcels of it may be re- 


ferred. ret? (1: 
Now the freedom of the ſeed, and of Man and the crea- 
ture in, With and through the ſeed, lieth chiefly in three 


things alfa, To let pals freedoms from corruption and va- 
h nity 
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nity, which though it be wonderfully excellent, and not 
to be found in the air where we breath, yer that may (o 
ealily be ſuppoſed and is ſo fully comprehended in the 
other, as I cannor but omit it : Therefore to let that pals, 
I ſay freedom conſiſteth in theſe three things. 

I. In adiſoblization from all Laws of an tnferior nature. 
That man:cannot be free who is in ſubjection to any laws 
or ordinances of an inferior nature; ſpirir, or principle 
then his own life is. The Lord hath given laws and ordi- 
nances to man in his ſeyerall ſtates and conditions, all 
which the life advanced to its own proportion of liberty 
in Chriſt is free from. They who are truly dead with 
Chriſt, are freed by that their death , from their former 
husband the law. The life which was married to it diced 
and hath been laid in the grave, and there is no marrying 
or giving in marriage any more (even in this ſence) in the 
erave or after the Reſurrection. The lite having dyed: in 
that ſtate and diſpenſation wherein it was brought forth 
and placed, that it might fulfil it and dye; and having 
{lain the-man alſo with it, yea the very root and ſpirit of 
his lite : If either or both riſe up any more, they riſe up 
free: They can riſe no more under the law of thar dit- 
penſation, /to which they were flain, | 

So that the life in liberty is as it were 4 Lord over all 
the diſpenſations of God ; which as they are of an interi- 
or natureto this lite, ſo it is their proper place to be in ſub- 
jection to it. He in whom the lie lives & reigns, may in or 
out at pleaſure, uſe them or leave them, as the light an4 
pleaſure of the nature of this life dire&s him. He may take 
any of them, and ſeem bound under them,though in him- 
ſelt he is ſtill free: he may leavethem off again, and ma- 
nifeft his own freedom, when he ſees his time. All things 
are lawful for me, {aith theApoſtte, but all things are not ex- 
pedient: as it he had ſaid, I'can do any thing , I can uſe any 
thing, butyet withall I now my time : My ſpirit which 


knoweth 


UM 


The Liberty of the Seed. 37 
knoweth the greatneſs,the largenes of myliberty,knowe 
alſo how to manage it. And-he ſhews as much in his prac- 
tiſe, for though at one time he could ſhave himſelt and cn- 
ter into the Temple in a way of legal purification, yet atano- 
ther time when certain creptin;to eſpy out his Liberty, 
he would not give place by ſubjetion, no not for an hour, 
bur would maintain his Liberty in the very face of them. 
He could make uſe of c/rcumciſien himſelf by vertue of 
this Liberty (for he circumciſed Timothy) though he tells 
the Galathians, thar if they were circumciſed , Chriſt 
would profit them nothing. 

Nor is this Liberty reſtrained' to the life in it ſelf, bur 
finks with the life into the man. _ All things were made 
for man, (All Creatures, all Ordinances, all Laws, all 
Inſtitutions, and Commandments,) not man for them, as 
Chriſt faith particularly concerning the Sabbath, The 
Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath, and 
when man comes to his right place, he; ſhall. be above 
them all, and they ſhall all be ſubſervientro him, for 
whoſe ſervice, uſe and diſcipline they were made. Iris 
true, Man in his preſent eſtate is a ſervant under them 
and enſlaved by them yea the life it ſelf, though by 
the right of its own nature it be far more free, yet fora 
ſeaſon it may lie under greater bonds, then man in his 
condition of ſlavery hath yet taſted : but when rhe Sox 
growcth up tohis freedom, he. becomes free indeed; yea, 
and that man whom he maketh free,, is free alſo, But 
it isa great vanity for any to.dream of,; and to think to 
make uſe of and live according to this freedom, before 
it be truly brought forth in them. Ir is not by having 
the clecr notions andapprehenſions of Liberty, or by 
taking ſcope ty rhem{clyes. according. to theſe notions, 
- that men become free: but it is by, the nature, growth, 
and adyancement af the true life in them, from and ac- 


- cording tothe rruc light and Power of the Spirit of the 
| | . Lord. 
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Lord. The former is burpoor mans aſpiring into'a ſtate 
into which he is nor rightly:led, which rends'ro greater 
bonds: The other is a fairpaffage through and from under 
bonds, to which, that perſon who is' once ſerfree by the 
truth, ſhall never be reduced ; For the Lord will main- 
rain that Liberty, unto which -his own Spirit, Life and 
Power exalteth, - ' This'is the Firſt thing wherein Liber- 
ry confiſts,- a diſobligation ff om all Laws and Ordi- 
—_ infertor to the' nature or life which is bound by 
them. | 

2. Liberty conliſts i» az exemption from all powers of a 
Superior nature. If Satan may be ſuppoſed to be ſtrong- 
er then the life (as he is, : compared with the life in its 
weakneſs, 'though he that then ſtands by the life and tak- 


eth care of it, is ſtronger then Saran,) yet the life ſhall be | 


free fromhim : 'The life which deſerves to be called free, 
muſt be out of the 'reach or fear of his claws. The life 
is not free which Satan may interrupt, or at kaſt nor 
while he may'interruptit. Satan muſt down. when the 
life ſprings up. God will trample down Satan before 
the preſence of the life, . nay under the feet both of man, 
and the creature, whenthe life - appears in them. 'The 
God of peace will tread down the troubleſome ſpirit of S4- 
fan, under the ſpirits yea and under the fleth too of all 
his Saints, in the day of their freedom, Nay the very 
Power of God, fo far as it was dreadful to Chriſt and to 
his Saints (for they have always complained of that, as 
the moſt terrible thing-which they have had to deal with, 
and indeed it is that that chiefly afMicteth and flayeth them 
in the hour of their ſickneſs and death,though all the time 
of their life it was theit: chief fapport) -I ſay 655 power 
they muſt be ſecured from too-in the'day of their Liberty. 
God will not' iow interpoſe ay more with his exerciſes, 
as he formerly did in his timeof nurturing the life, but 
henceforth there ifſueth nothing from him, but —_ wy 
F weret 
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ſwereth the nature and defire of the life. 

3. Liberty lyerh (and thatmoſt of all) i the cleerneff, 
ſtrength and perfeition of life: inthe temper of the ſpirit : 
inthe nature, life and growth of the ſpirit. Tf the ſpirir 
were never ſo free from all Laws on the one hand, and 
from all.powers on the other hand, yer if it failed of 
cleernels, ſtrength or perfection of life, ir could not be 
perfe&ly at liberty. If it want either light or ſtrength 
of life to move with, it cannot but fall ſhort in its moti- 
ons; and though it were never ſo free in other reſpects, 
yet it would ſtill be bound up in the darkneſs, weakneſs 
and tmperfection of its own nature. If mans reaſon were 
free from all Laws and bonds whatſoever, yet if it were 
not full in its own nature, if it wanted either light or 
ſtrengthin its kind, man could not be free either in the 
exercile or enjoyment of his natural principle : And this 
helds alſo in the ſpiritual principle, Its Liberty lies in the 
, perfection of its nature ; therefore though he may have a 
caſte of it before, yet he cannot be fully tree, until he be 
brought forth in perfe&ion. There muſt be acleer ſpiric 
within, a cleer courſe and paſſage for the ſpirit,clecr lighr 
about the ſpirit,and tull ſtrength and vigor 1n the ſpirit, or 
there cannot be a through freedom, Ifthe ſpirit have any 
clouds, any darkneis abour it ſelf, tis not free: It there 
be any rubs in its way it cannot walk freely (therctore 
God promilſeth to this life an high way, a plain path in 
the day of its redemption and treedom, as 1faz. 35. 8.) 
Tf its light be not very full and cleer, and its ſtrengrh; ab- 
{olutely perfe& in reference to irs own nature and ſtate, 
itwill want of its Liberty, it will not be able to come 
forth or walkin perfe& freedom. So that that Liberty 
which is perfe& and compleat, mult be of a perfe& ſeed, 
from a perfe& root, perfectly grown up and ſcituated 
in the life and Spirit of the Lord; from -which alone it 
proceedeth and groeth up, and in which alone it can 
live and be enjoye.l. It 
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Thewbibertyof the Seed. 
- Tt hath-been ahd ſill is:a greatqueſtion, how far thoſe 
that are in Chriſt 'are freed from 'the Law ; and whether 
'their ſins be againſt the Law vr #0, or only againſt Chriſt 
who 1s therr Lk yd Law? (In relation whereunto (fince - 


arifallerh ſo fairly inmy way):Iſhall lay-down three Con- 


cluſions, which 'may occaſion the clecring of it in 'parr, 
and the turther better (right-undetſtanding of this Liber- 
Ty - wherewith I intend'to conclude 'the point, -only 
adding ſomewhat concerning the abuſe (which it is very 
liable unto, -as every other {ſpiritual thing alſo-is, in the 
way that hitherto it hath broke forth and-appeared) and 
rightuſe of Liberty, fromthe following -words. The 
Conclulions are thele, | 

1. He'thar:is/in "Chriſt cannot ſin againſt the Lay, 
'becauſe he-is not under-t, and therefore cannotbe'bound 
by it4nor be engaged to give any/account unto it, He is 
ainder -another-husband, and therefore free from this, 


4as the Apoſtle teaſoneth, Rom. 7. 'But'yert'mark, As 


'Chriſt himſelf in his fAleſhly ſtate was -under ithe :Law 


(who was the: forerunner and pattern :) ſo all his ſeed in 


'their fleſhly iſtate-are under the Law likewiſe, They 
may have ſometimes a fight of life and a taſte of liberty, 
bur until-they have followediChriſt inrohis:grave, and 


are become dead'with him, yea and riſen with him too, 


'they ſhall notenjoy it. While the life lives in thefleth, 
it lives under the.-Law : -when the lite comes to live inthe 
(pirit aloric, it (ſhall 'be -perfeRly 'treed (from the 
'Law. 

Thisis moſt certain, The'life of its own nature-isnor 
under-the 'Law, wor can 'its.nature-(to ſpeak: properly) 
\be-(ubjeted:ro' the Law, :though it :may-a& :a part 'of 
ſubjeRion tor a ſeaſon : yet in theatting of that part, the 
ſparklingsof a-diviner life and Law: (which (wallow-up 


'this weak life with the whole Law of it) .cannotibut now 
-andthew-appear, -asthey did in'Chrift, -zn the:rime of 


his 
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hisſubjeRion and ſervitude. Burthe'man in' which the 
life inhabits, and throngh- which the life acts, is weak, 
and hath only a promiſe of ſtrength' and* of redemption 
with the life, after his- dearh and: refurre&ion- wirh ir, 
bur hath nor any full ſenſe or participation of it, bur is 
to remain under bondage, and to travail up and down 
in the wilderneſs of this worldly ſtate wirh the life. until! 
then. And though in the Apoſtles times the Lord did 
ler out boththis lite and this liberty, into the hrrmane-na- 
rure in his Saints, to give alittle glimps what they were; 
yer they were let fortk but weakly, and' they: were ſoon 


_ clapped in again, and the'old'husband (the Law) rerurns 


and rakes oniverſal poſfeſſion _ though under the 
name of the lifeand Liberty of the Goſpel. 

This then'is the ſum. To all mert whatſoever, until 
they be ſwallowed up: intor the ſpiricof Chriſt, the law is 
ſill a Schoolmaſter : and they may find, if they obſerve 
themſelves, the Law of natureor the Eaw of good and 
evil, which is written intheir heartsby nature, and'fur- 
ther revived by acquired knowledg (whether from the 
lighrſpringing up in man, and fo recetved thence, or from 
the lighrheld forth in the Scriprures)continually inftruct- 
ing and diſcipling of them. As a Schoolmaſter it exer- 
cileth them as its Diſciples and' Schollars. Yew in the 
very times of the Apoſfles, though they had atrained a 
ſtrain of freedom. which was nor attained before, yet 
they were not alrogether free 3 bur groaned under bon- 
dage and panted afrer Liberty. | 

2. Hetharisin Chriſt cannordo that which the Law 
judgeth to be fin. He cannora@ againſt the righreouſ- 
neſs thatisinthe Law. He canno more hve to fin, then 
he can liveto the Law. He hath as little todo with any 
thing which the Law judgethevil, as with the Law it (elt. - 
He can give no offence to any that have any rrue light in - 
them, for he can do nothing againſt anytrue light in-any - 
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kind, This. is the nature of truth , Ir longeth for, ir 
ſeeketh afrer, it knoweth, it embraceth both its own 
image and its own ſubſtance : Truth in the image long- 
cth atrer the ſubſtance, Truth inthe ſubſtance compre- 
hendeth, acknowledgeth and embraceth the image. The 
righteouſneſs which is in Chriſt and his ſeed, 1n its na- 
ture, motions and actions, comprehendeth the righteouſ- 
nels of the Law, Indeed it cannot be comprehended by 
it, but ir comprehends it; and the righteouſneſs of the 
Law kaoweth it and giveth way to it. Ithath more in 
it, a far higher kind of righteouſneſs then the Lay call- 
eth for, but.ir hath that alſo. Every ſpiritual morion is 
beyond the nature and excellency of the Law, bur ye, 
it hath all thatexcellency that theLaw can poſſibly expe 
or ex424, and thertore cannot offend againſt the lite or 
rruth of the Law. The life and righteouſneſs that is in 
Chriſt, moſt naturally cheriſheth the life and righteouſ- 
neſs that is in the Law, which they who taſte of the truth 
as it is in Feſus, are taught to underſtand, 

3. If he could pofſibly do that which the Law judgeth 
tobe fin, yet his fin would not be diredly againſt the 
Law (tor the Law cinnor judg him as a finner, who is not 
under it) but againſt his own life ; which is a greater of- 
fence, and hath more of the nature of {in in it, then if it 
were againſt the Law. He thatis in Chriſt hath a new 
life in him which is ſown in his ſpirit, and his ſpirit with 
that life is tranſplanted.into Chriſt, who is his Lord and 
Lawgiver: And what he now is, he is in Chriſt; and 
what he now does, he does unto Chriſt, and is not now 
any longer under that diſpenſation of the Law, in which 
he was before his traniplantation: fo that he is not 
henceforth ſo much as ina capacity of finning againſt 
it. 

> This then isthe ſum. They that are in Chriſt, (in 
| IO his Spirit, dead and riſen with him, who are entred in- 
| ro 
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to and ſwallowed up in the newneſs, Vertue, Life and 
Power of his Death and Reſurreion) are not ſubje& to 
the Law of any diſpenſation (though they can alſo ful- 
filany, yea and are to fulfil the Law of every diſpenſarti- 
on: ) but only to the Law of pure nature. Nor can they 
properly be ſaid to be ſubje& to thar, for of it ſelf it low- 
eth trom their nature, aud that in a way of ſubjecion 
to them, ſo that they may be rather ſaid to be Lords over 
it. Allthe diſpenſations of God with all the Laws of 
them, flow from thart life which is in Chriſt and his ſeed, 
| from which life they come, in which life they are com- 

prehended, to which life they are inferior and owe ſub- 
jeion: And though the Lord exerciſe his Son under 
them for a ſeaſon, 1o that they. are above and he below, 
they Lords and he a Servant under them ; yet when 
the heir is grown up to his age ,underſtanding and liberty, 
it cannot bur be otherwiſe. And this is the right and 
proper ſtate and poſture of things (whereas all things are 
now out of order, the firſt laſt, and the laſt firft) when 
_ every inferior nature is comprehended in and ſubje& un- 
to the ſuperior: When the ſenſitive part is ſubje& tro 
| the rationa), the rational tothe ſpiritual, the ſpiritual to 
| the divine: The creature to man, man to Chriſt, Chriſt 
to God. 

And when this is effetually ſprung up, brought forth, 
and perfected, then cometh the Kingdom, the univerſal 
Kingdom, the Kingdom both of God, of Chriſt, aad of 
man. Then God thall reign, when he hath pitched his 
Tabernacle, built up his Temple, ere&ted his Throne and 
Kingdom wherein he will reign: When he hath taught 
/ his Son and his creature pertec&t ſubje&tion ro himſelf, 
| then will he reign in them both. Then Crit ſhall reign; 
| When he is become perfe&ly ſubjet, when he hath 

throughly learned obedience by the things that he ay 
| ſuffered, and hath given up his life to the will of the Fa-V . 
| N 3 | ther, 
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ther, and lain in the grave: during his pleaſure; Then 
will the Lord ar length raiſe him- up'to'the Crowti, give 
him- the Kingdom) ſet him athis own right hand, and 
heſhall reign henceforth inGod and withGod: Yea, When 
my hxhtarned this leſſon: from Chriſt, anthath laid 
dowtihis life alſo'and burieditin the'grave of Chriſt) and 
rhere let it lie the time of Chriſts-pleaſure, Then will 
Chiiſtalſo:ar laſt raiſe him up mhisowtr life (even as 
God raifed' up+ Chriſt in his Iife) artd' he ſhall reign in. 
Chriſt, and with Chriſt in Godfor everand ever.. And 
nowtell-me; ye that have $kill,, which isthe moſt Hono- 
rable of theſe, Gods reigning in Chriſt and in man, 
Chrifts reigning in God and'itiman, or mans reigning in 
God and'in Chriſt. Surely God will manifeſt hisskill 
in imparting himſelf wholly and fully to his Chriſt, and. 
Chrift will'thew the ſame” skill (and will gor fall ſhortin 
it) of conveying all to: man that Gbd imparts ro lim. 
If the whiole river cannot run intirely and perfe&ly every 
where, itwill not be ſatisfied init ſelf; it will not be able 
co ſatisfie_ the deſire of irs nature, which is, after this 
manner,to empty it ſelf, The Lord will ſow liberally, that 
he may reap liberally ;. Nor is irary diſhonour to him, 
for us to-fee, acknowledg and hold forth the greatneſs, 
Excellency and Majeſty of him in his ſeed. Hitherto the 
Worſhiping even of God by the mouths and in the ſpirits 
of moſt meri, hath been idolatry”: bur hereafrer ye ſhall 
ſee man worſhipped without Idolarryg, Whenthe Lord 
clorherh rhe flzth of his ſeed with his own Spirit,. the ſpi- 
rit of man ſo ſoon as ever he beholds it, ſhall fall 
down beforcit: Yea all the Anzels of God fhall worſhip 
6194, The meaneſt Life of Chriſt in the loweſt of his ſeed 
(Fany thing here may be rermed mean or low) ſhall de- 
ferve the greateſt worſhip of the higheſt Angels. 
Only uſe not Liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh. 
"The feſh will be entring into all the ſpiritual _—_ of 
| 0d, 


abuſe of Liberty. _ 
God, but it is only: into-the flicſh of them, and'to ſervethe 
'Acſhiby them. . 

This they who are the ſeed, -inthe'rrue nature, (cannot 
do: and they who arc advanced tobea ryperorirepreten- 
tation-of the ſeed in any diſpenſation (and fo have a:taſte 
of thenature, life and liberty of the ſeed) are carctully to 
avoyd the doing of it, inthar-diſpenſation wherein rhey 
areplaced by the ſpirit of the -Lord. The fpirit of lite 
in theſeed cannot do thus (This is clean contrary:to the 
nature of that life ;) nor the humane ' ſpirit neither ſo far 
as it dwells in, and is compre hended by that:lite.. [Bur 
that which is bur ſpirit in a type,oriby vertue ofa diſpenſa- 
tion, but is ſtill cſhat root mats own inmoſt nature, is 
very prone to do thus; -yea as alforhe'fleth :vvhictrhangs 
about thar which is ſpirit in truth, :both whichprejudice 
themſelves very much there, andtheretore thould en- 
deayour, watch and pray tharrhey: might-avoyatt, 

Only-uſe not Liberty for an ocoaſion, &c. 

Ye may uſe all your'Liberty, only:do-notabuteir. If it 
bein any kind an occaſion or advantage »to thefleſh; ye 
abuſeit. If:ye manage it fo as to fatisfie-any deſire, 
any delight of theifleſh, 'this is nor rrue Liberty rightly 

made ule of, 'bur the'Liberty: of theiGoſpelanqured. 

The Liberty of the Goſpel, ir ſets free: theſpirit, but 
it is a yoke of ' bondage to the fleth, it "binds uptheman 
wonderfuEſtreit in-all his nature and motions, letting 
him not- one *whit-further looſe, i then he is new: made in 

'thisnew life. 

That Liberty-therefore-whichtceds and atisfiesthe 
Aeſh, e which gives ſcope' tro the carnal ſpiricot:man, 1s 
northetruth. Andif there be'any light which the (pi- 
'rit of tran hath bythe Revelation of: rhe Goſpel, where- 
by he apprehendeth and 'pra@i(eth> {ach liberty, -heun- 
Aerftarkdedvnot that light, /herabuſertvthar light, 

More particularly, There arc three. main-ways.of 
abuſing 


—_— _  Abuſeof Liberty, 

-abuſing this liberty, or the fleſh is very apt to take occa- 
_ fron by this liberty to corrupt ir (elf and prejudice the life 
of its ſpirir, chizfly in theſe three reſpedts : In reference 
tits Temper, in reference to its Reſt, ins reference to its 
Motions, What the ſpirit ſlays by true ſpiritual Liberty, 
the fleſh getting into the outſide of it quickens : and what 
the ſpirit thereby quickeneth, the fleſh thereby tlayeth. 

1. Theflcſhis apt to take occaſion by Goſpel-Liberty, 
to corrupt it ſelf in its Temper, to begin tolitt up it ſelf 
as if it were ſomething. The fleſh, whenits own nakedneſs 
is diſcovered to it, and when it is caſt into grievous bonds, 
fceling the ferters and ſhakles of fin, death and miſery a- 
bout ir, itis mightily aſhamed : bur when it feels theſe 
fallen off, and in ſtead thercof it finds it ſelf clothed with 
the life and liberty of the ſpirit, it begins to prick up its 
ears again, and look upon it ſelf as ſome-body. O how 
low were the people of the Fews , both in the eye of the 
world and in their own thoughts, before the Lord clothed 
and adorned them: but afterwards, how loftily did they 
look upon the reſt of the world and ſcorn them even as 
dogs? Neither were the converted Gentiles altogether 
free from this ſnare, but-they were apt likewiſe to boaſt 
not only over the reſt of the world , but over the Fews 
alſo, Rom. I1. 

2. The fleſh will alſo take advantage hereby to corrupt 
it ſelf in its Reſt. There is 4 reſt for the people of God, a reſt 
from all the toilſome motions of the humane ſpirit: which 
the fleſh will lay hold on to neglect what it ſhould do, and 
the doing whereof doth not-contradict or interrupt this 
reſt, but loweth from ir. The fleſh by this liberty will 
be apt to think it is become its own, and may neglect a- 
ny duties or ordinances (duties of love and ſervice, ordi- 
nances of worſhip, &C.) as it ſhall think good: whereas 
the fleſh hath no more liherty in this reſpect, then as 1t 1s 

- drenched into and truly led by the ſpirit. The ſpirit of 
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the Lord is freezand ſo far as our ſpirit,yea and as our fleſh 
alſo, is taken into the ſpirir of the Lord, it partaketh of this 
freedom. But the fleſh, which is in part thus adyanced, muſt 
know its place and diſtance ; It muſt know as well how 
to deſcend, ſtand and walk in its preſent place, relation 
and order, as to aſcend and maintain tellowſhip with the 
Lord. Butthis the fleſh, till it be throughly mortified, 
cannot learn to do, but will be wor yrs argue 
own honour and eaſe, - and abuſing All the light>tife and 
liberty of the ſpirit: therefore the Lord hath great rea- 
ſon to keep the fleſh very ſhort, even in his choiceſt 
ones. 
3. Thefleſh will alſo think it hath liberty to do what 
it pleaſeth, and ſo will make uſe of this liberty to glur it 
ſelf with all manner of vanity and ſenſuality. The fleſh 
which naturally longeth to take its fill of the delights of 
the fleſh, doth as naturally incline to take all advantages, 
and will nor ſtick to bend aſide the very light, life, and 
liberty of the ſpirit thereunto. O what draughts of ya- 
nity will it now {will down, when once it feels it ſelf fenc- 
cd from the fear of that danger which was its only curb. 
Now will every fleſhly ſpirit rake its ſwindg, according 
ro its temper and inclination, ſome in more grols and 
ſenſual, ſome in more refined and ſpiritual pollutions. 

Thus that wherein the breath, life and ſpirit of the Go- 


ſpel lieth (An holy Temper, an holy Reſt, and holy Mo- 


tions) the fleſh getteth into and corrupteth, and thereby 
eateth our all the excellency and vigor of life which was 
letout in the diſpenſation, deſtroyeth rhat precious ſa- 
vour and leaven which it had from the life, conceiverh 
with ſome new ſeed of ſpiritual filthineſs,and ar laſt bring- 
eth forth a more unclean filthy birth of the fleſh,- then its 
womb was capable of betore. | 
But by love ſerve one another. | 
Man would have liberty to reign, He would have eve® 
ry 
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ry thing ſerve him : He maketh uſe of his Light, his Life, | 


his Liberty to ſerve himſelf; andto make every thing 
elſe ſerve him. Bur the life in Chriſt and his ſeed, which 
floweth from the Love of the Father and dwelleth in love, 

delighteth to ferve. It will be ſerviceable tocyery thing,: 
bur eſpecially to that nature which is the {ſame witht ſelf. 
This nature teacheth it not only ſelf-love, which every 

nature teacheth, bur alſo to love its neighbor here, as it 
felt. 
Chriſt though he was a Xi»g and had a Kingdom, yet 
he came not here to reign, butto ſerve: And all his ſeed 
who partake of the ſame life, follow him (who is their 
guide) inthe ſame ſteps. As they have the ſame nature 
of love with him; ſo the ſame nature guideth them to 
the ſame ſervice of loye. 

The love that is in Chriſt, and the love that is inthe 
Saints, maketh their humane ſpirit, with all the life, liber- 
ties and enjoyment of it, which it either hath init ſelf or 
receiveth by the Goſpel, to ſerve both the life of their 
own ſpirits and the lite in one another, and that under 
all the weakneſſes in which it is ſown or can grow up. 
It is more pleaſant ang natural to Chriſt and his ſeed, ro 
deny their Liberty and #nter into bonds for the advan- 
rage of others, then to enjoy it for their own ſatisfacti- 
on. The Liberty of their natures, the Liberty of their 
ſpirits they cannot loſe, and as for the Liberty of any 
outward practiſe, it is not of ſo much value as to be main- 
tained to anothers prejudice. Liberty can exerciſe and: 
enjoy it ſelf as much in the forbearance, as in the uſe : 
nay it is dire& bondage not to be able to wave it in ſuch 
-a caſe. Heisa ſlave, he is in. bonds, he hath not a large 
and free ſpirit, who can only reign, but cannot ſerves 
who cannot deny himſelf with the ſame eaſe and content 
wherewith he obſerveth himſelf. He is bound up in his 
Nature, he is reſtrained in his Liberty ; He is free but 
| in 
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in part, he hath not arrived at the complear te mper of the 
= Low the lite can do both, and hath a time and ſcalfon 
or both, | | 
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XI. of the low Ebb, which the Lord Chrift was brought to, 
| by his Death and Safferings. | 
Ps A le|22. 6. | 
But I 4m 4 worm, and no man's a reproach of men, and 
deſpiſed of the people. 
T His is the ſtate and condition of Chriſt in the time of 
his 'Death. This is his dying fence, or his ſence 
when.he is dying, of his own ſtare and poſture therein. 
In the midſt of his life, while the Power of God reſted 
in him and the Glory of God ſhone upon him, he was a 
God and no man: He was one with the Father; one in 
ſubſtance, one in life, one in motion, operation and en- 
joyment, But now in the ſeaſon of his Death, in the 
time of his deſertion and affliction (while that life fails 
and gives up the ghoſt, for want of the preſence and in- 
fluence of God, and by the power and force of the ene- 
my) as he was before lifted up far above the ſtate of man, 
ſo now he falls far beneath it, 1 4” 4 worm and no man. 
That excellency which is in man, (that excellency which 
may yet be found in man eyen in his broken ſtate,)Chriſt 
is ſtripped of when his own lite dies, ſo that in truth he 
is nota man, notſo muchas a man, This is not an hy- 
perbolical or paſſionate expreſſion, bur rhe exprefſion of 
a true ſenſe from a true underſtanding. Which will ap- 
pear more cleerly, if we conſider thefe things which are 
moſt eminent in man, ,as his Beauty,his Majeſty, his Wiſ- 
dom, his Strength , his Intercourſe with God, all waich 
Chriſt was tripped of in the time of his Death, inall 
which reſpects he was more like to a worm then a man, 
I. For the Beanty of man. Map is evidely the molt 
| O2 * lovely 
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lovely, the moſt comely piece, of the whole Creation, 


He is as it were the extratt, the quinteſcence of the Cre- 
ation exaatly formed. As Chriſt is exactly formed to 
be the beloved of God: ſo Maris exactly formed. to be 
the beloved. of Chriſt. And as the Godhead pleaſerh it 


ſelf in the beauty and lovelineſs of Chriſt : ſo Chriſt (and | 


in him the Godhead) pleaſeth himſelf in the lovelineſs of 
man. God ſaith to Chriſt and Chriſt ſaith to man, Tho: 
art all fair my love, there is nv ſpot in thee. Long before 
this world was both the delight of God and of Chriſt 
was in and about man: Before the mountains were ſet- 
tled, &c. While as yet he had not made the Earth nor the 
fields, &c. Then was I by him: Rejoycing in the habitable 
parts of his Earth, and my delights were with the ſons of 
men. Prov.8. 25,26. & 30, 3I. 


2. Thereis a Majeſty in man, God who appointed | 


man to be his Vicegerent, ſet a ſtamp of his owri Majeſty 


noon bem. And this is yer to be ſeenin man, there are - 
f 


e reliques of it yet in his nature, and a ſenſe thereof in 
the nature of the Creatures. There is a ſtamp of ſubjeQion 
upon all the creatures, and a ſtamp of dominion and Ma- 
jeſty in man. | 

3- There is Wiſdom in man, Man is asit were the 
head of the wiſdom of the Creation, Man hath a lightin 
him beyond the Creature, whereby be can comprehend 
ir, mannage it and makeit to ſerye him. He hath a 
great root and principle of wiſdom in. him, whereby he 
knoweth both God, himſelf and the creature, and can 
effe& ſtrange things. He can foreſce and provide for 


'good and againſt evil - He can ſearch out whar he wants, 


yea and make uſe of what he finds. Look upon the wil- 

dom which man yet hath, and ye ſhall find, thar he 1s as it 

werea God and liveth like a God, - in compare with the 
reſt of the Creation. 

4- Man hath Strength too, Strength ſutable to his 

| cſtate, 
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eſtate, Take him with that addition which his wiſdom 
adds to his ſtrength, and he can doe great things. Take 
him with his engines and he is ſtronger then any other 
part of the Creation, nay then all the reſt of the Creation 

ut together. What can. he not: do? what can he not 
fuffer ? The Spirit of a man will beare his infirmities. All 
the infirmities which ordinarily befall man, nay all the 
infirmities proper to man, there is ſtrength in the ſpirit of 
man to graple with, Indeed when God doth break man, 
when God doth wound him, then he groweth weak : bur 
otherwife man hath a great deal of ſtrength yet remaining. 
The Egyptians are men and not God,and their Horſes fleſh and 
not { irit ; when the Lord ſhall tretch ont his hand, both he 
that helpeth ſhall fall, and he that is holpen ſhall fall down, 
and they all ſhall fail together, O what a weak thing is man 
in the midſt of all his (ſtrength, when God comes to deal 
with him ! But ſer God aſide, and who knoweth his 
ftrength « What buildings would man raiſe , what de- 
fences would he niake for himſelf, what would he be, 
what would he do, what would he ſuffer, did not the 
Lord provide a worm to gnaw at the Root of his ſpirit? 

5. Man hath a kind of intercourſe with God, He is yet 
ncererto God, and hath yer more conyerſe with him, 
then the reſidue of the Creation. His relation is.of it ſelt 
cloſer, and his Communion more intimate. God ſpeak- 
cth more dire&ly to him , provideth more dire&ly. for 
him (Gods yoice to and care over things isin a great de- 
gree in reference to him and for his ſaket)- And he know- 
cth God, loycth God, truſteth in God,calleth upon God, 
in another way and atter another manner, then the reſt 
of the Creatures can. There is yet a touch left, there yet 
remains a wilde portrai& of the glorious work of God 
upon man. This is, in part, a taſte of the excellency of - 
man ; this.is his nature, this-is his life , this is his eſtate 
ſtill in ſome degree, though fallen exceedingly ſhort. of 

| Q 2 its 
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its own glory, truth and fulneſs, 

But now, The life of Chriſt is far beyon41 the life of 
man. He exceeds man, further tlizcn man doth the 
creatures. 

The Beauty of Chriſt wonderfully exceeds the beauty 
of man. Chriſts beaury is of a deeper, a purer,a more in- 
ward nature : The very rayes atid luftre of the inward 
ſpirir of the divinity dwell in him,and ſhine from his face. 
There is wonderful beauty in the nature, vilage , and in 
all the motions of the life and ſpirit of Chriſt: His faith, 
his love, his ſweetneſs, meekneſs, patience,8&c, O how 
reſplendent ! All that is beautifull in man, he hath in him 
after a much more lovely manner, and a pectiliar beauty 
of his own beſides. | 

And ſo his Majeſty is alſd far greater. Man in all his 
Majeſty, cannot bur admire at (and bow before) the 
Majeſty of Chriſt in his perſon, words and geſtures. He 
appeared like one of another region, He ſpake with ano- 
ther manner of ſpirit,' and in ſuch a way as was ſutable to 
the Majeſty of his own ſpirit, He taught as one having au- 
thority. And though he was exceeding full of love and 
tenderneſs, yet his Majeſty kept his dilciples fo in awe, 
that they durſt not ask him any queſtion but very hum- 
bly and with great fear and reverence. 

The Wiſdom alſo of Chriſt did far tranſcend the wil- 
dom of Man. The root thereof was of- a better kind, 
planted in better earth, deeper rooted, more carefully at- 
rended, and of a better growth. Chriſt was able : (by the 
$kill and vertue'of his narure)to contrive ſpiritual deſigns, 
ro manage ſpitituall affairs, to provide for ſpiritual good 
and againſt ſpirituall evil: yea far more skiltull was he in 
his ſpiritual cſtare then manin his naturall, ,A very wile 
and underſtanding ſhepheard, able to walk himſaf and 

uide all his ſheep through all danger, diſtractions, oppor 
tions, intricacies and deaths into the full truth and 7-44 
Kance of life, | And 


The Lownefs of Chrift. Io; 
And the Strength of Chriſt is great too. What cannor 
Chrit do ? whar cannot Chriſt ſuffer « The Life of 
Chriſt can better dye its death, then man can his. Ir can 
goc through weakneſs better, . It can endure to be far 
more weak, and in that weakneſs dye a far more bitter 
death. It can run through all conditions, all duties, all 
afflictions, all diſpenſations with cafe and delight, 1 kxow 
how to want, {aith Paul, and how to abound, yea l can do 
all things through Chriſt ſtrengthening me. Andinano- 
ther place he inſtanceth in the worſt and hardeſt things, 
expreſſing at what an height he felt his lite able to main- 
eain it ſelt in the very midſt of them : Therefore 1 take plea- 
ſure in infirmities, in reproaches, in neceſs1t1es, in perſeca- 
tions, in diſtreſſes for Chriſts ſake: for when 1 am weak, 
then am I ſtrong. 2 Cor. 12..10, 
Laſtly, Chriſts zntercourſe with God, how ſweet, how 
full isir! He is ever converting with God, God isever 
converſing with him. He eyeth God in every thing: 
in all ſpiritual motions, in all natural motions. [In ſpt- 
ritual motions he hath to do with nothing but him in 
natural motions he hath to do with him chiefly. He is the 
chief thing which God eyeth, and God is thechief thing 
which he eyeth in everything. 71 have ſet the Lord al- 
ways befere me: becauſe heis at my right hand, 1 ſhall not be 
moved, Pſal. 16. 8. Mark, There 1s a mutual conjunctt- 
on, a natural union between God and Chriſt (torthis 
poſture of each here flowethifrom. it and: pointeth art it) 
they place themſelves by one' another, they mind one 
another, they ſtand by. and to one another, Chriſt ſet- 
eth God befoe him, and God placeth himſelf by Chriſt, 
ſtandeth at his right hand; and this is their mutual con- 
tent, delight and ſatery. They are well, ſecure, and per- 
fe&ly ar hearts-eaſe while they are together, All mitery 
trom the begining to the end, ariſeth from their ſepara- 


tion and diſtance, and will' ſoon yaniſh when the whe 
courſe 
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courſe of that is perfetly over, 

Thus Chriſt is in his life : Butnow in the death of 
Chriſt it is far otherwife. Chriſt in his death falls not 
cnly beneaththis Glory, bur alſo beneath the glory of 
min. God when he breaketh Chriſt, breaketh him 
more terribly then he hath yet broken man ; leaverh 
not fo much excellency in bo as he hath yer leftin 
man; bur he beholdeth himſelf (and who ever can 
look upon him ſhall find him) more in the condition of a 
worm then a man. 

There is no more beauty in him, then ina worm: no 
more majeſty in him, then in a worm : no more wiſdom 
or ſtrength in him, then in a worm. He hath loſt all his 
lightand all his ſtrength in the things of God. He know- 
eth not how to beleeve, hope, pray or do any thing which 
requireth life and aſſiſtance from God : and yet his na- 
ture cannot but do theſe things in a very vehement man- 
ner, though not after the ſame rate of underſtanding and 
life which he poſſeſſed before, nor with the aid of io pow- 
erful an influence. But in what ever he is or does, or 
what ever befals him, God regards him not, God takes 
no more notice of him then: of a worm. Chriſt who 
ſerved God with the ſtrength of his lite all the days of 
his life, whata ſtrangeris God unto him in the time of 
his death, Call he may again and againin his extremi- 
ty for relief, for ſupport, for ſomewhat to ſtay his faint- 
ing ſpirit; but no news, no return, no regard from 
God, no more then the worm has that cranls upon the 
ground : My God, my God, why haft thou forſaken me © why 
ſo far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring ? 
O my God, Icry in the day time, but thou heareſt not, and 
in the night, and there is no ſilence tome, Pſal. 22. 1,2. I 
am a norm and no man. | 

A reproach of men, That is ſomewhat more. Man is 
pitied by man in his broken eſtate, bur Chriſt is re- 

proached. 
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proacned. To have been: high and then to fall.low, -is 
a matter of reproach, . eſpecially: where a further aſcent 
was ſpoken of and afferted. - Chriſt and the peopleof 
God talkiot neerneſs ro God; and further 'advancement 
by God, yea of perte&tion in God: therefore when they 
are thus forſaken (as they arc really and perfealy torſak- 
en in that fleſhly diſpenſation, wherein they are at firſt 
brought forth, and tor a feaſon affiſted and owned) and 
their life broken and flain, they become a grievous re- 
roach. Man cannot forbear upbraiding Chriſt, when 
he beholdeth him dying. . When man feels his own. life, 
which Chriſt fo diſdained and ſtill teftified againſt, I ſay, 
when man feels this ſo far above the Lite of Chriſt, (asir 
-appears to be and indeed is when Chriſt is dying) he can- 
not but reproach Chriſt. Chriſt is ſuch a proper object 
of ſcorn to the ſpiritof man, in the time of his death, as 
cannot but draw forth ſcorn trom him. For man to fee 
and feel himſelf alive and free from that death wherewith 
he was threatened, and the death to fall upon Chriſt who 
threatened it, even ſuch a death as concludes his dearh 
for ever to mans eye, and fecures man fron all that dan- 
ger which might accrue to him from thePower of Chriſts 
Life, and which man might ſtand in ſome feare of, - this 
cannot but ſtir in man the ſpirit of deriſion, and cauſe him 
in his very heart, to reproach Chriſt, A reproach of 
men. 2 
And deſpiſed of the people. Chriſt in his death is not 
only a reproach to man, but tothe very people of God 
alſo. Thefle{hly people of God cannot but then deſpiſe 
this.lifte. As they cannot bur in ſome degre2 honour 1t, 
when they (ce the tzyeer, and powerful ſhining forth of it : 
(Never man ſpake likethis man. He hath done all things 
well, &c.) So they cannot but deſpiſe it, whea they ice 
ir declining., Such is the temper of fleſhly 1ſrael, and ſuch 
the way of Chriſts-appearing, that the truth and glory - 
P is 
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bis life [ismore biddea from them then from the world, 
and theix:defpite of hin-in his death is greater, O how 
they pleaſe themſelves in their fleſhly zeal and devotion, 


when they find the ſpirit and life of Chriſt dying in and | 


paſing through his fleſh, 
All they that = me, laugh me to ſcorn. | 

There 1s nothing feels greater contempt, nor: more 
univerſal, then Chriſt in his death. The eye of man 
univerſally contemneth him, yea the whole heart of man 
laughs athim with the greateſt derifion and diſdain that 
can be. High, low, 'rich, poor, Jew, Gentile, and 
every (ortand ſect among each, loath Chriſt in this ſtare, 
He is now become rhe abhoring of all fleſh. They jeer at 
him, they trample upon him with the greateft laughter 
and ſcorn, and withour the leaſt regret. They ſpit i» 
bis face, they buffet him, hey ſhoot out the lip, they ſhake 
the head, He is a worm and no man with them too. 

He truſted on the Lord, that he would deliver him. 

This .is one expreſſion of the great contumely intheir 
ſpirits. This is the manthatrtruſted on God for delive» 
rance. This is that great and glorious life which came 
from God, which ſo depended upon God, which was 
ſo ſure to be fecured by God. The wiſdom of man ſhould 
fall, the ſtrength of man ſhould fall, but he ſhould be 
preſerved and delivered by God., He would not walk 
in the way of man, nor he ſhould not come to the end of 
man, God loatheth man, inthe midſt of all his wiſdom, 
rightcouſneſs and excellency ; but this isthe' beloved of 
God, the delight of God Behold now what he is ! Be- 
hold now where he is! Now let God arife and fayc his 
*choyce one, his beloved one! He truſted on the Lord, 
that he would deliver him : let him deliver him, if he delight 
in him. 

O fooliſh man ! 0#ght not Chriſt to ſuffer theſe things , 
nd jo ro enter into his Glory ? If Chriſt will reap the great 
| Glory 
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Glory and riches of the increaſe of his life, ought he not 
toreduce it into a feed, andto ſowthat ſeed in a womb - 
of death futable to the nature of tt © O vain man, never 
waſt thou more deceived ! Thou fſcemeſt to have the 
foundations of thy lite ſecured, while Chriſt is dying ; 
bur diſcerneſt not how the foundations of thy death, 
and of his Life and Glory, are hereby laid. 

Uſe. Obſerve the difference berween Chrift and the 
people of God iti the time of their life, and in the time 
of their death, Chriſt dyed, and the People -a& God 
muſt dye roo. They that have life from Chriftg5puſt 
dye with Chriſt. '' As Chriſt laid down that life, which 
he received from''the Father, in his fleſh: fo muſt the 
People of God alſo lay down or ſacrifice that life which , 
they receive from Chriſt. Every Diſciple of Cheſt” 
muſt taſte of hi cup, drink of his baptiſm, They that 
have lived with him, and taſted the ſtrength and glory of 
his life, muſt alfo drink of the bitterneſs ot his death: for 
that is their way to cnter into glory, as well as his. The 
ſame life in them, as it tends to the fame end, fo it re- 
quires the ſame paſſage. And how lovely foever they 
were in their life, how great ſoever the majeſty, wiſdom 
2nd ſtrength of their life, how ſweet and familiar ſoever 
their converſe with God, &c. yet all theſe will run low 
- enough in the time of their death, They will be weak 
enough, and fooliſh enough, and blind enough, norbe- 
ing able cither to chufe the good or refuſe the evil, O how 
otorious is a Chriſtian in the time of his life ! how he 
flouritſheth with leaves and with fruits of ſeveral kinds ! 
But he is bare enough of all in his death : Then he can be 
nothing, then he can appear nothing; Then he can do 
nothing; Then he can bear nothing ; He knoweth not how 
to ſubſiſt, nor which way to turn him. Bur of this more 
under the next Head, | 
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> XII. of the low Eſtate, which the Seed of Chriſt are re- 
duced unto, by their Death and Sufferings. 


Prov. 3ZO. 2. 


Surely I am more brutiſh then any man, and have not the 
underſtanding of a man. | 


Ji is the voyce of them, in whom the life of God is 
L ſown in their broken ſtate, When that life ſpring- 
cthup growing and flouriſhing in them, then they are 
exalted far beyond man. then they have a deeper un- 
Cong, and faller enjoyment then man'is capable 
of : Thar life, that glory which then ſhineth in. them, 
man cannot but- vail unto. But according to their exalta- 
tion, 1s their humiliation ; for when that life is ſhattered, 
they fall far beneath man : They have not that wiſdom, 
that ſtrength, that righteouſneſs, that excellency which is in 
man, Swrely,1 more brutiſh then man,and have not the under- 

Banding of man. E 
Mans very brutiſh, man is very ſhallow. He is brutiſh: 
in his defires and affections, ſhallow.in his comprehen- 
fion, Very little k»owledz, very little underſtanding hath 
man, fo little it is,thar it can hardly diſtinguiſh him from 
- thebrutes; yea he 1s ſo brutiſh (or rather worſe) that he 
doth not follow the guidance of that little he hath, May, 
that excellent Image of the Almighty, « become like the pe- 
riſhing beaſts : His knowleds, his affettions, his motions, his 
courſe, his end, are juſt like theirs, as is obſerved by the 
wiſe Searcher into the nature of things, Eccleſ.3.18,19. 
Man is not at all like God or like himſelf, he hath not a 
quick underſtanding or ſenſe in the ways or things of 
God, but in his ſpringing up, growth, progre{s, and be- 
havior in the world, as alſo in his paſſage again out of the 
world, 1s juſt likea brute. Fe 

Bur the child,. the heir in his broken ſtate, falls beneath 


this 
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this brutiſh ſtate of man, Man falls below the creature, 
(man loſeth that ſenſe and knowledg in his kind, which 
the very creatures retain in their kind: 7he 0x knowets 
his Owner, and the Aſs his Maſters crib,@c.) and the life in 
the ſeed falls below man, Great is the death of the com- 
mon creature ; Greater is the death of man ; bur O how 
deep,. how deadly is the death of the ſeed ! How deepin 
their grave ! How low do they {ink into the bowels of 
the great Abyſs ! 

All things which the Lord hath as yet brought forth, 
he cauſeth to paſs through the jaws of death : And their 
death is proportionable to the condition and degree of 
their like, None taſtedof ſuch a life as Chri# ;None alſo 
of ſuch a death, ſave his ſeed, who drink of his Cup, and 
are baptized with his Baptiſm. | 
O how low wasChriſt brought in his broken ſtate, when _ 
he was forſaken of his God ! He was not inapprehenſive 
himſelf of it (what ever we now judg it) when he cryed 
out, 14m 4 worms and no man, Tam nota man, I have not 
the knowledg of a man, the life of a man, the excellency 
of a man, the defence of a man: I can find nothing fit to 
compare my meanneſs and miſery unto, but the moſt 
contemptible of the creatures, a worm, which hath no. 
underſtanding, no excellency, no ability, no manner of », 
lovelineſs in it. | . 

Now the ſervant u no better then his Maſter ; The mem- 
bers have the ſame nature, courſe and condition. with the. 
head. The life in them muſt be broken, They muſt be 
brought low, They muſt alſo be ſtripped of God: and 
then the veſſel which was exalted hereby, will feel pain, 
ſhame and miſery, Then they will become more brurtiſh 
then man, and want that common underſtanding of man, 
the greateſt tincture and excellency whereof they now to 
much deſpiſe. Well may they now flouriſh and be brisk 


over man 3 but ſeaſons of death will overtake them, and 
- IJ then 
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then their ſpirits witl be flat and low enough. 

This cond:t:on of theirs is made up of theſe three things, 
A throughly broken ftate in it ſelf, A through ſenſe of ir 
in themſelves, and a through ſight and contempr of it by 
the world. | 

:. 4 throughly broken ſtate in it ſelf. As the life and 
nature of Chriſt and his ſecd is true and through: ſo is 
alſo their breaking, There is a double breaking of them: 
A breaking of the /;quor, and a breaking of the veſſel. 
T here is a breaking of the ſeed or inward life, or of the 
heavenly part; and there is a breaking of the outward 
nature, or carthly part wherein it was ſown, -and which 
was transformed and made happy by it. There is nothing 
of the new life, no nor yet any thing of the old nature 
left whole, when this death is perfected. This quick (pi- 
'rir, This quickened nature, each are become nothing in 

themſelves, but only (like a lump of dead clay) fit ro be 

made any thing, by any thing which hath skill and vertue 
roform, This poor Land, which was once the pleaſant 
habitation of God, is made cape, deſolate and ruined. 
This is the true ſtate of Chriſt and his ſeed in their death, 
And though man ſeem to himſelf both to defire and in 
ſome meaſure to attain this condition, yet he is as far off 
from the true nature of cither,as he is from the true know- 
ledg of himſelf. | 

Man would fain be broken. There is an apprehenſton 
upon him, that the way tolife is through death, (for 
this which he poſſeſſeth, he may ſee, he may feel, and fo 
may eafily be convinced thart it is not life,) and therefore 
he cannot burlong and earneſtly deſire to paſs through it, 
that ſo he may come atlife. But this Baptiſm none can 
baptize himſelf with ; He alone can do it, who baptized 
Chriſt. Ir is the Life alone which is capable of this break- 
ing, (for the outward veſlel belonging to the ſeed, or in 
which the ſeed is ſown, hath its capacity in and from the 
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Life,) and he alone can break.it, whoformed it, The 


Loxd alone can build, and the Lord alone can deſtroy 


this kind of fabrick, This wiſe and accurate deſtrug1- 
on requireth the ſame $kill and vertue, which iſſued out 
and built up the nature and Life of Chrift and his ſeed. 
The Prince of darkn f# can neyer attain ſo much as to ad- 
mimſter any degree of this death, further then he is ina- 
bled, inſtructed and aſſiſted thereunto from the root of 
all things : (whoſe wiſdom, skill and power goeth along 
perfectly in every thing, though it be not comprehend- 
ed.in or apprehended by any thing.) Now as all death 
andbrokennets bath afflition and miſery in it, ſo this 
beyond all: And as man will aſpire after this death, ſo 
he will fancy that he hath this kind of miſery upon him ; 
but yet in the midft of all his pangs; he knoweth nor 
what belongs to it. | 

There are three great ſcenes in the death of Chriſt (in 
cach of which there are many various ſtrains, ſteps, and 
degrees) all which man can imitate very accurately, bur 
cannot reach to the truth of any of them. 

1. There is the death of corruption. The lite and ſpiric of 
Chriſt cometh forth with power againſt the corruprion 
of mans nature, and with the ſword of God flayeth it: in 
ſo much as he, in whom the life of Chriſt is truly ſown 
and fpringeth up, ſhall find himſelf dying unto his fin- 
full nature dayly. This is one ſcene. 

2, There is the death of the excellency of mans nature. 
Sin muſt dye and righteouſneſs muſt live, yea and then 
righteouſeneſs muſt dyealſo. When the life of Chriſt 
arfirſt'breaks forth in-man, O, ſays he, that this filthy na- 
ture might be deſtroyed, and that I might be brought 
forth in holineſs and righteouſneſs ! bur little doth 
he then think, that all this holineſs and righteouſneſs 
muſt cometo judgment and dycalſo, The Spirit of the 
Lordican judge and find fault withrhe very nature and 
TILE | lite 
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life of the Image of Gad, - not as it is now corrupted, but 
as it was' ar firſt planted inthe firſt Adam. Theſame 
-God which finderh fault with the firſt Covenant, can alſo 
find fault with the firſt creature, as it was brought forth 


underthat covenant, and can fo judge itunto death and 
deſtruction. | | 


3, Thereis the death of the Son even of all the excel- 


lency of his life and nature, as it was brought forth in 
the fleſh. Eternal life, 1n the life thus received, dyeth, 
Chriſt, thus alive, dyeth even to the. nature of this his 
life, and to the ſpirit from - whom he receivedir, ' The 
Spirit, who gave him this life, and who kept this life pure 
in him, he flayeth it: yea Chriſt himſelf offereth up rhis 
life, without ſpot to God. through the eternal Spirit. Theſe 
are the three parts or ſtages of death, which God men- 
tioned at the beginning upon mans fall, namely, ' The 
death of the Serpent, the death of warn, andthe death of 
the Son. 

Now there are counterfeits of all theſe, Many ſeem 
to be dead to their corruptions, who are not ; and many 


ſeemro be dead to the excellency of nature, when .ir1s 


but by the $kill, life and excellency of nature that they 
atrain this ſeeming death : Manyalfa {cem to drink yery 
deep into the death of the Son, who never yet taſted of 
that life of his which is todye, This. is the firſt thing 
whereof this condition confiſts, v2. A throughly 
broken ſtate in it ſelf, 

2. Tothis thereis added-in the ſecond place, a through 
ſenſe of it in themſelves, * They are not qQnly broken, but 
they tcel themſelves broken: They are natonly ſtripped 
and left naked, but they feel both their ſtripping and 
nakedneſs, In other cafes a man may be poor aud miſe- 
rable, yea blind and naked, and yet*take himſelf to be 
rich and happy, &c, but itis not ſohere, This kind of 
breaking is lively and of quick ſenſc ig the ſpirits of them 
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thatare broken, This is ſuch a death as he throughly 

feels, who dyes. Chriſt felt himſelf co be a 'worns, and 

the ſeed of Chriſt feel their brutiſhneſs and want of under- 

ſtanding. Adam was caſt into a deep fleep, while Eve 

was formed out of him : but Chriſt is awake, and by the 

quickneſs of his awakened ſpirit forms his Church, and 
_ the vigor of thar life in his Church ſuffers 1a irs death. 

3. There is alſo a through ſight and contempt of it by the 
world, and of them becauſe of it, God carries on the 
death of Chriſt and his ſeed openly in'the eye of the 
world, As God kindleth and fetteth up this /amp in the 
view of the world, ſo he putteth it out alſo in their view. 
The ſympromes of this dearh, the ſymprtomes of this 
breaking, are fo viſible and manifeſt, that ir cannot be 
hid. Thar life, that power, that activity, that ſtirring 
of God in their ſpirits, words, behavior, whole 
courſe, &c. '1$ put out and gone. They as manifeſtly - 
appear (all this ſeaſon) in the world withour it, as for- 
merly they did with it. 

And the world now deſpiſeth them. That, which 
gained eſteem and glory from the world, being gone, 
they cannot bur deſpiſe them 3 and ſo much the more, by 
how much they began to honour them. There is ſucha 
luſtre and glory in the lite of Chriſt, when ar any time 
it diſcovers it ſelf within mans center, as man cannot but 
acknowledg and ſubject himſelf with all his life and ex- 
cellency before: but when man fees all this fallen and 
himſelf ſtill ſtanding where he was; This which made 
ſuch an appearance above him, being fallen beneath him, 
Chriſt being dead and he alive ; how can he now bur 
deſpiſe this appearance of the lite and luſtre of Chriſt, 
and ſo much the more becauſe of its former glory ® The 
excceding low fal#f the higheſt glory, is moſt contemp- 
tible, Never man ſpake as Chriſt ſpake, and never 
man did as Chriſt did, even to the eye and inthe ſenſe'ot 
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the woxld:;-, He hath dope all things well,c5c. What Power 
and Authority did he bear -in the very ſpirits and conſci- 
ences of his greateſt adyerſaries? How did he cyer 
where ſo take with the people, that his malicious and un- 


juſt enemies durſt never meddle with him 2 Bur in his , 


death, in his.broken ſtate, he loſt all. He was notonly 
worm and no man ( when he was forſaken of his God ) in 
the truth of his eſtate and condition, but he alla felt it : 
and he did not only tcel it himfelf, but his enemies ſaw it 
t00, yea it was palpable to the common eye of the people, 
and to all that beheld him; AM that [ee me laugh me to 
ſcorn, they ſhoot the lip, they ſhake the head, ſaying, He truſted 
" in God th t hewould deliver him, &c. Is this the man that 
had ſo much intereſt in God? Is this the man in whom 
the Power of God did ſo appear, and whocould doſuch 
mighty things by the Power and Vertne of God#-.Is his 
Doctrine and Miracles, his great Union andiCommunion 
come to this « They ſhake their heads ( asat a deceit, as 
at a deluſion, as at a piece of vanity) they mock, they ſpit 
upon him,they buffet him, &c, They crown him in deri- 
ſon. They reproach, yea they abhor in their ſpirits, the 
very power of his life, in the day of his death, 

Uſe. Behold, O Chriſtians, the death of the life of 
Chriſt ! behold the Baptiſm of Chriſt, the miſerable 
paſſage to the Crown. It ye will become Chriſts,ye muſt 
dye not only to the corruption and thame, bur alſo to all 
the glory and excellency of this world, and yet not ſtop 
there neither. The life of Chriſt will put our the life of 
all other things; and when it hath done fo, there is a 
death for itroo. The Spirir of Chriſt in the ſeed, muſt 
pais through its own blood into the holy of holies. 

Alas, Sirs ! It there were nothing to paſs through, but 
a death to this world, what an ceafie matter were it (com- 
paratvely ) to be a Chriſtian * What an caſie matter 
were it,to deſpiſe and trample upon this world, by yertue 

of 
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of ſuch an excellent life in the Spirit? To have that ſpi- 
rit in the ſeed broken, which delights or may delight in 
the world, it is bitter indeed to man, bur alas that bitter- 
nefs is nothing, in compare with that. bitterneſs which 
ariſeth from the breaking of the new lite inthe new ſpirit, 
Would ye know what this is * Why meaſure it by this : 
by the ſweetneſs of this life. Do ye know how ſweet it is 
ro taſte the true nature of the Life of God ! to enjoy and 
live upon the breath of his Spirit! ro walk in the light 
and love of the Lord ! It ye truly know theſe things (the 
true ſweetnels of them) then ye may be able to give a 
gueſs at wat it is to have them broken. . 

Bur as there have been counterfeit Images all along of 
the Life of Chriſt, ſo are there alſo of his Death. O what 
pains do ſeveral ſorts of men take to find out this Death, 
yea and to meet with the anguiſh of it ! but all to no pur- 
poſe : for the Lord alone can light, and the Lord alone 
can extinguiſh this Lamp. I kit! and I make alive, This 
holdeth true every where,but here moſt clpecially. The 
Lord alone organ forth the next ſtrain of life, and 
the Lord alone can bring into this narrow paſſage of 
death. . 
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XIII. The Conrſe and End of Mag. 


Dz ur. 31. |29. 


For 1 know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt your 
ſelves, and turn aſide from the way which I have command- 
ed you + and evil will befall you in the latter days, becauſe 
ye will do evil in the ſight of the Lord, to provoke him to 
anger through the works of your hands. 


5 * His people ( who were the choyce of God, among 
whom the ſeed of life was ſown) was a type of the 
ſpirit of man, truly repreſenting his nature and ſtate, more | 
eſpecially in theſe five particulars following. 
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x, In his difficulty to be woond up to the mind and 
will of God in any diſpenſation. There was a great deal 
of work with this people to bring them.to any pais ; Con- 
tinual Inſtrucions,. continual Corrections, a mighty cur- 
rent of Power and Providence did God both pur forth 
and maintain, to cauſe them to beleeve and obey, -both in 
Egypt and in the Wilderneſs : and yet it proved a very 
difficult rask to winde them up to either. 

Thus it is with the ſpirit of man. God is at a very great 
expence to bring him to any thing. He is fain to ler forth 
of his own Spirit, of his own Light, of his own Power, 
and batter him out of all his fleſhly holds, before he can 
bring him to ſubmit to him and walk with him in. any of 
his diſpenſations. | 

2, In his ſudden backſliding. This people did natu- 
rally fall from God : They were hardly drawn up, but 
did flide down of themſelves. What a work had God 
with them to make them beleeve and wait upon him 2 
what a many wonderful Works did he ſhew, to draw 
them up: totruſt him, to follow him, to love him 2 &c. 
but alas, how ſoon did they forget his Works, and retire 
back into the fleſhly principle and courſe of the Heathen, 
and this both in Egypt and in the Wilderneſs, and alſo in 
Canaan ! ; 

T hus it is alſo with the ſpirit of man. Let God never 
ſo powerfully convince and engage him in the light and 
life of his ſpirit, yet be naturally links back from it. He 
corrupts himſelf in every diſpenſation of the Lord, ſer- 
ing up his own luſts there, ſerving them, and forgetting 
rhe Lord his Maker and Redeemer, He makes every path 
and truth, either of the Law or Goſpel, ſerve his own car- 
nal ſpirit: in ſo much as though he walk in all the ways 
of the Lord ( as he accounts them,) yet he ſerves himſelf 
inall, and not the Lord in any. Mans fleſh, mans reaſon 
{ay mans yanity and corruption) gets into every way ns 
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the Lord, polluting it ſelf there, and prophaning all the 
holy things of God. Ir turns out of that which is indeed 
the way, and walks in that which, though it ſtill calls it 
the way, yet is not, but only a way of its own, {for the 
very Ordinances and Inſtitutions of God, after the ſpirir 
of man hath entered into them, and molded them to his 
own bent, God will no longer own them, but terms them 
his ways and inventions.) 

3. In the ſeaſon of mans corrupting himſelf, which is 
after Moſes his death, after the death of the Witneſſes, after 
the departure or death of that lite in bum, which ſeized 
upon him, overcame him, and as it were forced him into 
the ways of God. Whenthe light of God cometh down 
upon man, and overbeareth/his ſpirit, he cannot bur fo!- 
low it : but when that light is gone, he returneth to him- 
ſelf again ; He turneth from the life, from the purity of 
that into which he was led, retaining only ſo much as ill 
ſerve the eaſe, quiet, content and (atisfaction of his own 
corrupt ſpirit. | | 

There are gales of the Spirit of God, which deſcend 
upon this earth, the ſpirit of man. Where theſe blow 
ſtrongly, man is hugelychanged : He hath as it were a 
new ſpirit in him, whereby he is (after a fort) naturally 
led to-follow the Lord. But when the Lord withdraiveth 
this breath, his life periſheth, and'man returneth-to.his 
Earth, to his very corruption again, yea and taketh unto 
himſelf ſeven Devils worſe then the former : For the 
higher that man. is raiſed, by this breath from the Lord ; 
the lower he falls, when this breath is withdrawn, Ir is. 
the ſpirir of corrupt man, getting (or advanced by the 
Lord) into the pureſt ways and forms of Religion, which. 
bringeth forth the filthicſt abominations. 

4. Inthe reſiilt of this corruption, and evil will befall 
you in the latter days. Sin moſt naturally brings forth 


death. Corruption or putrefaction is a. degree of ,. 
; 4 
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and a dire& paſſage unto death. 

And it will break forth and appear 27 the latter days. 
Man muſt have a time to corrupt, 1m which he is to beler 
alone : butin the latter days, when his end draws nigh, 
death haſtens apace: his corruption then begins to open 
it ſelf, and to diſcover the death which lay hid in it. Then 
that evil, which man hoped all this while to fecure him 
ſelf from, will begin to manifeſt it ſe]f to be in the nature 
of his own ſpirit, or in the nature of that ſin and corrup- 
tion, which he hid within the nature of his ſpirit, He hath 
hid his deſtruction in his own bowels, he La hugged it 
in his boſom, in the midſt of all his defigns to eſcape it: 


and in the latter days when it is grown ripe and ſtrong, 


thence it will ſtart, ſeize upon him and deyour him. 
When the Lord hath throughly tryed the ſpirit of man, 
and when man hath throughly corrupted himſelf; then 
will he lay the ax to the root of this tree and cut it down, 
that it may cumber the ground no longer. He hath cur 
down the Fews already z Their latter days, wherein evil 
did befall them, have overtaken them : and he will alſo 
cut down the Gentiles, The Fews were not the ſeed, for 
after the death of Moſes they did Corrupt themſelves, and 


diſcover, thatthey (like the reft of the world) were but. 


fleſh. Neither are the Geytles the ſeed, for they alſo after 
the death of that life, which did flow from the Spirit into 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, dtd allo corrupt themſelves. 
The uncircumciſed and unclean ſpirit of man, did enter 
into this Temple and Worſhep, as well as into the former : 
T herefore the Lord will both cur down the ſpirit of man, 
and will alſo gown with all that into which the ſpirit of 
man can enter; and then will he bring forth his own 
Truth ; his true Temple, his true Worſhip, his true Wor- 

ſhippers. 
5. In the ground of this death and deſtruction to man, 
hecanſe ye will do evil in the ſight of the Lord, to provoke him 
to 
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to anger through the works of your hands. All the motions 
of man anger God : Allthe works of his hands are filthy 
and corrupt in themſelves, and provocative to the eye of 
his nature and ſpirit. All mans kzowledg, all his life, all 
his ways of Worſhip, Faith and Obedience in every kind, 
every thing that ſuirs the eye and judgment of his (pirir, 
and wherewith he thinks to pleaſe God, is lothſom to 
God: This lothſomneſs ſirreth up in God his indigna- 
tion, which cauſeth him (in the proper ſeaſon thereot ) to 
bring death upon man, and to bring him to Judgment, 
after which cometh the ſecond death. Then ir ſhall be 
known who have been led by the Lord, and who have 
truly foHowed him, (though the ſpirit of man now laughs 
at all, who walk not with him in his way of underſtand- 
ing: ) Then ſhall all ſee and know who are righteous, 
and be-forced to confeſs from their very hearts, ſaying, 


Ferily there is a reward for the righteous, a_competent re- 


ward, a-tull reward unto them, for all the ſufferings and 
miſery which have attended them, in their way and pal- 
ſage hither. 

Blefled is he whom the Lord leadeth (by the proper 
crols attending every diſpenſation) through trouble and 
death into life ! Bur exceſſively miſerable is that man, 
whoſe flelhly ſpirit remaineth in any diſpenſation, or who 
paſſeth from diſpenſation to diſpenſation with his lite 
unſkin, therewith teeding upon the Ordinances, dutzes, 
enjoyments, Or any other holy or ſpiritual things of God, 


and thereby fattening and fitting himſelf for death and 


deſtruction againſt the great and terrible day of the Lord 
God Almighty : according as the ſpirit of Chriſt in David 
ſpeaketh, Pſal.94. 12,13. (with a gloſs whereupon I thall 
draw towards a concluiton.) | 
Bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, ana 
teacheft him out of thy Law : 


That thou mayft give him reſt from the days of — 
unti 
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until the pit be digeed for the wicked. 

There is a pit digging tor the wicked,into which when 
ir is finiſhed, when it js every way made large and deep 
and piercing enough, the whole wicked ſpirit of man 
ſhall either tall or be caſt, or partly fall and partly be 
caſt into 1t. | | 

Till this pit be digged-it is a troubleſyvme time to the 
ſeed, buta quiet time with man. The ſpirit of man is 
now at caſe; He can ſerve, hecan pleaſe, he can enjoy 
himſelf in his whole courſe both of nature and religion , 
yea and he can alſo ſecure himſelf from future danger, 
from danger at the. laſt: He hath wide a covenant with 
. death , and with Hell is he at agreement ; When the overflow- 
ing {courge paſſeth, it ſhall not come near him.. Itis tor un- 
beleevers, tor ſinners, (for perſons who know not God, or 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Christ) to fear death 
and. Hell or eternal deſtruction. Bur when this pit is 
digged, the Spirit of the Lord (with his light) will ſearch 
out the ſpirit of man, under all his diſguiſes,' and what 
ever hath not the true breath of lite in it, (hall be caſt in- 
to and dye in this pit, 

There are perſons alſo to whom God will give ref 
from the days of adverſity. Thoſe who have all along 
been perſecuted by all ſorts of enemies, and afflicted with 
all ſorts of miſeries, that ſpirit which hath been hunted, 
woundcd, grieved, diſtreſſed all the day long, by the cru- 
el ſpirit of man and Satan, ſhall be reſcued trom the jaws 
of each and be refrethed. Thole who are leayened with 
thelife of Gods moſt holy Spirir,who are ſo new-changed 
by it, that they have none of that life, none of that ſpirit 
left remaining in them, which the Lord cometh to de- 
ſtroy, the Lord will give them reſf. When the Lord 
cometh forth to hunt, take and devour the ſpirit of man, 
thoſe in whom that fpirit is already diſſolved, ſhall nor 
be in fear or danger of his ſeverity, but ſhall find the 


abundance 
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abundance of love, ſweetneſs, peace and ref adminiſtred 
to them by the ſame hand, which wilL then ſo eagerly 
and fiercely proſecute the ſpirit of man, Then they who 
have hitherto been at caſe, thall be troubled ; and they 
who have hitherto been troubled, ſhall have eaſe, And 
to you who are troubled, reſt with ws, When the Lord Fei 

ſhall be revealea, &Cc. 2 Theſ. 1. : 

The yvays, whereby God leadeth his to this reſt, are 
partly Inſtructions, and partly Corredrons, He breath- 
eth his Spirit into them, and by the power and vertue of 
his rod,| beareth down and fubjecterh tHeir ſpirits, He 
burneth| up their droſs atorchand, that he may make 
them fit'to be ſaved (and that it may be righteous for him 
to ſave them) in the day of the worlds deſtruction. He 
riketh them down, he layeth load upon them, he 
humblerth them exceedingly, until he hath fitly rempes- 
cd them. to hear, and then he teacheth them the Law of 
his Life. And thus he reneweth both his knocks and his 
beams of light, as their condition need and capacity 
TEqUISEtP. ; ES 

O happy, happy, thrice happy are they whom God 
ror, oboe 1g ar a wilderneſs and the diſmal! 
exerciſes thereof, into his land of reſt, All that ſeye- 
rity of Diſcipline, uader which they are now nurtured 
and trained up, is nothing to that mifery, which taey 
ſhall then eſcape, or to that life and bleflednels which 
they are hereby prepared for.  T1hall cloſe thus, 

They that truſt in lying vanities , vanity ſhall be theix xe+ 
compence, Yea they that truſt or hope in God, or in 
Chriſt, or in God through. Chrift ;, atter the ſtrength of 
their own apprehenftons taſtened upon or gathered from 
the Scriptures, and not according to the knowledg and 
power of the truth as it i in Feſzs, thall find even theſe 
objects yanity to them, their faith and expectation up- 
on them vanity alſo, and their end mitery, when they fink 
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into death and deſtruction. with the world, yea and thar 
ſomewhat deeper then the world, But they who in 
truth are taught and led by the truth, to wait and hope 
under their bondage and miſery for the truth (how cx- 
trayagant or rediculous foever they may appear, to all 
the various eyes of the ſeveral ſorts of Religious perſons, 
from the ſtrange exerciſes of God upon them) ſhall be 
owned by the truth. 

T he root, nature, yea and all the motions of the ſpirit 
of the creature (even in all the diſpenſations of God) is 
rejected: for, inthe true ſtate*and nature of things, it 
is not that which the Lord can accept, Itis dark in all its 
light, dead.in all its lite, a captive and a flave 1n all its 
liberty, an hater and a rebel in the midſt of all its love 

' | andobedience: and therefore how can the Lord (who 
5... ſearching the ſpirit, cleerly knoweth and dilcerneth this 
.-3in the ſpirit) but throw it aſide, notwithſtanding its 
-Llitrering appearances of light and life from:him, of pre- 
Cious faith and hope in him, and of ſweet love and obe- 
;dience towards him ? Burt the root, nature and motions of 
the ſeed,under all its diſguiſes (in the midſt of all its dark- 
neſs, death, bonds, captivity and eſtrangedne(s from 
'God) is his delight, is his heir, (itis the heir of his na- 
ture and ſpirit) and therefore ſhall undoubredly inherir 
the truth and glory of life an him. 

* He that hath ears to hear, let him hear the ſpirit, which 
" reſtifieth the ſame thing now, as it hath done all along 
\ the Scriptures. O let him who defireth the truth of ſalya- 
tion, harkento the voice of the ſpirit of God in the 
Scriptures, and not give car to ſuch fictions as his own ſpi- 

rit doth moſt naturally form our of them, 
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XIV. The happy End of the haly Nature and Courſe of the 
Seed of Life, which the Spirit of Life, through all the 
various dark paths of (in, death and miſery, moſt 
faithfully guideth it unto : or, The ſweet 
and happy End of the Righteous, 


Ps AL. 37% veri.37. 
Mark the perfeft man, and behold the upright : fer the end 
of that man ts peace, 
Y He perfect or upright man, is ke who is of an entire 
ſtamp or nature, and who walketh entirely with 
God in every ditpenſation, from the Layy of this nature. 

The very nature of man is imperte&, He is 4 tranſ- 
greſſor from the momb. Let him never {fo honeſtly and in- 
gcnuoully dedicate himielt ro God and to righteouinels, 
yet he cannot for his heart walk with htm, or live righte- 
ouſly. Bur the other cannot but do ſo: And however he 
may flip from the weaknels of his preſent eſtate, yer his 
nature ſtill ſers him right again. 

Now there is no man more miſerable in his preſent _ 
condition, then this man, The unrighteons, the unholy-" 
ſpirit of man can thrive in the world, or flouriſh in any ” 
form of Religion : bur this man, not having the ſpirit of 
this world, cannot feek or enjoy it, nor deliver himſelt 
from the oppreſſions and ſufferings which are multiplied 
upon him by it. Nay he is perſecuted alfo and grievoully , 
afflicted by the powers of darknels, which will not ſpare . 
him in this their hour. Yea his God eſtrangeth and hiderh 
himſelf from him ( he hideth his face from the houſe of Fa- 
cob) chaſtifiing him ſorely continually.” Becauſe of that 
corruption which cleayeth unto him, and which his feet 
are ſtill gathering, the holy God which loveth truth 2nd 
purity, 1sever and anon caſting him into the fire. The 
Lord by his Spirit of Judgment 2nd Burning, doth moſt 
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naturally fearch, rry and judg the ſpirits of his peopte, 
until he hath pufrified and yerfe&ed them. Alas, how 
ſad therefore muſt it needs be with them, in the midſt of 
all ckeſe ! | 

"The world may liveand flouriſh, but they are (till wi- 
thering and dying. The world may enjoy the freedom 
of its natural ſpirit (after a ſort: ) but theirs is in bonds. 
The world may laugh and rejoyce, becauſe of the con- 
tents they find, and can reap and enjoy in the things of 
the world, and in their ſcycral forms and cxercifes of Re- 
ligton : but theſe cannot but weep, and lament rhat they 
are left deſolate and have no Comforter. Theſe are the 
{ick ones, theſe are the b{;7nd ones, theſe are the lame ones, 
thele are the poor ones, thele are the naked ones, thee are 
the pe- fcuted ones, theſe arc the oppreſſedones, whole mi- 
{ery no eye can ſec, no heart conceive, no tongue expreſs, 
Any miſery that man meeteth with, the ſpirit of man may 
pity him in: but this is a kind of miſery which the ſpirit 
of man knoweth not; and theſe are the pertons whom he 
judgerh, and whom his heart is hardened againſt, 

But mark the end of ths man, Look upon all this di- 
ſtre(s, all this mitery, all this lamentably hard travel in its 
end. For the end of that man t& peace. There is no knowing 
of any thing as it now appears under its vail, in this dark 
ſhadowy world : but if you would underſtand any thing 
aright, keep your eye Cnc upon it and obſerve it tothe 
end. Inthe end fleſh, when itis ſtripped of all its feeming 
glory, will appear what it is: and inthe end ſpirit, when 
Irts unclothed of all its deformed rags, will appear what 
it is, It you conſider the perfe& man without the difcern- 
ing of his end, ke will appear the pooreft, moſt miſerable, 
moſt contemptible thing that can be: bur if your eye can 
truly follow him unto his end, you will have anothergheſs 
fight of him there, for the end of that man i peace. 

The end of 4 man is that to which he trends, that toward 

; which 
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which his nature and all his motions bend their courſe, 
that unto which he grows, that which all his exerciſes and 
yarictics ( in all rhe ſeveral difpenfations through which 
God lteadeth him) comributeto, Every thing hath its end. 
There is an end of every difpenſation, and an end after 
every diſpenſation. "There is an end of all troubles,an end 
of all motions,an cnd of all reſt, an end of all peace whicl; 
is known in this world, Now there are tio great Ends. 
according w the two great Natures which are ſown in 
this world, which are Death and Life, Foy and Sorrow, 
Anenuiſhand Eaſe, Heaven and Hell, 

Peace is that quietneſs of Nature, wherein it is and en- 
joys it ſelf and what it defires, Trouble is the diſturbance 
of Nature, Peace is its ſertlement, There is trouble, and 
there is peace now to be ſeen in the world , but they. 
are butſhadows : but the trouble, and the peace which 1s 
the ſubſtance of the thing, 1s to be diſcovered in the end : 
and then that peacewhich belongeth ro the nature and life 
of the perte& man, ſhall be difpenced to him. All old 
things, all old trouble, all old peace ſhall paſs away, and 
this ne trouble and peace ſucceed and take hold of 
things, according to their nature, eſtate and degree. But 
what this Peace particularly is, none can apprehend, but 
he who knoweth the nature, the fpirir and rhe trouble of 
the perfect man: yet if you deſire an outward deſcription . 
of it, take it thus : 

Itis the pertect ſerenity and calmneſs, both of the 1i- 
quor and of the veſſel of Lite,in the Land of Reſt :Wherc 
whatſoever might annoy or diſturb is removed, and 
which aboundeth with whatſoever may caſe or retreth. 
There is a Peace, which paſſeth all underſtanding to con- 
ceive not only the extent, bur the very nature of it, which 
is the end of the perte& man, or at whichthe perfe&t man 
ſhall arrive in his end, Here his inmoſt ſpirit, clothea 


with his natural ſoul, which is alſo encompaſſ*d with an 
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outward bodily garment, - ſhall ſic down in their proper 
ſeat of perfect reſt, When the holy hoſe or habitation of 
God is opened, into which no unclean thing ſhall enter (but 
be diſturbed by it, and ſuffer from' it according to the 
nature and degree of its evil ) then ſhall rhis holy Child 
of God be admitted and welcomed into its own place 
and portion of reſt and peace there. | : 
Take notice alſo by the way, of one great advantage 
this perfect man hath in any preſent diipenſation of God, 
The world is now very dark and barren; and if alittle 
light ſhould break forth,it would mightily refreſh ir, But 
alas man would be lifted up above himſelf, and diſtem- 
pered by it at preſent, and afterwards he would dye again 
and become more miſerable. But the perte&t man would 
both enjoy it more truly, more fully, more ſubſtantially 
at preſent; and alſo not be in ſuch danger afterward: 
Becauſe it would not be his life, but his lite would rather 
be Lord overit; and ſo his chicf happineſs not depend- 
ing upon it, his chiet happineſs would not pals away with 
it. Miſerable is that man, who is only differenced from *' 
the reſt of the world by a preſent diſpenſation : but hap- 
py is he whoſe difference lieth in the root of his own na- 
ture, which changeth not in the midſt of the varieties of 
all conditions or diſpenſations. 
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aA lameniing and pleading Poſijeript. 


- Ow deep and true a ſenſe my ſpirit hath had ot my 
1 Fathers brethren and kindred according to the fleſh, 
(underſtand me aright: ) both of their preſent ſad eſtate 
and future miſery : and what grief and lamentation it 
| hath occaſioned in me ( it fo nearly concerning them, of 
( whom I once was, and whom I always have loved, and 
cannot bur love tenderly till) the Lord only knoweth. 
Many times in the bitterneſs of my Soul have I com- 
plained in ſpirit, and ſatd unto my God, O Lord God, 
Behold how tweetly and comfortably that ſtands in o- 
thers, which thou haſt ſo forcibly broken down in me ! 
- Tfir yere of atrue ſubſtantial enduring nature, why was 
it broken down in me * Was I not moſt naturally formed 
by thy hand into plainneſs, into fimplicity, into a low, 
beleeving, broken, {elf-denying frame of ſpirit s and this 
nakedly hanging not vpon any worth or excellency in it 
ſelf, but upon the free diſpenſation of Lite from thee of 
thine own meer grace, from whichit came, and by which 
it hoped tolive? O why did the ſeverity of thy hand g9 
forth ſo bitterly againſt it: How couldit thou find in thy 
hearr to wound, trample upon, and deſtroy ſuch a poor 
worm and no man * Put it it was of a nature deyoted to 
death and deſtruction, why is it ſuffered to ſtand in others? 
 Haſt thou ſnatched me as a brand out of the fire? O who 
can cither endure to be ſo. ſnatched out, or to undergo 
S the ſcorching heat thereot, when it is once let looſe upon 
| kis ſpirit? Or how ſhall I bear the miſerable ſight of ſo 
| dreadful burnings, as muſt be kindled upon thar which is 
left behind 2 W hen thou once kindleſt thy fierce flames, 


ah what ſhall become. of the poor dry ſtubble ! Ir is caſte 
bv now 
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now to find a ſhelter, while thy wrath is at a diſtance: but 
alas what {hall cover poor naked Adam (for the moſt reli- 
g19Us man, which is not truly renewed, is no better) when 
thou walkeſt toward him with the bright piercing Aames 
of thy Light ! O how tender hath my ſpirit been of this 
ſeduced wandering generation ! and yet thou haſt made 
me only a ſtumbling block, and nor an hclp unto thei, 
T hon haſt enforced me (among others) to give out a te- 


ſtimony againſt them, and ſeveral warnings unto them ; - 


but in ſuch a way and after ſuch a maner,as they could not 
poſſibly avoyd being offeaded, It is true, O Lord, Their 
1pirits have not been able to withſtand or acquit them- 
telyes (in thy fight ) of what hath been teſtified againſt 
them : bur yet the teſtimony hath not come forth fo, as 
they might be able to conſider and receive it. It hath 
been ſpoken in ſuch ſtrange dialects as they underſtood 
not, and alſo accompanied with ſuch ſtrange appear- 
ances, as mightſcem rather ta become the fpitit of Satan 
-then of God, Yea Lord, Satan hath made luch a noiſe, 
There have been ſuch multitudes of his loud voyces and 
languages, that thy low ſtill royce might cafily be 
drowned, No doubt, O Lord, butthou wilt be able to 
juſtifie rhy ſelf in all theſe things : but in the mean time 
what ſhall become of theſe poor Souls * Shall they al- 
ways wander, and pleaſe themſelves this little moment 
(which is their only time) with ftrange invented vanities, 
ſuch as fooliſh vain man may admire and magnikie , 
but the Spirit of the Lord knowerh not, nor cannor 
own ? 

Dear Friends, Let me plead a little with you once 
more, from the tender love and pity of my Soul toward 
you. Doye conſider what hath Low teſtified unto you, 
and from whence that reftimony may come tor ought ye 
know ? Have ye deal iagennouſly with the Lord in this 
point © orrather have ye not watched for the halting ” 

rhole 
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thoſe which have teſtified, that ſo ye might harden your 
ſpirits in your own invented ways*® ( For if ye could 
make good that they once were the Lords, yet they are 
not now his, unleſs the ſame ſpirit and light did again 
lead into them and quicken them, The Lord loveth Spirit 
and Truth, but regardeth not a dead form, although it 
were the very ſame wherein his Spirit once did liye.) 
Can ye blame the Lord for preparing a ſtumbling block 
for you, or for ſuffering or giving you up to ſtumble, 
when ye your ſelves defire it? Ye will have ſuch and 
ſuch Ordinances, paths and practiſes to be the ways of 
the Lord (every one according to his own imagination,) 
and cannot endure to hear any thing to the contrary: Ye 
will be judging and meaſuring the things of God, before 
ye have received either an eye, or light, or meaſure from 
him, Burt Iinjure you, ye have eyes, ye have light, ye 
havethe reed of the Word, and can meature things atight 
by that. Iris well, fo itmuſt be : Bur aſſuredly the Spirit 
of the Lord hath tryed and judged all your light, all your 
ways, all your knowledg and practiſes in Religion, and 
hath found them ſcanty in his. ballance, ſcanty even of 
that 7rue light, nature and.ſpirit which he lecketh to wor- 
ſhip him, and which he alone delighteth to be worſhipped 
in. Alas Sirs, ye may pleaſc your ſelves awhile, but ye 
cannot ſtand before the blaſting breath of the Lord, 
which bloweth upon all feſh, and corrupteth it! If the 
Lord hath teſtified againft your dutzes, as being things 
which he requireth not at your hands; againſt your 0r- 
dinances and mays of worſhip, as not being thoſe which he 
hath appointed ; againſt your graces, as not being of the 
nature of his Life and Spirit; againſt your evidences for 
Heaven. and happineſs, as not being (uch as will endure 
his tryal and touchſtone ; yea againſt your very founda- 
{/0n, a$ not being that which the Spirit of the LO 

5  layd, 
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layd, but which your own ſpirits by your own art and 
Skill (alittle heightened perhaps by your ſtudy of the 
Scriptures, and other exerciſes of your mind) have faſt. 
ened and built all upon : I ſay, If the Lord hath teſtified 
theſe things againſt you, the Lord will not fail to make 
them good ; and whatloever your confidences to the 
contrary are,ye ſhall not proſper in them. 
O conſfider this, if ye love your Souls ! Ir is not a 
building upon Chriſt atter the fleſh (it 15 not either 4 be- 
leeving or obeying from any rational knowledg, from a 
knowledg of the underſtanding, though the heart and 
affections be never ſo muck heated therewith, accompa- 
nying it neyer ſo vigorouſly) which will ſave any man : 
but 4 &ilding of a new nature upon the new nature of Chriſt, 
It muſt be a building of a new nature, for Chriſt ſaveth 
his building, his people, his ſeed, his Church - and it muſt be 
built or founded upon the new nature of Chriſt ; for 
Chriſt himſelf ſaverh ot according to the oldneſs of the let- 
ter, but according t0 the newneſs of the Spirit, It is notthe 
building of ſuch a new nature upon ſuch a Chriſt, as man 
will call ſoz but a building of the truth uporfthe Truth. 
Alas, whata poor imaginary thing is the Chriſt which 
many (if not moſt) apprehend ! Chriſt confiſteth not i 
the name, but in the nature and in the ſpirit of the thing. 
Now who knoweth the nature of Chriſt, or of that God 
which dwelleth in Chriſt 2 Who knoweth the nature of 
his Wiſdom, - the nature of his Goodneſs, the nature of 
his Greatneſs, the nature of his Life, Spirit 5 &c, Who 
knoweth the nature of the Father which begar, or the 
nature of the Son who was begotten, either in his life or 
death « yea who knoweth himſelf: Man doth nor build 
himſelf (I mean his own nature ) upon Chriſt : but that 
which he calleth himſelf, upon that which he calleth 
Chriſt. Here will appear to be ſtrange work, when the 
Lord 
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Lord ſearcheth into ir, Wonderful ſerious are men 1n 
their'Religioh, and yer (through the preſent thick dark- 
neſs) lutle do they know what they do : »Little do they 
perceive how they build an imagination. upon an 
imagination. It is very true, that the Apoſtles had 
a true knowledg of Chrift, and that they came forth 
with a true knowledg of Chrift, and (it then being 
the time of light). that the Spirit of the Lord alſo went, 
forth to quicken that knowledg (where it pleaſed him) 
unto the hearers: But what knowledg is it whereupon 
men now build * Who now knoweth the nature of the 
Lords Anointed, which is the only Saviour * Who looks 
into the Scripture now with a new eye? I am ſure with 
an old eye no man can ſee the things of God. Burt ſee 
the things of God (wilt thou perhaps ſay) therefore my 


-eyeis new. Nay bur thou lecſt with the old eye, and 


therefore thy ſight is not right: Take heed leſt thou 
be convinced of this too late. O Lord God, that ever 
man ſhould give ſcope to himſelf in ſo great yanity, as to 
lay the ſtreſs of his own eternal condition upon the mo- 
tions of his own blind dark nature ! But who doth thus ? 
I — to thee O man, that in thy light and ac- 
cording to thy meaſure thou doeſt not fo ; bur in the 
light of the Lord, and according to his meaſure, who 
doth not ſo? Tell me true, Doeſt not thou built upon 
Chriſt according to thy creaturely underſtanding 2 Ah, 
Strait us the gate and narrow i the way that leadeth to life, 
the-fleſhly reaſon, the fleſhly underſtanding, the fleſhly 
affections of man are too grols to enter into either. The 
firſt Adam (how excellent ſocver) cannot lay one ſtone 
in the building of God. The eye of mans pureſt Realon 
cannot read one line inthe Book of God. O who know- 
eth God or his Chriſt, or his Worthip, or any of his 
Truths? We have a great deal of knowledg in the 
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world, why all ſorts know, but yer my ſpirit faith to-all 
the ſorts of this preſent generation, Who knowerth God 2 
neither do I ſpeak abour the degree, but concerning the 
true nature of knowledg. The groſs unclean ſpirit of 
man (which it till is, in the midſt of all its Legal and E- 
vangelical waſhings, cleanneſs and purity) cannot poſſ- 
bly {ce or be acquainted with the Lord. No unclean eye, 
no unclean heart, no unclean hand, &c. can ever come 
near the Life and Nature of God, but only that which is 
truly changed. Nothing can live in the preſence of God, 
bur that which hath the true Life and Nature of Ged in 
it, which groweth not from any inſtitution or form of 
Religion, whereby ſo many appearing changes are 
wrought in the world, but from atrue feed ſown in the 
fpirit of man by the Spirit of the Lord. 
Now do not miſtake me (and fo ſtill prejudice your 
yes) as if I went about to difſwade:you from duties, 
inances, reading of the Scriptures, praying,' heay- 
ing bf the Word, and the like. No, I diffwade you not 
from any of theſe, (nor from any thing elſe wherein ye 
mighttruly ſerve and enjoy God, as Iam fure ye might 
in the true knowledg, uſe and exerciſe of theſe : ) but on- 
ly from ſetting up dead things in ſtead of theſe (which be- 
come not the things themſelves; by your efteeming o1 
naming them ſo) that ſo ye might once come into a ca- 
ry of ſeeking and ſerving the Living God. I do 
not dehort you either from building up an houſe unto 
the Lord, or from worſhipping him there with his wor- 
ſhip : bur this I teſtifie unto you that it will not be good 
 foryouto build up the Lords houſe with your materi- 
als, or to (et up your worſhip there in ſtead of his, call- 
ing theſe the Lords, and Gries them as like as poſſt- 
bly ye can unto that which was once the Lords, that fo 
they may paſs the better , both with your. own ſpirits 
and 
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and before men. | Certainly, this will not be profitable 
for you-in the upſhot., It would have been better for 
you to have ſunk down in that deſolation which ye ſo 
deſpiſe, then to build with ſuch hewen ſtones. The 
who are Chriſts,: are taught by. God to follow the Land 
whitherſoever he gocs :. Out of fleſhly Egypt, into the 
ſtraitned Wilderneſs : Out of the Wildernels, in an en- 
tangled path to Canaan: Out of Canaan into the IY:1- 
derneſs again. The ſeed of Chriſt are not to "aq up a fleſh- 
ly reſt in Canaan, but to be led again by the ſpirit into 
the Wilderneſs tor the exerciſe of their ſpirits, and they 
are not afraid to follow the ſpirit, though qut of Canaan 
and into the Wilderneſs. I will lead them in paths they 
have not known, faith the holy one of Iſrael. Vain foolith 
man will limit the holy one of 1ſrael,and follow him only 
inſuck paths as he knows : bur the true-ſpirited child 
(which underſtandeth the nature and truth of his guide) 
is not afraid to follow him any whither. And it ye can 
hear, confiderthis (I ſpeak not at random) There are (e- 
cret, pure, hidden paths of Faith, Love, Worſhip, Obe- 
dience, &c. wherein God and ſome of his people meer, 
know, own, and (after a fort) enjoy one another, even 
in this Wilderneſs, where their ſpirits are fed by him, and 
his life and nature embraced by them : Burt the outward 
Court is given to and prophaned by the Heatheniſh ſpirit 
of man, and can be no more fit for the ſpirit of the ſeed, 
until it be again meaſured and purified by the Spirit of 
the Lord.* If ye do not vlough with the right heifer, 
this will prove a very ſtrange riddle to you: Yet itis 
never a whit the leſs true initſelf, for your not appre- 
hending or not reliſhing of ir. | Take heed of fleſhly wi/- 
dom, take heed of a- fleſtly line, it is always dangerous, 
but then moſt of all, when it appeareth as if it were ſpi- 


ritual. | Yecafinot meaſure any thing aright by a _ 
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ly underſtanding of the Scriptures. He that beginneth 
in the ſpirit, may turniafide and end in the fleſh : But he 
chat beginneth in the fleſh, can never (in any part of thar 
line) arrive at the ſpirit. This will one day appear as 
maniteſt, - as it is now true, that he that beginnetk: nor 
with a right ſpirit, with a right. principle, with a right 
nature, cannot be right in any of his motions: Neither 
in his Farth, nor in his Love, nor in his hopes, deſires, 
prayers, or any other part'either of his outward or in- 
ward worſhip and obedience, O that it would pleaſe Godto 
uncover the truth, and to ſwallow up that thick vail, which 
lieth as yet upon all Nations | 
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1.3. dele an. p.8,1.22.d.or. p.16.1,9.d.of. p.23.1 4.r.throw. 1,3 4.7. plainly, 
p. 27.1.3-forgin r. is. p.28.1.34-r,obſerving. p,39+!.23.r.diſperſe, 1,31.r.theſe, 
pP-42-l,2,0.in. 1.3, r. in them. p.43+ |.5.r. power. 1.24. tor, then r.there.. p.57, 
J.32,r.Region. p.58.1.18. re reachethy p.60, 1. 32, add fourthly. p.63,1 19.r, 
it he could, ].2e. r+ in this kind of nature. p.10g9, 1.7. for, in r+ is, 


FINIS. 


UMI 


% 


AABIADADAR ob 
M13 (as Hy (25 mA CG WB 
BAD OL LESS: -X 


Some Books extant of this Authors, to be had at M* 
Giles Calvert's Shop at the black ſpread-Eagle at the 
Weſt end of Payls, 


I. A Yoyce out of the Thick Darkneſs, &c. 
| 2. Light or Darkneſs, Diſplaying or hiding it ſelf, 

as it pleaſeth, and from or to whom it pleaſeth, &c. 

3+ Several freſh inward Openings ( concerning ſeveral 
things) which the Day will declare of what nature they are, 
to which Fudgment they appeal for Fuſtice, &c, 

4. An Ecchofrom the Great Deep, &c. 

5. The Fundamental Rights and Liberties of the People 
of England Diſcovered, &c. 

6. The Life of a Chriſtian; which is a Lamp kindled 
and lighted from the Love of Chriſt, &c. 

7. A Queſtion about Government, &c, 


Theſe out of print. 
Four Queſtions about the Teachings of God, 
A Touchſtone or Tryal of F aith, 
The great and ſole Troubler of the Times, or 4 Map of Mi- 
ſery. > 
A Word for the Commonweal, 
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